and the Government of the Church vindicated 
. > _-* ntothe hands of her proper Rulzts. - 


The latter afferts the ſacredneſſe ofthe perſons and autho- | 
riry of Kings againſt Sacrilegious uſurpation and Kin2-killing. © <2 


wes. TE S Ad. CHI EO Ss ES: 
"By thar judicious and faichful Miniſter of Chrift, Mt,- 
FA ALE S NOTES, ſometimes of Newbury in | - 
s NEW ENGLAND: 


Pablithed by Bev. woodbridge ReQtor of Newbwy | 
._ inthe Councy of ERKS. et 237-6 
. And they path:red themſclves together as a To 
Aaron, þ- Said wat them. Tel = in * 
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+ HIGH and MIGHTY: 

PRINCE CHAREES the ſecond, 
by the Grace of God KING of 


* W great Britain, France and Irelqnd,. 
Defender of the Faith, Gs. 


A 'E have tas and heard of Deng 
49 things in our dayes * the ſea 
AS dried up, Fordan turned back- 
 NNTRW. ward, the day neither day nor 

: Night and at evening light, deſperate ſor- 

row 2nd troable in theevening, but before 

| the morning gone away, Was itnot thus in 
Germany, when all things there being de- 
FRY and wichout hope of a : 
TM King -" 64 or ; 


The Ep DIY 


Army under thoſe —_ Uſurpers of our 
time, had deprived us of King, Parliaments, 
Liberties, and orderly Government, and had: 
almoſt utterly. overthrown the- Church: and 
State, Truth and Religion, and were become 
as a wall of iron againſt all oppoſite attempts, 
and after'the defeat of Sir George Booth there 
ſcemed to benno more hope remaining ? For 


then when the ſtate of things was deſperate: 


and hopeleſle, did Chriſt raiſe up Geaerall 


Monck from the North after the ſimilitude of 
Conſtantine, Ziſca and the King of Sweden, by 
whom the face.of things was ftrangly, changed: | 


on a ſudden, and alively hope of reftaration 
with' advantage nnexpectedly reduced! This: 
was done when all help failed, when the op- 
preſſor {ſeemed irreſiſtible ; and it was done 
by a lictle ſtrength, wirchout blood, without 
a:ſtroke : that it might appear, that it was 
the finger of the Almighty that had done all 
this ,as riſing-up againſt the proud and info- 
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largement then in former times? Fhe  repsre- 
of proclaiming your ' Majefty and'your' moft® 


bleſſed, atid a full reward be given him of the 


ECT De A > oe A WS eo _ = 
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lerit rpc, Now - herefors Na! We 
have been in a-ſuffering* State theſe | 
years,& God hath now raiſed up pretty 
to the Throne of 'Govyernment *by-a-ſtran 
and unexpected hand; haw can we hot pps 
fome great birth (for the Church is like atra-! 
vailing woman,and. after every travaile it ſhall 
bring forth ) and-not onely 'the reſtauration. 
of the Church defaced, but'alſoehe rifinp' of 
Chriſts Kingdom to to a greater height and-cn-' 


joyful return into Erglaxd hath''wrongltt Tn! 
our hearts incrgdible joy and gladneſſe.' Arid 
1 am like the ſeryant of Elias looking out,and 
looking ſeven rimes//till I-ſee clic lictle' wn 
arifing that hat ihvreaſe| morea rd more, fl all 

the heavens becovered with clouds;8c4 great 
rain of righteouſneſs come:down apon the 

earth torefreſb the heats of thei! parched wi 
drought, Let the heavens repoJee, andthe berth 

be-glad, let mountains burſt forth into praiſes, and 
all the trees ofthe field clap their hands : becauſe 
God bath-<afited his people.” and hath' contforted 
bis afflifed. | And ket that neble' General be 


God 
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forth as a. bridegroom outoſhis: chimbet,und = 
£307 ch 45:07highty mantd rio bisvabelbde | 
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the glary 


_ your Royal Government: and makecyou/ i 


TE ent—ie 
Chunch 'be: the: cad. you look''at.” So fall 
Chriſktlie Son of. righteouſireſs raxalong in; 


gtcamy/Kingathſt then'you werear firſt Leo 


Popery.and all herefic fall before you ;; Ler 


not needlefſe and offenfive: Ceremonies be ri- 
gorouſly impoſed; Let men-of icourage' and} 
zeal be ſetup underyouiinallphce'thar. hall 


Gppecb6 profancneſt ; Let . godly: Miniſters 


be caceuraged, and letnoidle;. unlarned- or 


7 heretical Miniſter be found in; youriiLandp 


P 


Let learning;be promoted, and:men excellent 


in gifts be'ſct apare-for writing, accordingito - | 


thei ſeyeral anddiftin& qualifications, 1 can 
nes but believe thatyou are ocandy of yourſelf 


_ todoall theſe dings; cad more'alfo then'{ 
havefhid x yet give me leave, I pray your Ma. 
 3«ſy-toadde aliccle bin your fayls, 


::;Nowavtouching: tliis work that followerly 
I have preſnmed todedicate the fameto'iyour: 
Royal Myzeſty, becauſe the matter of ic per- 
taineth to. your confideration , and becauſe 
theraisadjoynedalſo a Treatiſe about Civil 
and becauſe ofthe fingular joy 


ndhapee {are ayens afanding iato- the ' 


Theon, 


F 


The ITY Dediowtory, 


Fhrone, pac becauſe; the Aviehor was eſpecial: 
loyer of your Royal Father (of bleſſed memo. 
ry) and of your Majeſty ,/ the-fall of 'whom 
ſtuek ſo.cloſe and eer unto bim,and wrotight 
_ in himfo deep forrowand. affliction; .thutitis 
- thought to have beeri the principal: cauſe of 
his death. Let your. Majeſties Coninnt aC- 
;ptation countenance the work; {11s 9.145) 
Now-the God of all Grace arid: Moriyieles . 
bath raiſed up your Majeſty into. the. Throne-- 
ofRoyal Government;and hath.in ſo'doing be- +4 
un to ſhine upon his:peoplewithmexpeed 
_ ariſing. out of darkuefs;confirm and-efta- 
bliſh you.upon + your,Throne, avd ctown you 
with grace,-proſperity and: plory ,! ,/ unto his. 
own: everlaſting praiſe, the-beauty and! en- 
lxrgerient of the Church ; ati ro the laying - 
a foundation of higher advancement of your . 
{elf .ig the future world then can be here'ex-. 
potted; i. This 4833 and dihall: wes confiint 
prayer » pl 214 + 


Your. Maeſties moſt. Loyal 
(ervant and[ubſctt . 
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.Gentle-Reader., © _ FF” 8 
= —==7 Hou mdyeSt not expedt this 
. (IDA (SEK work. ſhould be ſo-perfe8 
} x11 || and -exat,as if the Author 
'bad been living to put it 
out himſelf. The orloznal ; 
[- Copy alſo was lately loft in 
TEAS — a ſhip foundredat Sea; and 
he wrote this Treatiſe in tbe laſt half year of 
bis life , which was a tinre of 'continual weakneſs 
and ſichueſſe ending in bis death. I d:d often preſs 
binvlong before.to ſet down his notions in writings 
but be was fell averſe, until the foreſaid half year 
of: bis loft continuance on earth.. Notwitſtanding 
alt1haſe thiſtouragement#;'T thought it uot meet to 
Hoprivevheeof the afe of this bis 118 Iabour , be- 
cauſe | conceived it would be wtry uſeful for the 
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ol _ 
v2 od Jrrg = y _ obl, warriour ageinft 
the ſame, He was of a reachtug and ready appre- 


benfion., g lar e ingentiort, 4vmo pro 
Nl hal he 


| memory, fixed and unmovable in bis grounded 
: ſure in words and ſp, 


cb without 


F {rene math 


74 


| &, gentle and mild in all 
ont. all paſſianror provecative Tangsl 
Ed anotable.diſpmtant, ſo be never — 


ovoke bis adwerſary ſaving by the. ſhort 
ek, and beat 7 weight of argument. He was 


| of 'ſoclow ing, . an d compaſſronate, and bumble car- 


riage, that 1 believe newer any were acquainted 

with bins, but did defire the continuance of bis 0+ 

ciety and acquaintance. He was reſolute for truth, 
'in defence thereof had no veſpe& 10-any.per- 


| fans He was awoft excellent Counſellor in doubts, 


and could ſirike at a baires breadth like the Ben- 
jamites,. and expedite the intangled ont of the 
jars. He was  cauragious in dangers.y. end 


| | fill was 4þt to beliewe the- beſt, and made faire 


wipers rw. . . 'He was much honoured and 
Ic A —_ C 
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eflcemedin the Conntrey, aud bis death was much 
bewailed. I think he may be rechoned among 
the greateſt worthies of this age. Upon the riſing 
of onr late uſurpers, and the beheading of our 
racions and moſt excellent King Charles 
the firſt of bleſſed Memory by a willanous Siroke, 
and under a wicked pretence of Fuſtice, upon the 
defeating of our renowned King Charles the 
ſecond (whom God preſerve ) he fell into ſuch a 
depth of ſadneſſe and ſorrow of heart that it ha- 

flened bjs death as was believed. So he died in 
' the 48, year of bis age, Ocob. 22. 16:55, He 
left behind him this poſibhume, imperfe& aud in- 
_ compleat,which if be had lived be would have per- 
fſefied, with the addition of many rare and excellent 
notions, for the enlightning and diſcovery of 
iruths ; which having now oft , we have cauſe to 

bewaile our fins which keep good things from us ; 

and.we are to be thankful for what we do enjoy. 

But Iceaſe to trouble thee any further, and end, 


Reſting 3 


F Auguſt. 6, 


Thine in the Lord | 


THO. P ARXER, 
1669, | 
Paſtor, though unworthy of the: 
Church at Newbery in. 
New England. 
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PROPOSITIONS: 
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q Hat the whole vifple [hburch is one integral body. 

Pag. 2. 

Joht to ordinances depends not on —_ with par- 
ticular Churches.- P. 19. 
One parttcutar Church may-cor-fift- of many Congregations. 
P- 26, 


Elders eſſential to the being of particular Churches. p.27« 
Elefion by the Church not eſſential to the conſtitution, of Ele 
ders. Fo * P- eZ2. - 


Ordination of Elders by common memters unlawful. p.38. 


"Common menters may ot govern by. ſuffrage together with - 


"their Elders. © © P42. - 
Elder preach the Goſpel by way of Office. " 0.4% 
Azud that unto all the world as occaſion ſerves. p.5$. 


And are alſo Elders unto all Churches as occaſion ſerves. 59. - 
Private 


p-60;.. 
P. 6 Py 
to Ceurh . p.by. 


[This mw pwritten by: the auchor, but by 
crearc many Errata's ingune 


Ferenc nd 


amend to th 
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Pag. 7. line 1, dele, is not and yer, ibid. line delc Net P 33, L I0. the 
"which r. with, P-37» l3. 5 roemlairg, 
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Diſputation Concerning 
Th 


Church. oY 
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Y deſire is to caſt inmy mite 
for the _— of ſome pre- 
ſent controverlies, I may not 
enlarge by reaſon of niiny'in- 
firmities , and for want of 
books , and all other accom- 

| m=—_—— modatinsand furniture,erra- 
re poſſum, hereticus eſſe nolo. I ſhall endeavour through 
grace to keep channel of truth , though-ir -be true 
veritas odium parit , I do hope ſome gracious coun- 
cell will ſhortly determine mens private appreheuſi- 
| _— 


Ons, 
Con-- 


wid 


I, 


D 


Concerning the untty of 
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AR. 1213. 
Eph. 3.2T. 

x Tim.3.I5.. 
Rom, 12: 4+ 5+ 


Concereing the unity 0 f the Church. 


——_— 


Prop. 1, 


He militant Church pf Chriſt, is one integral bo- 

dy viſibly indued by Chriſt with Church power. 

The Apoſtles were Catholick members , not members 
of one particular Church more then another, And 
there isa Catholick Church power to make Catholick 
members. Secondly , They were Catholick elders. 
Therefore there was 

a Catholick Church power,and there is the ſame need 


tothe end of the world. Thirdly, The viſible Church 


is one City , a City hath its policy. Eph. 2. 12. 29. 
Ezek. 48.35. Every gate, which repreſents parti- 
cular Churches , admitred intothe City. Rev.21.1. 
2,20,4, One houſeand family, 1 Tim. 3. 15+ Epheſ. 
2,12,19. One body, having its viſible head , and in-. 
regrall parts for government. 1 Coy. 1. 13. and 10.17. 
one olive tree : Rom. IT. 17. ong Temple , Ezt#.43. 
ſt, 72, one Mother, 4. 25. ons Rloorey Het Go I2e 
ane Kingdome, Har: 16.19. one Church, 2a. 16.18. 
on Court, Rev.11, 2,3. one candleſtick, Ezek. 4. 3. 
one Feruſalem. Gal. 4. 25, Rev. It. 1.2, &21,1, 2. 
one Bride or ſponſe , Rev, 21. 1, 2. one net at. 13. 
47.6. Corneliju ; the Eun 


Church in ſpecialty. 7 all particular members are Ca- 


Mmy- 


'F ach Lidia ; the Jaylor, were _ 
admittea Carholtck members into no particular - 


tholick members. 1. Cor. 10, 17, andi2, 13. 8all 
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minifters of particular Churches are Catholick mini- 
ſters Mat. 28. 19. I Cor. 5,5.and 10. 17, aid 12, 
I3, They have commiſſion for all Nations , they 
excommunicate our of all Churches, 9. All viſible 
diſciples are to be baptized as Catholick members 
into the name of the Father , Son and Holy-Ghol. 
Without mention of being baprized into a particular 
Church Mat. 28. 19. 1o, all members have a Catho- 
lick right to ordnances in all Churches in way of conr 
munion, therefore are Catholick members. The power 
of a-particular Church cannot give Cathulick power,as 
ſuch, 11. Catholick communion argues Catholick 


union, Thus catholick union is politick , becauſe the 


communion is politicall, The adminiſtration of the 
ſcales implyes power , and if there be a politick 
union and communion in power , why notalſo in 
power of juridition ( Salus ezclefiarum parttcularum 
juridifione) 12, One viſible covenant implied in the 
profeſſion of fairh doth make one viſible Church , 
oue mutuall covenant in a republick makes one poli- 
tick body, one mutuall : covenant of many Ciries, 
make one repulick , many perfe& republicks , may 
become one by mutuall covenant, 13, The church is 
ſo one body , that every member hath freedom in e- 
very congregation. Such as are united in a repub- 
lick, uſe to be excluded from freedom in particular 
corporations though, part of the ſame republick. The 
Church is ſo one body , that a member caſt out of 
any part , is cut off from the whole , from Chriſt 
the head, fromthe Kingdom ' of Chriſt. In a re-- 
publick one may be eje&ted ont of one corporation 
and out of one City, and yer be admitted into ano- 
ther -, 14, The union myſtical maketh one church 

- B 2 myſtt- 


- 


0 ——— 


Concerning the unity of 


miſtycally therefore che union viſible by profeſſion , 
by implicit covenant maketh one body vitibly. Viſi- 

ble profeſſion doth unite all members and chur- 
ches4n power of order , why not alſo in power 
of juriſdiction 15. An- implicit covenant is 
fuffictent tro makea particular church therefore to 
conſtitute a catholick- church alſo. And in the acts 
of the Apoſtles the implicite covenanting was direct- 
ed tothe catholick church as much as to any parti- 
cular , ſo far as the text ſpeaks, yea ſomrumes rhe 
catholick onely as appears by the admiſſion of Lia:a, 
Cornelizs, and ſuch like As. 8. 37. as ſomeare ad- 
mitted by implicit covenant, fo children are borne 
into the church without any 'perſonall covenant ar 
all. A Servant by covenanting with his maſter , 
doth thereby bind, himſelf futhcrently to hold fellow-. 
ſhip: with all his fellow fervahts , 16. We are joy- 
» «i to /ſr-4els covenant, and fo made one carholick 
church; uniting all to one high Prieſt and Temple 
arid, City, And. is 4ppears not to be alcered by Chrilt 16 
thisreſpe&,:17, The church of the Jews was a type & 
patterne of che chriſtian church Ezeb. 41. and' 42, 
Ry. I1, 12, and21. 18. chrift1s one vifblc head , 
| husband , Maſter! of:the family, one Bithop one King, 
&c. one body.in;propricty , hath but one hcad', one 
husband hath but one wife Ecclefie pop oft Reſp. now arte 
ftorratia fed regnumBeza Epift, 83. 

Objea. A King may be King to more Kinzdomes 
then one, and 66 be a part or member politickly in 
more Kingdomes then ane. 

Anſw. Then it arifcrh from ſome dividing and par- 
ticular relation and covenant made toeach parcicular 
Kingdorme. But Chrift is King and head - = 

L; ; : urc 


the Church Catbolich, © 


Church by no particular and dividing' relation and 
covenant made tocach church, Chriſt is a viſible head 
and the Apoſtles were viſible elders to all churches as 
united in oneand the fame covenant , notas divided 
by any conſtitution cſfentially diſtin in complear 
and- perfeQ- ſocieties. The Apoſtles were members 
of the catholick church though they had right and 
power inall churches, the Scriptures make chriſt the 
head of one body,as wellas of many,a-King of one King- 
dom norof many the KingE gland 15 King of England and 
Scotland as two Kingdomes eflentially divided, 


Object. . Chriſt 1s amiſtycall head. 
Auſw. Chriit is alſo a viſible head of the church, 
' being intelligible, Mediante ſenſu. 1, He is man. 
aſwell as God, and the King of 2fvael as man, there. 
fore he is a vifible head, 2. If Chriſt be not a viſible 
head, the viſible church is a body without a head 
proportionate, 34" Muſes arype of Chriſt was a vili- 
ble" mediator to whom the .cribes' aſſembled ;. Numb. . 
20.44, Chriſt was a vifible head when he dwelt on.. 
the earth, and.he is now only gone into! a far: coun- - - 
xtey,-'5.: He is repreſented by viſtble Kings , and . 
Frophets , and reafon forceth us to make tive viſt- 
ble repreſenations of a viſible thead only” As Adam » 
was- a viltble '/head ro Eve, and Chrtit is; 'our head 
and husband and fleth of our fleſh , and bone of our 
bone typified 13 Adem. . Epheſ.5. 3o.-6. Thechurch 
is defcribedas having a viſible Prince , Ezek. 45. 7. 
46.10 7} Chriſt became man that he might be the 
more ſutable ,. and enjoyable head to his Church, He 
15 not inviſible becauſe abſent, Chriſt is now ſeen 
only . in heaven , becauſe , of his bodily preſence z 
: 5 yet 
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viſible on earth becauſe of his humanecſlenceHes.2.17, 
' Ob.The church ts called one as a genus in a generall ſence. 
Arſw.  Agenwis ſuch a myſterions notton in Logick 
:that in probability theScripture,wich ſures it ſelf to the 
vulgar,doth not make ſuch frequent uſe of it. Secondly, 
-it hath been ſuppoſed, that a gezws is predicated-in com- 
pleatly of irs ſpeczes.Ir was never yet determined by any 
.councel that a numerical difference is ſpecificaland that 
individuum is =_ Genus contrafium eſt pars ſpecter. 
Thechurch of Chriſt is one really exiſting ; one viſible 
thing imediatly as hathbeen ſhewed in the ſ{imilitude of 
oneCity,one body. 8&c.Genus eſt. unum ratione,multiplex ex 
parte ret, Omnis res eſt ſingularis, Genus et 1dem phyſice cum 
ſpecibme AGenu is immediately inviſible as being unum 
 ratione tantum. 4. Though the church may hold forth 
a genericall notion , yet the church of God the 
church of Chriſt , andthe church in our common lan- 
guage, do denote an individuum determimatium, my houſe 
and - my church and the houſe of God (as the Scripture 
ſpeaks, 1T:m.3, 5.at.16.1Yare demonſtrative and 1n- 
dividual notifications according to our uſual ſpeech, and 
when we ſpeak properly at leaſt. The myſticalchurch'is 
one integral body,therefore alſo the viſible is one , and 
con{equently ſpoken of as oneintegral body,unleſs ſome 
reaſon proves the contrary.5.A church indued8deſcri- 
b'd whh apoſiles prophets8&c.is not a general church be 
cauſe it is not applicable ro-or predicableof the preſent 
church.But a gezw of a church is aplicable to or predi- 
cable of all churches at alltimes. Every particular ' 
church is not a church indued with apoſtles& prophets: 
bur every church is achurch,6.That church which is the 
imediate ſubje& of officers, is not a gexw or generical 
church,becauſe a gens doth not imediartely _ wr 
| churc 
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church ſpoken of Mat.16.18, &1(or.12.28.is not & yer:is 


the ſubjeR of offices.Ir isnot a particular church, becauſe 


apoſti's were not parts of a particular church,nor werethe 
Keysgiven to Peter& the other apoſtles in reference to on 
particular church,the church of Chriſt conſidered as one 
z#tegrum, may be ſaid-to have in ic Appoſiles and Pro- 
phers and inall ages,becauſe the ſame integral body in 
ſubſtance remaines: and alſo in one age, and not tn ano- 
ther,becauſe it may be altered in circumſtances, 7. Thar 
church which doth imediutely exift is nata genm.. Genus 
exiſbit. in individuis. Bur th= cathalick.church in Scrip- 
cares doth immediately epzſt. as having catholick chit- 
dren , as being mother of chatholick children. The 
root and body of the olive do Exif before the bran- 


. ches. The univerſall church is caufally before particular 


churches ſucceding. Apreceeding univerſal church doth 
exiſt before ſucceeding-particular church and the vertue 
and power of the univerſal church did primarily ext in 
the apoſtles Chriſt the head cauld not derive & preſerve 
the power of the Keys in one Pecer alone. 8 The catholick. 
church doth tmmediately- at,' admit and excommu; 
nicate, diſpenſe the ſcales , and as hath been ſhewed | 
Aus ſunt ſingularium. . 6, Itis compar'dto cone tndivi- 
daab body with its memers and their offices 1Cor. 42.43. . 
28, 9. 10. Irisone body politick by covenant; as hath 
been ſhewed. 11. Ithath one viſible head immediately, . 
Chriſt the Lord, therefore.it ts by. proportion a viſible 
body. There had need be logicall: catechiſmes ra 
mantatne independent churches. - The notionall, gene- 
ricall church may notbe a ſufficientbaſis ro bear up- 
the independent ſchiſme againſt a nationall or-an unt- 
verſall church. Independency doth teare the coat, the 


body of Chriſt into pieces. Ir cuts, hacks and —_ 
. ; : 1 enC&-.- 
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the far olive.ihto chips or blocks. Itdoth diſ-je& the 
tones of Gods viſibleTemple, x2. That church in- 
ro which Paul and the Cer:pthians were baptized to- 
gether was not a particular church, Paul was not 
baptized inro the ſame Particular body , into the par- 
ticular church at Corinth, if into any, 1 Cor. 12,13. 
Neither was the. church a generall church, becauſe it 
is deſcrib'd as viſible by viſible elders,aRtionsand offices, 
Ver. 24. | 

Object. The Apoſtles were members 11 all particu- 
. dar churches , and Elders in all particular churches , 
aud fo tn the church of Corinth, 1, Cor. 12. 
27. 

"wel I That church into which the Apoſtles 
were baprized together with the Corrnthians was nor 
" the churchof Cor:xth nor any other particular church, 
2 The Apoſtle would have ſaid that God had ſer ap. 
poſtles, &'c. In your church , if he had meant the 
church of Corinth. 3, Why ſhould the Apoſtle call 
the church of Corinth (the church,) 4 Why ſhould we 


—_ 


reſtrain the ſetting of the apoſtles in the church /! ro _ ; 


the church of Cor:mh , fith they were ſuch catholick 
elders , and over all Churches. The apoſtles were 
not tiembers and-elders inthe church of Corrthas ſuch 
 byſpeciallrelacion. | | 
We are all members inall churches reſpeQively , 
but-nor abſolutely , in a generall ſence as catholick 
members of a particular church. All naturall grounds 
of fellowſhip iti particular churches , for more ordi- 
naty execution , do require fellowſhip in the whoſe 


catholick church for lefle ordinary execution,occaſfio- - þ 


mlly ; as brotherly union, Chriſtian profeſſion, mu- 
tuall edification , celebration of the name of c_ | 
| t 


- "A £ EE” 4 
ES,» wo on n _—_—— 253 ACN >; Wis 
. - > 16S 
Fo 


EIT 


Concerning the unity of the | 


Ic is generally ſuppoſed that churches have'generally "in 


wer to'a& in way of counſel judicially &auchoritative- 
ly conjunQim. And if this be = it followes that 
the church is one politick body viſibly, Operatio ſequs- 
tur eſſe. The Apoſtles and extraordinary. EJders did 
att judicially, they made laws or decrees, and made 
uſe of their own names in way of authority in all chur- 
ches, A#. 15. And ſucceeding elders have the ſame 
commiſſion , except wherein they are by ſome appa- 
rent inſtitution limmitted in other texts, Mat, 28. 28, 
In Synodo eft authoritatis apex tots eccleſie unitas , or« 
dinis firmamentum. Leid. Prof. de concilits. Eccleſia 
catholica eſt wiſitilis tota ſimul , etſe nondum wiſa, 
Multi ſumus paſtores , ſed unum paſcimus gregem Cypr, 

Object. eApoſtles &c. may be ſaidto be ſet inthe ca: 
tholick viſible church (1 Cor. 12. 28.) mediately , med;- 


1 - antibuparticularibus Eccleſiis: 


eAxſw. 1, The apoſtles were in all particular chur- 
ches alike, 2. They were moſt of them precedent 
ro all particular churches , as chriſtians ia diſtinction 
from the Jewiſh church, 3. They had catholick power 
which could not ariſe from relation to a particular 
church. 4. We may as well ſay that they were ſer in the 
catholick church immediately , no reaſon enforcing the 
contrary. 5.VVe may better ſay they were immediately 
ſet in the catholick church , becauſe it is more obvi- 
ous Withour a diſtinCtion , and becauſe zoz eſt diſtinr- 
guendum ubi ſcriptura non cagit. 6, They were. ſet in 
rhe church as part ofthe church into which they were 
baptized. The Apoſtle applies this verſeto whar 
he had difcourſed concerning the members and - pare 
of the Church before*., now the apoſtles were parts 
_ ofno particular church in ſpeciall. 7. Other argu«- 

es. cC ments 
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Concerning the unity of ; ) 


ments prove that Apoſtles ſpeaks elſewhere of con-- 
_ Kimiting elders and members in the catholick church 
immedtatly , and therefore well may this text be like- 
wiſe interpreted. 
| ObjeR. The (burch myſtical may be meant. x 
- eApſwm. 1. The apoſtles \wrote to the viſible church 
in all their Epiſtles immediatly , and elſewhere were 
wont to ſpeak of the viſible church uſually, and there is 
no need to underſtand the apoſtle otherwiſe , when he 
ſpeaketh of the church as catholick. 2. They ſpeak 
of the viſible church in the Judgment of charity, 
as if all in che viſible belonged ro the myſtical] 
They call all Saints , and count allele& in oppoſition 
to [judiciall evidence of the contrary , and for as 
much as the myſticall is in the viſible, - thongh 
the viſible be not in the myſticall , it is com- 
mon to deſcribe the viſible church by the proper- 
ties and characters of the myſticall, Fer. 31.32.and 
32. 39, 40. 3. If there be any Catholick viſtble 
church, why may we not underſtand thar as well as 
the myfticall here, where the Apoltiles ſpeak of a 
cathulick church. 4. The Apoftles were baptized in- 
to the viſible church immeditarly, and all elders are fer 
in the viſible chnrch imediarely. None arc of the myfti« 
calchurch. Nif mediante ecclefiauiſibrile. And what need 
of clearing the apoſtle by ſuch a diſtintion, while tt is 
clear and obvious to underſtand by one body and church 
the viſible catholick church. 5. All the Corinthians were 
not baptized into the myſtical church , unlefſe they 
were all ſound in the faith ,netther cold the Apoſtle 
ſpeak ſo of all vifible members in the Corrmthar 
Church » but by the Judgment of Charity. 6. The 
ftmiles, one City , one field, and one fold, &c.' do 
| | na- 
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reaſon to reſtrain and. confine themto rhe ipvidible, 
Itis deſcribed as one viſiþle by its viſible elders, and by 
its viſible various and diſtin& gifts, & one deſcribes a 3 
man by his eyes and hands &c. He lurely incends to r Cor. 12.12, 
deſcribe him as con(iſting of a body, Epbeſ. 4: 4, 1 Eb.q, ig | 
12. 1Cor.12.13, 28, Mat. 16,18. Many other at- John 27.16. 
guments are forcible to me to evincea catholick viſi- Ma 13-44 
ble and politick church,above ſpecified. Viſible church- 

acts are immediately both from and: upan.the church 

as viſible. Independent practiſe doth teare the Ca» 

cholick church in pieces , -and together with ics prin- 

ciples and diſtin&ions doth interre: it alfo. 9g. This 

church was 1n _ of being cut off, Rom. I1, 17.19, 1Cor.12.26, | 
It was capable of {chiſme, 1 Coy. 13.11, 'This Chyrch 735 $1317 


viſible. 12. This charch was ſcaled into the covenant, 
and that covenant was viſible as well as inviſible, 
Gen.l7.7. I Cor. 12. 12, 13. 
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Prop. 2. 


Embers of the catholick Church, have imme- 
diatc right to Church ordinances as occaſion | 
requires in oppoſition to neceſſary dependance on par - 3 


I. Members of a Church which hath immediate 
power to diſpenſe Church ordinances, haye immediate 
right to church ordinances. Catholick members 
are members of ſuch a Church, . The major 
is true , becauſe power to diſpenſe ordinances , 
requires. proportionate priviledge in mcmbers. 
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The .minor is true, becauſe - power to diſpenſe or- 
dinances is proper to a- church, or common ro 
every Church. Rev. 17, 1. Rom. 9.4, Mat. 16. 
18. and18, 17. churches have the fervice of God. 
\ The church hath Keys of the Kingdome, and power to 
 Excommunicate immediately for any thing the text 
ſpeaks to the contrary. 
2, Thoſe that are Church members, have im- 
mediate right:to Church ordinances. Catholick mcm- 
bers are church members, the major is true, becauſe 
Church priviledge is proper to Church members , 
and church power to. Church officers ; the minor is 
= , becaulea catholick church hath catholick mem- 
1: | 
3. Such: power as miniſters of particular churches 
may have , ſuch right Catholick members have ro 
partake of ordinances, Miniſters of particular chur- 
ches may have immediate catholick power to difpcnſe 
ordinances, the minor is true, becauſe Miniſters 
of particular churches have catholick power to diſ- 
pence ordinances to members of other churches, this 
power is catholick, A particular church cannot-give 
power in other churches , becauſe power is a proper 
conſequence of the form of the church; and a particu- 
lax Church cangive no other power then ts cortcſpor= 
dent to a particular form, Nh!l pote## dare quod” non 
habet , one man hath nor power over another as a. 
man. This Catholick power may be alſo immedi- 
are in Miniſters, Miniſters may be Miniſters though 
acually relating to no particular churches. Mat. 28. 
28, And catholick memberſhip doth noxneceſfarily 
depend on particular memberſhip, one may be a-mem- 
ber .of a Kingdome , and yet- of no paticular corpo- 
| ration. 
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ration. Irdoth not depend neceſſarily in way of et- 
ficiency , for one may . be a member Catholick , 
though never a member of any particular church, 
we are now mide members for the general , med:- 
ante eccleſia par:icutars , but it is not neceſſary abſo- 
lucely, as appears by primitive and apoſtolical pra- 
iſe , nor now. But a particular church as ſuch, ts to 
Catholick memberſhip, but as a part of the catholick, 
and ads the power of the catholick. The leſſer can- 
not givethe greater ; the Major is clear, catholtck pow- 
erfuppoſerh ſome anſ{werable ſubject of pawer catho- 
lick , quaad receptionem as well as quoad diſpenſatio- 
£em, | | 

4+ Such as have right to receive ordinances in all 
churches, are induced with rizht as catholick members, 
Members of Particular churches , have immediate 
right. to recetve ordinances in a!l churches, Members 
do not reccive 11 other churches as made members 
of every church in waich they receive , nor as mem- 
bers of any particular church necc{larily Parttcular meny- 
berſhip as ſuch , gives not power or priviledge catho- 
lick , as hath- been ſhewed, A memdvers priviledge 
depends on church pawer. Ordinances are both dtf- 
penced and received by church-pawer, A particular 
church-pow.r, as ſuch, cannot give catholick right, nor 
is neccſlary thereto. 

5.. They that have immediate right to the Lords 
Supper have immediate right to ordinances. Catholick 
members have immediat right to the Lords Supper, 
The minor is true, al] members have right as catho- 


Hck members, and though of no particular church, as 


hath been-ſhewed; all commanicants are confirm'd 


to be of one body as catholick members. 1 Cor. 10... 
| L5,17 >. 
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16,17, As all.chritians are baptized and grafted 
into. one body. catholick , and viſivle, as well as in- 
to any particular church, ſo are they grafted intoone 
body catholick, as well as into any particular church 
at the Lords table ;, all chriſtians are feafted ar 
the Lords table , and baptized as catholick mem- 
bers, partly : not onely as particular members. Paul 
is confirm'd tobe one of the body rogerher with the 
Corinthians , and Paul was onely a catholick member, 
and confirmed a member only of the catholick body. 
One may be a catholick inember and not a mem- 
ber cf a particular church, though not a mem- 
ber of a particular , bur he muſt alſo be a catho- 
lick member; Now if Pau! was a catholick member 
onely , and had right asacatholick member only; 
then other catholick members might receive alſo as 
catholick, though only catholick members together 
with Pasl. 

6. Diſciples though no members of particular 
churches have immediate right to ordinances. Ca- + 
tholick members are ſuch diſciples, the major ts 
true, Itis enovgh it one be adifciple, for the en- 
joying of baptiſme, Mat. 28. 29. This text doth 
not limit baptiſme by memberſhip in fome particu- 
lar church , oor any other text elſewhere, therefore 
it isenonghto be chriſts Diſciple, and ro be a diſciple 
viſibly requireth at the moſt but a protciſion of being 
Chriſt ſchol/ar in the way of faith , ana an implicir 
acceptance of the church by *him that baptizeth ; 
according asthe Miniſter baptizing maketh known 
his intention to baprize 9. profeſſor , ſo he im- 
plycth the churches acceptance of the profeſſi- 
ON. 


7,0ur 


Wm" 1 


& ; "MF; -. ES - Q 
FR 7? 7 ed I 


the Church Catholick. | 


7, Our conſociation is a church ordinance , ca- 
cholick members have immediate right to confoctate 
into church fellowſhip , the major is rrue , that ordi- 
nance which doth depend on church power 1s a church 


- ordinance; conſociation doth depend on church 


power , the minor is true, becauſe members conſocia- 
red into church fellowſhip , do a& by the power of 
the catholick church-'as catholick members , for ſo 
far they have being and opperation from the catholick 
church.Operation flows from being,and both being and 
operation flow from the ſame cffictents. Particular chur- 
ches are members of the catholick church, therefore 
they do act by the power of the catholick church. 
The church is compared to the body of a Man, and 
to an Olive tree , and an inferior member in the bo+ 
dy or branch in a tree, doth act by an antecedent power 
of ſome principal members in the body , or by a power 
pre-exiſting in the root of a tree. The power of rhe uni- 
verſal church was given to the Apoſtles from Chriſt the 
head , and by them as principall members diffuſed in- 
to particular churches. The power of the univerſall 
was in the Apoſtles intenſively. A particular church 
hath the power of Chriſt inthe apoſtles , the power of 
the univerſal church , and the conſoctation of members 
thereby, for its cauſes, The catholick church, or 
Feryſalem which is from above , asthe mother of usall., 
Its power did cxiit in Chrilt , in the apoſtles , 
before it ſelf was in being. The greater can give 
the leſſer, though the Jeſſer can nor give thegrearer. 
Eighthly , What right non-members have ro church- 
ordinances belonging to non-members, ſuch right catho= 
lick members, have to ordinances belonging to 
members, Non-members have iminediare _ to. 
ome 
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ſome ordinances ,as to the preaching of the Goſpel,and 
to adiniſſionuponſutable profefiion of the Goſpell, A 
miniſterial preaching is a church ordinance. Apoſtles 
and all elders have commiſſion to preach to all Nations , 
Mat.28.19, | 

Ninthly, The mcmbers of the church which doth 
derive church priviledges to particular churches , 
have immediate right to ordinances, The catholick 
church doth ſo. The major is-true becaule of the rule, 
de omni per ſe. Fire is immediatly hot as the firſt ſub- 
je& of heat , even every ſparke of fire, And the more 
any thing doth partake of fire, the more it prrakes of 
heat alſo. The minor is trne, becauſe members of 
particular Churches , have right inall churches from 
the catholick. They thataG by catholick power , have 
their being from catholick power ſo farre. The church 
catholick 1s formally a church , and therefore fromally 
indued with power. 

Tenthly , Members that have'iimmediate right to 
baptiſme , have immediate right ro church ordinan- 
ces. Catholick members have ſuch right. Cornel:us 
the Jaylor, Lydia, and ſuch like were baptized imedi- 


ately only as catholick members. The Apoſtles would - 


not or could nor baptize rhem but that they had righe 
thereto. 


y 


Obje&. Theſe and ſuch like were baptized inta the Fewrſh 


church. _— 
Anſw. Not ſo, I. Cornelius was no proſelite circum- 
ciſed, AR.11.3. 2 . The Jaylor was an heathen. 
3. The Apoſtles had left the Jewith church by Gods 
appointment , becauſe they were notin a viſible church 
ſtare, . at thar timeall chat would not be baptized were 
excluded fromthe Chriſtian church , Mark. 16. 16. 
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ded torhie church as nodbeing etthe-ctmrets before/54 
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was/H;par,unk by the fumbreaſon Hheh cheyibugun ts 
baptize wroxhe Chriſtianichireti1q4/:4.25 '{8/Gods 
order dottinqr permitſeparationt 
ir holds the faldudhen lis norprefently ifpon'its Yeje- 
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| trhechriftianchurch-way the only churgh,elſeJews had: 
Z notbeen addedtothe church bur only confirthed at'the' 
5 moſþ-becauſetheywereet theiJewiiiehurth befbre 

baptifae;8/Thelchutth of chriftisdſtiibuiſhedTrort: 
the:Jews,as ſuch, vCor;1672 395, Jews as fach were ait: 
off from the church /A5.11./1% The ctiurchthat was pet-” 
ſecuted by the Jews was the only chureh; elec tr would 
have been ſaidthat oneipatt of "che chnec>perfecuted 
theother;818:152 {85/11 leighortaidth the CHit- 
ftian church only was'perſeciited,of'thircheFews were! 


| baprized into the Chriſtian church only. 10.Chriſtians' 


wete allthe church; and ſodiftinguiſhed from Jewes 
1 Feruſplem y AICH, By £1206 2 SHOOIGD DS 9id mh 
[' *14%5 Fhoſ& that wete biptizet intbtheehutchfivichs 
out tieceffary dependence *upoh (partictifar: chirrches 
have imm=dlaterightto ordinances; Chriſtians Wwerefor 
prized 5 'L-Cor 12 ;t 3, 4dmitrance'to bapriſme mate 
Acabecsvt diſcipleesexpictly'onthe hitches 
ALat481 Ig. Aab71'2 265 £ 
16.andr6.15, And the forenamed were admired: 
ed Baptiſm, thoogh neceiberoof hv particular chntdh. 
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.quinecdlary dopendence.onimemberſhipiio ſome por. 
ticulsr church ahiey have immediate. right, All vifible 
membes5are fo admitted: x. Cor. 10. 17., Pak was 
fo. —, and. conſequently arbers-might; be fo 
2dmi At: ? cal. fo! And;;:it Hack been: ſliewed 
thac they were baptized! inta/the carholike - body , 
and; ſex ar the;:Lerds. table; inthe way of .catholick 
communion as catholickimembers, Beſides a particular 
member is excomunicared ouriaf all cbarches;; for ho 
$ delivered ourof ChriſksKingdome.inta ilazane King; 
d9mBe 2. .& Cor. 5: 5>. This. muſt be effodtdd by catholick 
power, and. may be wichous.dependence on particular 
church pPAWer. 16% FRI PoE ve R 

13. Vikhple members.of thohady.afChrilthave im- 
mediate right.to ordinances z ot hpepncuN arc 
luch , ſuch agreceivg the: teales are. viſible in ating 

withly:, I Gor, 10 17: and..12, 13. Members of a 
particulzr church difſolved by perſectrian , remain vi- 
ſjble membersas doing.nevergutof from Chrifts body, 
irom Chrif-che head A wmembenaf: a corparation dif- 
ſolved. isne:excluded from: being- a.member: of the 
kingdome, _- oor 7 OE 


- I4>, They ;that are: under F{rgels covenant. , . are 
vilible and catholick members of the.body. of Chaift; 
and --have imedian;: right. to ordinances; for are:all 
chriſtians, Zpheſ. 2. 12, 19, Theapoſtſe: makes 7/- 
reels. £ovenam, and: our: covenant the: ſame fox ſub- 

>: 30d. aſlexts all. Ghr tltians by. vetue ; thereof 
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- IF Thar chutch which is the mather.of all balievers 
bach members which: have -iomadiate:right go. ondi- 


nances, 
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ances; fuck'istbe cartolicky- Gull qo:2i6e2 The gnajar 
ite , becaule it ia worher ;and-renall have chil- 
dren , and will own all viſible Chriſtians for hee chil- 
dren, and ſuch as axe members of no particularchurch : 
The Apoſiles had che ſame power and prividedge in all 
churches ,, as ſoon-asthey were Apoſtles, 'anditherefoge 
were not members of a particular church in ſpeci: 
alty. SEE} 05. 
16, The members of that church which hath ordi. 
nances immediatly,have immediate rightzthe cathalick 
chyrch hath ordinances-immediatcly , fret 43. ba; 
This cexr afkrmerhghar:thenathalickicburch' hadi-ars 
dinances and go ocher texa; forceth xo ny gs: and 
interpret it of having ordigances mediatl vVetguc 
of particular chyrches only ; Beſides thas Church is 4 
deſcription of the-primitive church ,'- which was nc 
catholick budy compounded of Jews and Gentiles to- 
gether , and which had ordinances immediazly by the 
Apoſtles, 1 Cor, I2, 13, AB. 2. 47. fe! 
17. Such as have right to ordinances and are by 39 
Scriptaze denyed immediate right , have immediate 
righe ; -catholick. membersrecelve the (cals by right: , 
1-Cor,10,11, and 12.13. | wa 
13. They that are viſibly in covenant have imme- 
diate right , catholick members are viſibly in covenane : 
The major is proved by Ger. 17.7,Rom. 9.4: The minor 
is true, for members of a vidible church are viſibly in 
covenant., and catholik members are viſible members of 
a vidble church, 1Gor.10.19.and12.13.Epheſ.2.19 they 
that do receive the vifible Jeales as.catholick members 


. 


are vikble avſuch. qi 25055 .FY 
19, Such ;as-bave live _ to ordinances 454he: 
Apokiles , have —_— to:ordinances : —_ 
"0 C 
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:higomembershave like right, The Apbſtles:had right 
Po enriticPaneendrigy Apoſtles Dope hot'ſa ment? 
bers of.one church/in —_ ,-as hot to betnembers 
of others by licecreaſon;”- FThey were 'catholick' el 
ders, and therefore well-mightbe catholick members : 
memberſhip dothgiverighttoordinanees xs hath been | 
ſhewedy: / 2 3h q. & bs tf I 9:2 

20, Power in catholick Elders immediatly to-diſ- 
penſe ordinances, argueth priviledg in catholick mem- 

bers of like extent. Eatholick eldess have '/power im- 
mediatlyzodifpenſe ordinances, UIMat; 28119, - And 
albelders have this commiſſion'to the end of the world, 
Except wheren.other Scriptures: ſhews a difference. 

2.1, Suchasareiimmetiarly -unized to Chrift- ; the 
viſible - head of the-church,'as- ſuch', have -imme2 
diate'righr-; Catholik® members ate-lo united. 'The 
major'isfirme.They thatareviſiblyuniced ro the head; 
are viſibly unired/ro the body. A member in thenatural 
body is united £5 the'whole z'if toany pare. - And all 
members in Chriſts body are united tothe head imme- 

diatly. i The covenant dorhiimmediarly unite to Chriſt , 
and in'Chriſt to the church.” Asone finger- may ſubliſt 

whep the reſt are cut of, ſa'a* member ' united to 

Chrift doth ſabſiſt though - there were but that one 
{ it were poſſible by providence)alone upon -the earth; 

' 22, Such achave'vifible fatth,hive immediate righr 

to orditarices, AF.'8. 37.” *Catholick members have 

viſible i faich-, eMe- they: were: not viſible members; 

Vilible memberſhip ſuppoſerth profeſſion of faith; 

with acceptance on-the churches part. £; 

23. Such as have viſible repentance have immediare 
right; 481.389 Catholick members have vilible: re- 
penrance.. Loviſible faicti doth'unice' to Chriſt and the 
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cayſiicalchurchy myfticaliy, viſiple fait doth uniroes, | 


Chriſt; andrhe'viſibple church vitiblyYas to our»par 

when we covenant with Chriſt aro we do pla. 
citly covenam with the charck/Aviſible church s/ſuch a 
one as is intelligible'by che help of ſenceugvilible mem- 
ber is ſucha'one: as is intelligible byrh& help vf ſenſe, A 
_ particular churctrhath for ies efficients;chelaw otChrift, 
the conſentof the univerſall, and conſoctation.; and a 
formall terme reſulting from theſe , is. a right to-dif- 
penſe and partake of church ordtnances,why.thould-nor 
the: power of thecatholick church be aseffeQual ro:con- 
ſiture a member , inthe way of regular profeſſion, as 
tocompleat a particular church inthe way of confocia- 
tion? Catholick elders were complete elders,though only 
catholick, why ſhould not catholick : members ,though 


only catholick,be complere'metimbers, the power of the | 


catholick church iscomplece, withour: the power of a 
particular church. Prim#s in 0m#1 genere,aat et nonrecipir; 
why ſhould not catholick elders. and members alſo as 
ſuch be complete.' The temple in Ezek:43.12, hath irs 
ordinances and officers,!and' there is:no need; to diftin= 
guiſh ofdrs having-ſuch furnizute mediarly.lts firſt par- 
J rterne, the matcriallremple had'immediarte ſervice in 
g it.. A-councell without: authority , cannot neceſſarily 
oblige toexternal obedience either ative or paſſive,nor 
with anchoricy withour ſome catholick pawer:,”-or new. 
conſoctation;8 the apofiles had the powerof a councel;; 
without neceſſary.dependance on particular churches. 
3X Object. 1/rael was a national church, therefore members 
7 ſbip in Iſrael was not catholich. 4 

2 - -A»ſ.\ The temple was catholick for atl members in 
the world , in caſe they would be ſubje&ro the ordi= 
nancesof God inibeig circumciſed. 2. Duc 
TG | cat 


— 
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* Coptrerning the uatity of 

.catholick for al:ſuch praſc)ytes. 3, The covenant was 
carholick to entertain all nations , :it being the ſame 
.in ſubſtance with.the Chriſtian and Goſpell covenant 
both vidibly and .invicibly. It:was catholick in ſubſtance, 
. national in circumſtances, in ſome Jewiſh privi- 
Aedgesinthe land of Ganges. It was catholick.inreſpe&t 
F e ardinances . .4- 4ſrael was a pattern. of the 
whole Geentile church, and cburch chriftian , Ezek.43. 
II, Rev.T 1. > je [ 
Obzet. One church 31: particular may be called the | 
church by a:Syneckdoche generts, or many churches either, ® 
4y an Enallage. © | TER 
Aaſmw. 2. What need of flecing to figures, 2. The ! 
Catholick church is expreſly called onebody , Genm eſt ! 
ans teutumratiene. And where is found an Enallage ! 
in fuch a.definite expreſſion. 3. H all churches becal- 3 
led one bady andehurch.vifible z why ſhould we .not 2 
giveitchurch power , as well astoa particular.charch, 7 
becauſeſocalled. 4. Conſiderzhe reaſons for a viſible | 
politick church. 5.1t is evident that. by the church; is J 
not meant any one particular ſomtimes , nor yet all z 
particular churches as-ſuch. Paul is ſaid to perſecure |} 
che church. 48.8, 3. And Pavl perfecuted :aQtually 1 
more churches then. one , in-tentionally all, The. Car- Þ © 
:nthians are {aid tobe baptized into.one body with Paul. Þ 4 
And the Corinth:zans. were: noe baptized with. Paul into | © 
all particular churches. as ſuch , nor yer into [any if © 
one a5 ſuch , as: a;particular church , +1 Coriatby, Ml 7! 
IS. 13, os fo: BL 3 B's & b. 
'Objet. Elders are [& in \the charch . by elefion | 
bit elders c1are ©. wot .'ſet in: 'the catholick by\ *elec- | 

2 $f; 335-14; | 20} gg 4903 5] ot. 
 fAuſw. Is Apoſites iwere not ſet tin the church by 
"RE che 
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"the Chureb .Caobelick: 


| theeleQionof the Church. 2. All okdensfofavasthey 
are cleaed by particular churches, are alſo.clefted to 


be: catholick elders, Hat. 28.19. 3. All members 
are: admitted | allo tro be carholick. members: ; 
I: (or. 12.: 13+ and''10., 17%\--! Particular churches 
do ſo. at by the, power and confeye of the; wii 
verſ(all. | | 7 
ObjeR. where are any catholic officers diſtin from: the 


; particular ? 


eAnſw. 1 Chriſt is aca tholick viſible head., like 


| che high prieſtin 1(vael 2-All elders as united, apd as 
2 ardained.bythe the power and conſentof the catholick; 


The ſame prieſt and Levits might adminiſter in. the 


| F comple, which did xeach and governia- particular cities 
_ F and Snagagues.. The'Princesof the tribqs.unired , had 
. F power over all. 1ſzael; 3. The Apoſtles:were as:a tand-. 


1 wg: catholick counfel} like: the great ſynedrion its - 
2 Jeruſalem. The: more. united. ppwer is devolued upor. . 
b wy one, the mare. power of- office. is derived: to: , 
" ho HT : (2364. ELS | 
Y Objeft. Elders cannot aft in\'a- particular chusch:' but: 
3 at: the. pleaſure of the. particulari church as . catholick, . 
elders. Elders are not partiall .or . occafionall: els: 
2 -: of. 1. Itiis granted that. elders-may: 262ch and; ; 
adminiſter the ſeals outof theirowningtherchurches:;; . 


In.chis reſpe& they: are occaſionall and: partall.: And- : 


© act thus as. clders, though at the: pleaſure of: other - 
Y churches.. 2. . One elder-mayac; only atthepleafure of: : 
3 bi5.own particular Church ;. i6:there-bea:presbytery: 
there: The presbytery may have, cauſe! to: reſixainc or: - 
ſilence one elder in part-or inwhole. 3.. united: power: - 
maygiveavy one elderrightto preach and. aft in _ 
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 thetichurchcbefdes. his. own. withdit askingany-leave? 
4: 'Thr:zrcaſon why leave is tabe asked ariſerh.from the 
Jurifdidtioti df all particular. churches within chem- 
{clves/appointedby Chriſt for the defenſe-ofivach.con 
gregation againſt all {nfertar or zquall power. withorit it 
teltand not 19 oppoſition.to ſuperior power in the catho. 
lick church. 645308 
. Qbject.. A. catholtck mndiuiduall integrall. ,- being 
ſpecies ſpecialifima cannot be cauſall ro a'paitucular:. 
ahatch 557 5:J:!tt; dvilc ls 8985 Rin) 7 Od 
2:Anſw, Ihefame univerſallcannotiþe.icaufallimrany: 
ane ijparticular church. conſidered as 'a: preſent part 
——_— nuts 315: 2: En fab 5:71 
Ts 9 08, ui Bae we Chl | 
camic þ hadapowerrit0! rdterht genules1v ic felt. | 
after Chriſtcame ," A CBE hacdus olive <oabilen k 
the produceing of:children, and yer 1s not a mother 
but by having children produced. And. pawer to pro- 
areate chi)dren , doth vertnally- contain init power-to | 
govern children , and Feruſalem which is from above'is. 
the. morher of us.all Galt. PIES 15: 
Objed&.The Apoſtles were ſet in the church at Jeruſalem®') 
enpecial. >). odd * . | 1 TOA p | «5 Es Th 
Anſw. In reſpec of habitation for a time but not inre- 
ſpect of {peciat incorporation dramemberſhip. They'as a- 
paſtles:were diſjoyned4rom particular churchs:-in poinc 
of ſpecial memberſhip. And they had their commiſſion 
before there was'any particular church: as Chriſtian 
confiitured/ar Fe?aſelemſuppalc' many catholick mem-. | 
bers opcxifting with thei Apoſtles) rhough:there was. 
nopanichlarctuirch , -yet the Apoiles power.in refer: 
ence ro thoſe members;, - may be. denominated:church 
power formally:carholick, Befides power a _ 
# vol -hri 
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Concerning the unity'of: 8c.) \ 


Chriſt miſſion or commiſion , not from the actual exiſt. . 
ence of its obje&t, And Chriſtſent the Apoſtles or gave 
them their commilion to be catholick elders, to make 
diſciples and Churches before any was made indiftinc 
tion from the Jewiſh church. And therefore the apo- 
ſtles namely the elcven ar leaſt were inveſted with ca- 
tholick power formally in reference to their miſſion and 
commiſtion from Chrift, Before there was any catho- 
lick church exhiſting in particular churches or in any 
particular church. A ſheepard may be a ſheepard by 
contract before he hath any flock. A paſtor indeed ts 
not 2 paſtor inrelation to a flock without a flock , bur 
yet he may bea paſtor without aflock:, in relation to 
his miſſion or ordination from Chriſt. . Catholick 
church power did exiſt in members , before the univer. 
{all church did formally exiſt in particular churches, 
to wit in Chriſt the head, and alſo inthe Apoſtles as 
principall members under Chriſt, The Apoſtles: were 
the fountaines of all church power and were ſupreme 
upen earth , and therefore had catholick power toen. 
at and derive according to the occaſions of the church 
inits increaſe. A viſible church covenant tf catho- 
lick, is effentially the vifible covenant of grace, A 
viſible church covenant referring to a particular church 
as ſuch is accidentally , the covenant of grace. A par- 
ticular church covenant 15-an adjunt&t of the cove. 
nant of grace. The covenanr of grace doth contain 
all duties in ir, therefore church dutyes and church fel: 
low(hip. ra ud: 
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The conſtitution and diviſzon of particular 
Churches, | 
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Prop. 3. 


A Particular church may confift of many congregati- 
ons , though they have ſeverally their elders and 
church power within themſelves. | 
1. Here ts no rule to define a particular congre- 
gation, 2. The church of the Jews was nation- 
all containing many Synagogues. 3. Weare ingrat- 
ted into the covenant of the Jewiſh church , and the in- 
Kirution of Chriſt , doth nor forbid a nationall church , 
Rom.11.17. Epheſ. 2.22. 4, The church of Jeruſalem 
that had ſo many apoſtles, clders , and members in it 
was many congregations for the ordinary : Elſe how. 
could fo many exerciſe their miniſtry there. 5. Ittsre- - 
quiſite to edification and the honour of Chriſt, Poor 
and lictle conzregations cannot maintaine ſuch as arc a- 
ble to carry on Church affairs ſutably and compleatly.. 
6: When all congregattans repared to Tytw as one cen- 
rer of government in (7ete, there was one church con- | 
ſifting of many congregations. Many corporattons may } 
have their peculiar goycrament, and yet be ſubordinate 
tothe city governme-ntalſo, 7. There is one catholick 
church yr | churches ; and conſequently there may bz 
one'of many. Ir is a. breach of norule for prudence wo 
| Mi | rected. 
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| of particular Churches, ; 24 1 
| . TE Qed by circumſtances to define the qua - ofchar- X —_ 
: ches. 8. By church , 2dat,18.17. cannot be means ofi« 


ly one particular congregation of Elders, becauſerhat 

. ule direted chriſtians to go and tellan Apoſtle as in- 
dued with compleat church power in himſelf, There- 

fore by church there is meant church power: , whether 

in one congregation or in many , or over all. Beſides 

" 3 T:mothy was to receive accuſations immediatly , 1.7m. 
3 5.19. Indecd the whole presbyteryof the Apoliles, and 

ſo catholick church power is contained in that rule. 

For it concerned Apoſtles themſelves:,. and. an Apoſtle 

FF was totellthe presbytery of the Apoſtles , which was 
| the catholick church power inthe concrete. 8. There 
' may be councells occaſionally, and why not alſo con. 

| Sonr'y; or ſome other like conſociation prudence ſo diſs 

pd J. | --) 4,610 If? 
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Prop.q n 


Church having elders, or an elder in it , is oulya 

church in ſpecialty. | 

I. A church is deſcribed as inducd with power, 

Mat.16.19. and 18, 17, Rom. 9, 4. Churches arc 

candleſticks to hold forth light. But churches have nor. 

the keyes of doctrine or difdpline without elders, A 

candleſtick without its light. dath n6t give light , :ac- 

cording totheſetexts,a church isnoteſſentially a church 
if ir be not indued with power. | FORT: 

2. An organized body is maimed by loſing 

| : E 2: _ any 


= - \ bn 

© as Cd. » £ ax. x 
_ - - 03 El ne WH: $0 er 2 CS 
2-0" Sale by wr % tin Zn NC © 'y 26-1 tered i - 
I SIS Cats ©» og and Bees hg ; 
= > - - " As % _ _ 


ir at 


* Eb SS i YR. I IR - 
Ty -— F ad LO" INTE. 
x eee BEN pO TER ER ECTS 2 
He v = S os” £1 $. x IS OI 
. > . -— Ke 7 
4 


C onſtitution and diviſions 


-any- members;: deſiroyed , by looſeins principalt 
canoes; 2: 701552 NE, 7 Xa +: 

'3- :Achurch in ſpecialty is united to diſpenſe and 
partake of the ordinances,and therefore is not efſentialy 
united withour ſuch organs as are necclary to that end. 
Principall members are neceſſary to the lite of a man ; 
A\ company of Chriſtians met together to pray is 
eflentially a church in reference to that end, and in 
a _ ſenſe but nor in ſpecialty if unired nov othe- 
wite. . 
- | ObjeR. A Church is called a church without proper elders, * 
"AR.1 % | Fe 

Anſw. Ina large fenſe a family , a civil meeting is a 
church , And forhoſe company of Chriſtians might be 
called churches. 4nd-they might have prophets to 
promove their meeting. eA candleſtick is a candleſtick 
eſſentially without a light in it. But the queſtion is whe- 
ther they were churches indued with church power, 
offenſive and defenſive alſo. ©ut 70 ſunt cum epiſcopo 
208 ſunt in eccleſia , it Cyprian be the judge. 

Obje&. Churches may be dlefcribed frequently by elders 
and: yet be churches without elders , and ſo be deſcribed ty 
church power , ana.yet be churches eſſentially without power, 
AQs 14. | 

 Anſw. All willgrant that power is neceſſary to a= |} 
politick body. And as thoſe texts cited do attribute {| 
power to churches , ſo no other do allow as to con- 
cetve a church in ſpecialty as a body politick with- 
out power. A vil Society in reaſon is no body po- 
litick without power. Eccleſia eſt plebs epiſcopo adjunia.. 
Cypr. 
Object, Elders united are not elefled by the churches as 
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Res of particular Churches. - 


Anſw. It is ſuficient they are ſet in the church by or- 
dination and eleftion at firſt: particular churches act by 
the poſer of the catholich cling and ordaining. 

nd alt ought to ſubmit to elders once cl«ed and or- 

ined in all things correſpondent to their commiſſion, 
which for edification as occaſion and prudence requires, 
rcacheth all perſons and places according to order, All 
elders have a catholick power, tor the baptizing of con- 
uerts as the caſe requires,for the maintaining the com- 
munion of churches in both ſeales , ſo alſo to protect 
it in councells and convenient combinations. All elders 
have commiſſion to admit and baptize diſciples as the 
Apoſtles did , though into no particular Churches. 
Chriſt did hold lights without candleſticks and ſtars 
without ſpheres in his own hand , in primitive dayes, 
And every Church doth cle& and ordaine for the ca- 
tholick , for all as occaſion ſerves; Elders of one 
Church may adminiſter the ſeals and preach as mini- 
ſers to another Church, though nor ele&ed by it im- 
mediatly. Polycarpw diſpenſed the Lords ſupper at Rome 
though he was a Biſhop of 4a. 

Objeftion , A: combination of divers Churches , 
ſevers the parts of anelders office : ruling from teaching. 

.1:ſ. Elders have power to teach and baptize , &c. 
members of other Churches and yet not to excomuni- 
care them out of Chriſts kingdom. And they may on- 
ly teach ſome, never having occaſion to diſcipline them.. 
Yet clders united have power to teach as well as 
ro rule other Churchesas there is cauſe. Fhey may 
delegate any one to preach, ſo far their united power 
xeacheth tro command thoſe Churches which they rule,. 
to hear a meſſage from God and fromthe elderſhip.. 
And there is more office put upon one fo. delegated 
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The conſiuntion and diviſion 
| by united power; then he poſleſſcrh as conſidered an el- 
der of one: particular Church. Thete is more office 
in an elderſhip conſidered colleively,then in elders ſin 
gly and diftributively. 
Object. Councells though an ordinance hate no authority. 
Anſw. 1. It they have not preceprive authority, then 
no obedicnce is required turther then any one fees 
cavſe. (a) 2. Preceptive authority without corre- 
Y Etive, is a ſword without an edge. 3. The church in all 
q ek, timcs have owned the authority of Councels. 4, God 
E haveco3u by. provided 2 ſtanding conucell of Apoſtles and o- 
& firyrocom* ther extraordinary Elders 1n primitive days, and the 
churches neccſlirys do call for ſome all along. 5. Acatho- 
lick church yeilds an authoritative councel catholick,a 
5 _ catholick power&elderſhip fruſtra datur potentiaque non 
| þ according to Yeducrtwr in alum. (b)6.All elders have catholick power 
| rhe congregati- co adminilter theSeales to other churches , why not 


; onal way, there 


© Os foreraignry, #110 to Zovern them , while the integrity of Jurisdi- 
* impunity and tion in particular Churches is preſerved. If coun- 
| liberty toba cells be without authority , then there is no authori- 
- . without ary re 


L drefle from zu. & to relieve a minor part in any Church. They do nor 
+ -chortty eccleſi- bind the peccant to right the innocent ., unleſs they 


- aftical inevcr 


cul > Judge themſelves , ſed ſe judice nemo rew , fup- 


© church, & now Poſe a member an elder, the minor part offended , 
: __ and a councell Judging on the innocent fide , yer if 
| K'ngdome and He Major part doth counterjudge the counce), it be- 
| one church in Ing not bound to active or pafhve obedience , rhe 
I Ty, tanocenrt Kill (hall ſuffer , without redreſſe from au- 
E. Gp perie thority. If the conncell demes communionto the ma- 


| Repub. ic can- jap pare, yet the innocent is not relieved. The major 


-- not 3dmit Eve- 


| oy pariica'ar Pare may hold communion and ſoveraign rule, and 
- church as ſuch then the ingocent party mult either remain deſtitute 
__ of ardinguces, or repair to other churches, There is 
:- - : cl 90 
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of particular Churches 


no authority #7» foro ecclefiaFico to interpole for help, 
no conſcience of obedience without conſcience of au- 
thority. The councel denies communion wichſubmiſſion 
to their ſeveral churches. lf the ſeveral churches do con- 
ſent, it refers only to communion in their ſeveral Chur- 
ches ,and rhe m3jr part is all this while not denyed 
commu on at home by any church authority. 8.1ſrae! 
had irs ſtanding counce}, and was atype of the Chriſti- 
an Church according to ſubſtance; Rev. 11. I, and 
21.9. Ez#k.43. 11, deſcribes the Chriſtian Church, 
as Catholick, and as having Prieſts ro Judge , in con- 
formity to the pollicy in Iſrael for ſubſtance. 10. The 
policy appointed by God is far from priviledging the 
major part with ſupremacy and impunity in all par- 
ticular congregations over the whole carth. Look 
back to cMzſes and the apoſtles. By Gods providence 
we have decrees of Apaſtles and Elders in reference 
to churches upon record , 48. 15. The apoſtle had 
authority ro make decrees , and they ſpake if we be- 
lievethem, as exerting their authority , notin the 
way of ſuafion , but by impoſition. Particular Chur- 
ches have a divided power, not an independent pow - 
er, the Catholik Church hath nor loſt bur oncl 
changed its councel}s. Every particular church thougt 
there be not opportunity alwayes to conſociate , is ſub- 
ordinate to the power of the Catholick in other 
. Churches. Everygate innew Feruſalem is ſubje&t to 
the whole City of Gad. 11, An Elder ſuppoſed in 
the congregationall way to have authority, leaves the 
people ar liberty to Votre or to be neutrall, whenhe 
propounds a caſe to be voted; Doth not a councel] 
much more 1t it be not inveſted with authority © 1 2. 
The major part ts ſubje& to no Church puniſhment 
tf councels have no authority. Prop.. 
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Prop. 1. 


Le&ion by common members, is not cſſentiall ro 
the conſtitution of Elders. 

x, Chriſt ſent prophets and apoſtles immediatly 
without any eleQion by men , and he may alſo ſend 
elders imediately by Elders without election by mem- 
bers , I donot argue now a poſſe ad effe. 2. Prieſts 
and Levits deſcended from Prieſts aud Levirs accor- 
ding to ordinance. And they were ordained with- . | 
out election by common members , and Prieſts toge- 
ther which levites were patterns of Goſpel miniſters 
except wherein Chriſts conſtitution makes a difference, 
Ezek. 44.15. 3. Miſhon is only made effentiall 
Rom.10, 14. And mifhon doth exclude eleQion by the 
people in irs proper notion, Miſhon denoted an a& 
of another to the people, eleftionis an at of and 
from the people. 4. Paul and Barnabas are ſaid to 
ordain Elders , Timothy and Titus arc inſtructed to or- 
dain Elders without any mention of the Peopleselecti- 
on. And we mnkſt follow ſuch examples, as they are 
recorded in their proper texts unleſle other Scriptures 
do forbid. The word x+p7-m'0av75; is appropriaied to 
Paul 'and- Barnabas , 10 as properly it rather- holds 
forth cleQion by the extending of their own hands 

_ ; though 
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Converning the Power of 1 


conſtirute7/mothy and Tit there ſo for a time, why may 


' buted to the apoſtles, AF.5.3.The original word is uſed 
for a complear conſtitution of office, 49.7. 10. Lyb.12. 
42. The text doth fully appropriate the collation of the - 
office to the apoſtles. 8, The people have not the keyes, 
. therefore they cannot give them,n1hil dat quod non hater. 
9. The apoſtles had the keyes,both to uſe and to give. 
They only had the keyes,they & their ſacceſſors, there- 
fore they & their ſucceſſors can only give them, Yat.16. 
17.8:28.19,20, I0-Ir ismeet that ſacred things ſhould - 
be tranſmitted from Chriſt by perſons proportionably 
ſacred. 11.The apoſtles did ſomthing in the eleion of 
Mathias without the concurrence of the common mem- 
bers of the catholick church, though he was elected for 
Bn COMER , AR.1.14. : , 1 
Thrre were diſciples wth the Apoſtles at the eleftion of Mathias. Obje&, + 7 
Anſe1. There might be the ſeventy +a , which _ | 
might a over all churches in ſubordination to the apoſt- 
les. 2. They that caſt lots may only be the apoſtles accor- 
ding to the text. 3.The common diſcipes were women 
partly,and as they are excluded from ating, ſuway all 
other common diſciples. 4. It cannot be granted 
that common diſciples, ſo _ of the whole without 
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'_ , Conghtrung the Power of tbe Church. 

ny commitifion from the reft', could a& by way of 
power in the name of the carhof{ick Church, 5. If it 
Had been the Churches due, the Apoſtles would have 
given notice ro the 'brethren elſwhere, all being con- 
cerned ih it'as well as thofe rhen prefent. 6. It thoſe 
preſent afted in the way of power , or by due and neceſ- 
fary right, how came it to paſſe thatthoſe which were 
abſent , had not right to be acquainted with the inten- 
ded action. 7.It appears in conclufion,that the Apoſtles 
could have proceeded without thoſe common brethren 
preſent,as well as without thoſe many hundreds abſent, 
what they might rogether with the ' Apoftles in a 
brotherly way upon their 'occaſionall preſence , 
do unto the promoveing of the eleQtion , I cannor 
determine. | 

Objea. The Apoſtles ſent Timothy and Titus with ſuch 
over-ruling power. DO E 

Arnſw. Then we have the Apoſtles example for the 
chuſing of elders in ſuch a manner without the peo- 
ple, as well as for the chuling of deacons by the 
people. | Ws: 
 Obje@. Timathy azd Titus were Evangelifs. 

Anſw. But if the Apoſtles had the fame power to | 
chuſe,ordaine and impoſe extraordinary elders upon | 
the Grer/a, Churches without their cleCtion, or not ask- } 
ing their conſent, why might they nor alſo have ſent or- 
dinary elders in like manner ? Ir doth not appear that 
ſuch extraordinary elders. as evangeliſts had abſo- 
0 power in all churches diſtriburively from their 

Ce, | 

Obje&. Timothy and Titus had power where ever they 
came being once elefled and ordained. | : 

 eArſn. And why had the apoſtles power to ae 
RARE : ; . them 
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them withoue thee|efionof lie: | 
dain deacotis or ordinary elders? And: where: appears 
the unlimmitted commitfion of the evangelidts in an ab- 
ſolute way? Ir isclear, they were ſubordinate tothe 
apoſtles, And though exeraordinary eldets-wnited had 


; powet to inake decrees with the apoſtles; 48/15. yerir 


15 a queſtion whether ſuch ſingly had abſolute power in 
all churches from their office. owe 26.61 1 
Object. The church hath the keyes wirtually though not 
Anſw. The ſacred office of elders which is teprefent- 
edby the keyes , is originally inChriſt , and by him 
conveyed to the apoſtles immediately , and by chem ry 


. ſucceeding elders mediately, ſo that it never comes in- 


to the peoples hands, they have not the keyes vir- 
tually by Chriſts inſtitution , therefore they have not 
the keyes virtually, 

Objea, All men are naturally free, and the ſubjetiion 
of themſelves to another , grues another ' authority over 
them, | | foiciy 

Anxſw. Since ſinne and death do take away. rightfull 
Lords & fathers,fome are naturally free in civil policy : 
But noneare naturally free in reſpe@ of Chriſts media- 
tory lordſhip. Allare abſolutly ſubjet to Chrift before 
cogverfion unwillingly, after converſion willingly. And 
therfore they are ſubject to Chiiſts diſpole,8&inrel 
of voluntary ſubjedion alſo, all becomes Chritſis diſci- 
ples. AndChriſt requirs all to be ſubje& to his miniſters, 
that are bis diſciples.Meer ſubjction may makeacivil 
governour , but not give ſacred orders. 

 ObjeA. Chrift doth perndt all to difpoſe of themſelves #1 
ger what miniſters they. _ 7 3293 vol 7800 


4 have elders to carry themſclves' 
is Ws as - 


Concerning thr Power of the Church. 

as fathers to children,and as brethrento brethren, and fo 
tocontent diſciples fo farre as it is reaſonable andzeol- 
lerable. And becauſe it is for edification chat people 
ſhould aprove of their elders , therefore their conſent 
may be asked and defired ,. and clders. ſhould nor be 
impoſcd on'a people,unlcfie there be great and ſufficient 
cauſe for ſuch extremity. 2: 

That which Groti»s ſaith of a civilKociety , may be © 
here applyed to the ecclefiaſtick. Nequris iz cruitate 
maneat mutw , & liertatis fundamentum eſt , ſui quem- 

Juris & dimittends. & retinend: effe dominum.Gregatim 
dif cedi non peſſ eſatis expeditum eſt ex. neceſſitate finis. Nam 
þ61d liceat,cruilis ſoctetas ſubfiftere non poſſit Nec liceat ſin- 
gults. fi ſocietatis interſs., 


Objce&. The brethren did ele the deacons. 


eArf. The apoſtles endeavoured to content them be- 
ing offended i1 an{ office concern'dcheir eftates about 
which'men are ſo apt to be offended. 2. The cbufing of 
deacons is notan example for chuſing of elders. 3.They 
did not vote whether they ſhould Jr or not,the apoſt- . 
les commanded'them tochuſe.q. They did-nor votre whe. 
ther they. ſhonld chuſe ſeven fewer or more,the apoſtles 
commandediand preſcribed- the number. 5. They did 
not: yore :at. all ſo farre as is expreſſcd, bur only named 
perſons which the apoſtles accepted. They - preſented 
them as at the eletionof Hath:ias,and the common mem- 
bers did not vote there as hath been proved, AR. 1.23; 
They did not vote there with the-apoſiles,for they died 
what they did as without the apoſiles,elſe why is it ſaid 
that they ſer chem before the apoſtles. They 
prefenred them-to- the apoſtles. not with chem: The 
TE | apoſtles. 
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Concerning the Power of the Church. 


apoſtles did not puy it rovote, butonly bid them: con-- 
ſider of ſome meer men which they naming wiſhed to 
preſet themſelves. 6. The apoſtles arc ſaid roreſcrye 
power of coniticucing them in the office,v.5.7.The apoſt- 
les had power co refule ſuch asthey thought unmeecr.77- 
mothy had power tadeny impoſition of hands. 8. They had 
power tochule others without the people,had there been 
cauſe , as wel) as to preſcribe the number,command the 
action, and chuſe Evangeliſts without t he people.lt the 
brethren vored, the apoſtles did not vote with them, nor 
bid them vote, nor asked their yore, nor is it ſaid that 
chey did vorc, and why ſhould not the apoſtles vote 
with them, or ask thcix vores ? Bs | 

ObjcR.. The apofiles meght have power , which other el- 
ders. do come ſbort of in eleftion, _ 

eanſw., But whence do we pleadthe powerof the 
people inelection , it this example of the Apoſtles doth | 
not yeild it , Beſides , apoſtles and elders have the (a) Cyprian: 2 
ſame commiſſion further then ir is limitted by <l{ewhere'dodp 


conſequences ,and ſome texr other ,. Hat. 28. —— 


I9, 20. | confticured by 
Object. The people did ele thei Biſbops 11 primitive Je | 


dayes. about two hundred and forty years after Ch/1jt.Cypri- felfin ele&ions -. 
an doth aſſert it ſtrenuouſly, -  didburconfulr 


 Anſw. 1, Cyprianalually was Pehemens orator. 2 Te rods. + | 
15 granted in way of prudence but not-as virtually eſſen- the merits and 
eiall and abfolutly neceſfary-inall cafes. 3. Ir is clear manners of 


that Cyprian did ordain miniſters of all ſores ,. an elder — 9 


or ſacerdos, as. he ſpeaketh- bath without rhe pre- wibriding for _ 

Y fence and conſent alſb of the people. (2) Numidicas en 

& was thus ordained, Epift.35.4.Bifhops deſticute of a- istadion from. - 

paſtolical gifts, power , calling , civil proteCtion, apd allandcoall 

fa depending. upon the people for honour and main- cerned, Fab. 
FENaNce 27.8 33.& 
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 Ele&ion dotb- tenance and in times of fchiſme ; faQion , and per+ 
chiefly conſe, {cation , mighe cafily make more of the peoples e- 
crate the peo- Ia | a a « 
-ple xo egificari- Ietion then Chriſts inſtitution afforded, 5. The peo» 
on,bur the elder Je might. eaſily incroach in this reſpect. And 
ſhipto pon ® 1eſeernes they did encrozch unto tumultious & bloody 
more then the eleRtions, till Chriſtian Emperours ſaw. it neceſſary 
| _— - to reſtrain' them, Hence Nazrazzen affirmed that 
99" © thechulſing of Biſhops,cither wholly or chicfly belong+ | 
ed ro the Clergy in Epitaphio patris. 6, I find northar 
.thechurch did ever count popular eleion eſfential, 
neither doth 'the inſticurion of Chriſt "appear for | 
any ſuch thing. | 
- Inthat LThave formally ſappoſed popular eleQion | 
' For much neceſfary , and impoſition of hands for lit- ! 
tle neceſſary , I now humbly impure it eo my wezk-. | 
neſſe in Judgement \, as well as to my edatcati- | 
on, amongſt ſuch as were for the congregationall 
way. | 7 
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Prop. 2 | 


T- is unlawfull for common -members to ordain el- | 
ders. 1. - Todifpence that which is religiouſly ſa- 

cred by inſtjtutivn , belongs not to common members. | 
But to ordain elders is to diſpence that which is re- 

*. ligiouſly ſacred by divine inſticution. The major 1s | 

clear from Gods-ordinarice. God appointed ſacred ! 

perſons under Law. and Goſpell to diſpence-. rhings | 

ceremoniouſly and ſacramentally holy. | The. minor 

is aye ,: becanſe ordination doth - diſpence a —_— 

© 616, 2544 *” OT- 
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Concerning the Power of the Chureb. 39. 
office , or faculty to diſpence the ſeales and-all or- 
dinances , either ordination or election dorh diſpence 
the ſacred office , noteleQtion , therefore ordinati-- 
on? 2, It wgs unlawtu]l under the law, for the peq- 
ple to ordain Piicfts and Levitcs , and elders, and 
'Y IO deacons are their ſucceſſors, and repreſented by them. 
7 F And the inftitucion of Chriſt doth not make any ſuch 


t Þ difference in reſpe& of ordination, 3, If the bre- 

> {© thren had power to conſtitute or ordain elders , why ;; ,. .. 4. 

. did they not impoſe hands ſomtimes with the A- 21. Ezck. 44. 

2 pottles, more might have impoſed hands, beſides Paul 75: 
- 3-23. 


and Barnabas , «AF. 14, For the exerting of power, © 
. | there was aſmuch cauſe to ordain as to name per- 
a ' ſons in elections, But Pau! and Barnabas only are 
- | ſaid ro impoſe hands, or ſtretch out hands, 48. 14. 
23. The Prieſt and Levites were types of clders 
and deacons, in a general] ſence concerning their 
ll | :2dminiſtration * Why not alſo concerning their con- 
ſtirution > And the Prieſts and Leivers were conſti- 
F tnated by propagation and ordination from . Priefts 
g and Levitcs , fo elders were propagated trom the 
approbation and ordination of the Apoſtles as ſpi- 
ricuall fathers. Corift is rhe great patriarch and the A- 
poltles are patriarchsunder him, 4. The Ark is called 
J the figure ortypeot baptiſm, ſo Pricſts are types of el- . 
g ders, 5. Ic leflensthe rcligious eſtcem of the Sacred of + 


-C 

. & fice ro make ir ſocommon, as to ariſe from the com- 

_ BE mon people, 6. Ir leſſens the religious eſteem of the 

- © oly or4inances, to make them. ſo common in the riſe. 


3 Bod conſticurion of the elders which are f{cp3rated to 22 
g diſpence them. 7, Itleffens the religious eſtcem: of 


n or holy and great God, to make ſuch as approach 
3 i fo cer ro him indiſpenſing holy things, nootherwiſe 
* ſacred . 


WLLM 
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ſacred then as conſecrated by common members. It | 
hath not been lawfull for any, but ſacred perſons to 
{weep his houſe , or ſo much as to rouch holy things 
under the Law. 8. I find norule nor example n 
Gods word affording common members a licenſe to 
ordain. 9. It was never known in the Church of 
God till of late years, it is the preſumption of this 
age , Viuipervenimus illus, ſed conſuetudo eſt optima ju- | 
ris interpres. 10. According to the congregationall | 
principles an elder being eleQed is efſenually an el- 
der, and ſhould he not then be fitter ro pray , blefle, 
conſecrate. and pronounce ſentence , then the common 
members. @ 

Elders are meet organs to bleſſe the people,nor the 
pcople to bleſle the clders in publick worſhip and in 
way of power. Chriſtiant ſumus propter nos , paſtores ſu- 
eu propter Vos. Auguſitx. Beza allows the people on- 
ly an implicite conſent incleion it ſelf, Epift. 65.and 
67. and13. 

Object. However the people may n0t ordain , yet it | 
muſt be granted that they ought in way of conveniency, 
to ele8 perſons lefore elders to ordaine them, AQ, 
6 


Azſw. When Miniſters are ordained from a- 
monglt a ſocicty , as the Deacons were in Feruſalem, | 
It is meer that whereſoever elders are ordained, that 

| there ſhould be ſufficient reſtimony given concerning 
them by ſuch as are preſent , yer the Apoſtles did 
chuſe Evangelits and fent them to officiate, where they 
were not elected , and there may be cauſe for catholick ? 
or ſuperiour power to place elders where they were 
not elected , and that without their conſent alſo, 
that are intolerably unreaſonable , It a” 
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3 his flock did reject Fohn's meſſcngers . Fobn 
could ccnftrain them ro dre obedience contra- 
ry to their conſcne , place anuther in Diotrephes his 
ro0OM. | | 

Object. eA paſtour and his flock"are relates , and 
therefore a paſtor 1s ronſtituted by his flock. 


Arſw. There muſt be ſomthivg to pracede there. 


lation as a foundation thereof. And this is not neceſſa- 


rily mutuall conſent , _bur mxy be miſfion of a paſtor 


ra people by fuprcam authority.” Beſides a paſtor 
miy be a paſtor in reſpe& of his paſtorall office , 
in reſpe& of the carholick Church , though he 
have no particular flock or relation to a particular flock 
in ſpecial, a paſtor is a-paftor ſexe ritalo eſſentially , if 


the ticle refers toa partic:lar church in ſpecial. And 


every elder is madea paſtor-for the world without, 
both wirhout and againſt their conſent, If. before e- 


Ieion in the congregationall way , the pevple have 


the power intheir own hands , yer after ele&ionthe 
elder ts effentially anelder , and therefore not to be 
ordained by the people as greater in point of eleion, 
Thar is congraous to the office , tv one or ſome in of. 
fice. Ordinuton is an a& both of Order and Jurifdi- 
ion alſo, naturally power ſhould have been derived 
by inheritance: from Adam. Ir doth now proceed 
from Chriſt by ordination , all a long” by fathers, not 
_ then by ſacerdotall deſcent in a line of ſuc- 
celion, Mw | 


Prop. 
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aw. 
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Concerning the Power of the Church. | 


Prop. 3: 


Ommon m?mbers may not govern by ſuffrage 
 4rogether with their clders. Preter el:Hionem 
plebis nulas effe partes in ecleſtaſiico regimine cenſemy , 
Chamior conſejſus ſeninorum eſt judicrum eccleſie , Calvin, 
certum eft nullam tatum aut. pagt , aut Vict , aut urbis , aut | 
religionis alicuju magis obnoxium eſſe turtis quam democra- 
ticum , Beza. Epiſt, $3. It is no where actribuced ro 
the chuech, as may farther appear 1n anſwer to ob- 
jeious afterwards. 2. Before the leviticall pricſt- 
- hood {it was inthe hanas of Maſters , Fathers , and 
Magiſtrates. 3. By poſitive law, God placed it in | 
Prieſts and Levites , ' by natural Law it was in ciyil 
governors. 4. God forctold that it ſhould be-catryed 
on by elders as repreſented by Pricfts and Levus , 
Ezck. 44. 24. 5. Chriſt gave the Keycs of go- 
veriiment all .of them ro the Apaltles and their = q 
ceſſours Mat..16. & 18. & 28. Fohu-20.21, 22. 6. | 
The Apvſtles did govern without the pcople , the 
Apoſtles had the line ro dire, the read to meaſure, 
the rod to corre&t ia their hands. 7. The Apo- 
ſiles doctrine doth appropriate government to the 
elders , 44. 20. 1 Theſ. 5. 12. Het. 13. 8, 17. 
2 Cor.2.3.and 10.6.1 7Pet5.2,17:m. 3.5. and 4.I1, 
and 5. 17. ICor. 4.19, 21, Tit. 15, 8. The<6l- 
ders are fathers, leaders; ſhephards, rulers, Biſhops, All 
theſe titles do aſlſere government inthe elders obedi- 
ence inthe people. 9. The Apd>ſiles give cautions | 
to Timothy Titus, and ſuch like about governmenc not 
_ to the people, x0, Our Saviour in his laſt letters , 
write 
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writes to the angels concerning goverBmeſt. Ae2, 
and 3, Andin the laſt prophetic, the Apoſtles are de- 
ſcribed as foundation fones- , and ell elders as ſte- 
wards and governours, and as inveſted withthe Keyes 3 
of his holy City new Feruſalem , Rgv. 21, II; 4 
The pzople have nor the Keys by ſucceſſion, nor by | 
aſſignarion, nor any way apparent from Chriſt, there» 


>» F forc there 1s norule nor reaſon to give the Keyes to 

f F common m:mbers. 12. The ſpeciall conſtirution of 

q elders ſhews that. they have ſpeciality of- pawer, 

J They have the vthce , they are ſeparated and conſe. 

, crated by ſolemne ordinanee , they are gltted , the 

ſcat of wiidome 1srhe fear of government. 13. Theyare 

] in Chriſts ſtead. 14. They ſucceed the apoſtles. 15. VVhy 

1 8 elfeare thre fo many ruling elders in one Church. It is 

ſ{upcrfluousto i:ave fo many ſpeakers in a partament,or 

| & moderators,or cryers in a court. 16, Chriſt re- 

quires punctuall and folemne order in his church, _ 'F 
and therefore excluderh women from {peaking there. | 

- $ But how can folemncorder be expected , when the 


youth and the unwiſe ſhall have equall power to 
determine caſes with their Elders. 17, Thoſe 
texts that do give Elders power to rule as 
maderators , do alſo yield rhem more. 18. El- 
ders may deny the Lords ſupper in way of cor- 
recive authority , why not to exercife authority 0- 
ver the church in other diſpenſlations £ The Keys are 
not divided between elders, much leflſe between el- 
ders and people. 19. To give the people the calt- 
ing power , 1s to make the Miniſters like blind mens 
boyes , to ſer the cart before -the horſe. 20. How - 
can thouſands govern together without clamors?-How —— ; 
ſhould they attend ? How ſhould their hands aitd dun 122 capicn 
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Concerning the Power of the Church. 


voyces be numbered upon every occaſion £ How can 
poor Men provide for their families, if conſcience 
obligeth them to attend the numerous caſes, that a- 
riſe in populous Churches, 21. The Church is ex- 
preſſely bid do obey their Elders Heb. 13. 24. All 
elders have the ſame commiſſion to teach , admit , 
baptize, as the Apoſtles , - Mat. 28. 19, 20. The 
angells do open and ſhut the gates, Rev.21. The four 
living creatures do draw the wheels , Ezek. 1. Ac- 
cording to Gods ordinance in 7ſrael the government 
of the Synagogues, Courts, Cities, Temple , was by 
Prieſts, Levites and Elders. 

ObjeAH. The Keyes are giten to Peter as a Lelie- 
Ver. 
 Arſw. They aregiven to Peter as an apoſtle direQt- 


ly. 1. Peter is here oppoſed to the Church of be-._ 


lievers, 2, Whar proot , what ſhew is thcre in the 


text that Peter did repreſent believers or the church > 


though our Saviour had mentioned the Church, yer he 
ſaith expreſſely, I will give the Keys , not unto it, 


_ but unto Peter. 3. Something is here proper to Pe- 


ter, becauſe he is here deſcribed, as in other places, 
to be a foundation ſtone in way of office. 

Object. This is proper to Peter in reſpet of Lelie- 
Vers. 

Anſw. Our Saviour ſeem?s to reward Peters ſingu- 
lar confeſſion , more then common believers , in 
making him a foundation ſtone, and giving him the 
Keyes, more then the orher apoſtles, in expreſſing 
himſelf thus to Peter at preſent , and not tothe reſt. 


4. Our Saviour was wont to tell his apoſtles how | 


he would prefer them. 5. It was office of ſteward- 
ſhip, and of ſacred order which is formally — 
rom 
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Concerning the Power of the Church. 
from any power imaginable in the fraternity, and there- 
fore could not be given to the fraterniry alone, nor to 
reter and the fraternity together , unleſle in rermes for- 
- WH mally diſtin, The Keyes are a badge of office, 
WH Chriſt himſelf is ſo deſcribed, Rev. 3. 7. Eſay 22.22. 
I 6. The apoſtles praftice proves it , they only had PE 
if che keyes for to carry and uſe alſo , in diſtinion x.c7*;" 
from believers in common. 7. The parrallel texts, Rer-1.18,9, x 
Mat. 18. & 28, do declare the meaning of our 
Saviour here. 8. Mecr confeſſion according to the 
corgregitionall way, is not confederation. And a 
contc fon doth nor give a believer the Keyes , if ſepa- 
rated from confederation. 9. Confeſſion is not fo cir- 
cumſtantiared, as to intimate ſo much as an im- 
plicite confederation. 10. Peter had the Keys given him 
ſome where , as 2n apoſtle & & conom eccleſie, and is 
it not likely he receivea them by thts text, as well 
as by any other. 11. This rext ſo underſtood giverh 
the Keyes to the church ſo, as to ſet the Church a- 
bove Peter and the Apoſtles , as well as above other 
Elders : therefore ir doth not give the Keyes to the 
Church. | 
| Objedt. If the Keyes were given to Peter diredly, how 
to other Elders. | 
Aznſw. By conſequence, all elders do ſucceed tHe 
Apoſtles in the cſlence of government. The Apoſtv- 
licall office as including. 1. An illimitted commiſſion, 
2.Infallible direction. 3.Miraculous opperation. 4. Im - 
mediate calling or miſſion, was accidental, beſides Peter 
had the keyes to give or derive to other elders aſwell as 
rouſe in the church, 
Objeat, Power of juriſdiAron is grien to the church , 
Mart.18. 


Anſw. 


_ er 
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Coticerning the Power of tbe Charch, © 
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Anſto, By - church 15 meant the presbytcry or church 
power intheclders. 1. Our ſaviour ſpeaks of a chtirch 
as theh known , And church power was then 
known to be in the elders. And the allembly of elders 
was achurchcfiearially ina large ſenſe. The original 
word notes only an aſſembly in 1ts notation and alfo 
is ufed for any aſſembly , for a civil aſſembly, 49,19. 


Beſides the O.T. is wont to ſpeak of the afſembly or | 


churchof elders, N+mb.35. Pſa. $2.1. and 107, 3+ 

2. Thoſe Words ( let him be as a heathen ) do thuw 
that our ſaviour alludes tothe Jewiſn chnrch, 2. Bind- 
ing and looſing is applycd to the apoſtles. 4. The 
church in the text 1s two or three, ſomctimes that 
may be a prcsbitery like the Icfler Synedrion in 
the cities of the Jewes, bur 1t is not a congregationa ll 


church. 5. Ir would render the rule imperfe& for 


ordinary procceding,to afſcrt that all caſes are imm: di- 
acely to come to the congregation , if we underſtand the 
congregation of common members by the church. 6. It 


is contrary to paralle|texts before mentioned. 7. The | 


power is no where given to the whole congregation of 
members. 8. It is contraty to the apoſtles power and pra- 
Qiſe, therule concernes the apoſtles as well as others, 
Our ſaviour ſpeaks to them perſonally. The apoſtles be- 


ing offended did not go tro the peop!e. The apoſtles of. | 
fending were net brought to the people :members offend... 


ing were brought to the apoſtles,not tothepeople, whole 
churches offending were ſubjc& ro the apoſtalical rod, 
The apoſtles did not teach chriſtrans to goto the whole 


congregition of members. The apoſtles cenfured ſome |} 


perſons without particular churches voring,and threat- 
ned whole chtirches. And if church here is not the con- 
greoation of common members astv the apoſtles, then 


i nor 
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nor g5 to other elders, this text gives no more power to 
the whole congregation in reſpe& of common mcm- 

zrs thenof the apoſtles. 9. This text doth ſeem to in- 
rend church power by church,whether in an aſſembly , 
or in one elder, becauſe one ap-ſile, may be the church. 
An offender "__ be brought co one apoftle , 
witnelle the inceſtuous perfon , And though it bea 
fi zurative (enſe,or Meronomy of the ſubje& tor the ac- 
cident, yet it mult be atrended when the text cannot 


.ocherwiſe be interpreted. And tt is frequently found 


in {cripture. Exod.22.18. Deut. 17, 6.7. and 19, 13. 
and 20. 10. We uſe to ſay of an Ambaſſadour he is 


——t——_ 


gone to France or Spazue, mcaning to the ſtate or King 


of France or Spatree 

O-je. Att. 15. The apoitles write in the churches 
vame. | 

Azſw. x.They prefix their own name. 2.They do 
not mention the brethren at Ferſalem, as having power 


to mike decrees over other churches. The comman 
brethren had no more right to joyn= with the apoſtles in . 


making decrees over other churches , then the cirizens 
of Londoz have to joyne with the parliament in making 


lawes oyer the kingdome of England. 3. The church 
of Aatioch ſent to the apoſtles and elders onely , as the 


rexc expreſleth, 4. There was ſpeciall cauſe to name 
the whole church at this time , becauſe the authours of 


the cantroverlie did fprins out of the Church. Ir ten- 
1 = 
ded to quencu the'contraveilie , that the whole church . 


conſented to the contrary truth. 5. Its certatn the apo- 


ſtles conlJ-mike decrees withour the church. . Theſe 


decrgesare called the decrees of the Apoſtles & elders, 


arc (aid to Cone fo gether, v.6. Pay did ordainc by his 


| hotof the people. And the Apoſtles and elders, only - 
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| Concerning the Purer of the Church, 


——_— 


| his own authoricy,x Cor.16.1. and 11, 1, and 14, @c. 


whart reſpe& the apoſtles gave the brethren occaiional- 
ly, we'alſoowetothem 1n like circumſtances, proptey 


fdem & amorem, as Cyprian ſpeaketh. 6. It is faid the 


apoſtles and elders came together purpoſc)y ſo that the 

ople came occaſionally. : 

Objea. The Apoſtles were extraorammary Elders 1m- 
mediately , called and infallible , and therefore wunimi- 
fable. | 

Anſw. 1. The queſtion is concerning the nature of 
power, not of the manner of coming byir, ſucceedin 
high prieſts had the ſame power as Aaroz,though hot fp 
immediately called. The kings of 1ſrael had the ſame 
regal power as Dauzd, though not called like him tothe 
Threne. 2. Though the apoſtles were ſo extraordinary, 
yet it is ſuppoſed , that they were limited in ordaining- 
elders by the peoples eleftions. And ſurely they gave 
che-people their due in all as connaturall ro member- 
ſhip. 3. Whar che Apoſtles did as Elders, belongs to all 
elders. The ſame reaſon yiclds the ſame rule. 4 qus- 


' Fen ad ome valet conſeque;tia., 4.All elders have the 


ſame commiſſion ,further then ir is limited by com- 
paring of one rule with another, Mat.28.19,20. 5.SUC- 
ceſſion affords all elders like power to the Apoſtles,fur- - 
ther chen ic is circumſcribed by Inſtitution. 6. We argue 
from the apoſtles practiſe & commiſſton,for the diſpen- 
cing of the ſeals, why not for a regiment alſo. If Elders 
have power to baptize and to adminiſter the Lords ſup- 
per , becauſe the apoſtles did fo, and becauſe the a- 
Ppoſtles were ſent to baptize and reach rogether , why 
not alſo to admir members, and govern like them. 


ObjeA. The Church is the ſpouſe of (brit, and Elders 


are ſervants. Anſw. 


Ant. The church of theFews was ChiriltsSpoule, 8& the 
PrieftsKings were her-{ervants, & yer the people did-nor- 

overn.2The church is under Magiſtrares,though ſhe be 
Chris Spouſe,8& they be her ſervants.Ed#cunt Reges, tn- 
dicit feta Sacerdos.3«The Charch is but figuratively che 
Spoule > :and | being. conſtirured of. many of all- orts 2” 
unmeer £9 govern. ;4: Elders are fathers as wellas 
ſervants, and members children,Fobzs little children. 
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5. 15. Elders. are fervants in-reſpe&t of Government, -' 


they-; muſt not: ſa much, as, govern: withithe, Church, = 
6.;:; The Apoſtles, the. Angels; ,yea,Ghuſthimlelt; 
were ſervants finaliter, as ſerving the: good- of the 
Church, not.its authority : they ſerveche Church by. 
ruling it.; the people ought to. obſerve Elders by obey- - 
ing them, ... 7. Per ordevem: onnia , Mat. 29« 25, 26, 
Our Saviour doth. only forbid a, proud afteQation and 
diſpenſing of authority, for maincaining of pride ra» 
rherthen the profit of 'the Church , for he propounds 
his own example,though he was Lord of all,ver.18. .-: 
Obje&.. eAl the Corinthians are ſaid to judge, aud 

. bid todeltuey to Satan. -  , n "v3 23:33 Un 
.  ef#[w. 1. The Text (1 (or.s5.) ſpeaks towomen 
as well as men. VVomen were to- mourn,to ſeparate 
and tp judge,to.mourn for the {in and {inner,to ſeparate 
from it-and;him , ro; judge..it executiyely :. And it 
_ſhews.not what was proper tothe brethren ,-chere- 
. fore-this Text alone. gives no more power tothe bre- 
chrenthen to the ſiſters; '. 2. The Apoſtle. wrote as 
he-preached-to- men and. women.,.. to brechren and 
Elders promiſcuontlys even, concerning; the. diſpenia- 
. tion of the Loxds Supper. Andi doth-not 'theyefaxe 
 follow., that common- inembers_-and'-women, have 
' _ power to diſpence the Lords. Supper ; 1 (or,11,20, 
. | H "- $a 
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"This Texralone doth give no more power 00-El- 
then tg -brerhren.,:- to men then ro women. - 
Have Elders, breehicen,, and women therefore like 
powerf 4. This text doth admit of diſtinion in 
int-of power berweenmen.and wemen., and cons 
ntly berween Elders and brotheen , though it 
ſpeaks not to it, bur ſuppoſeth chat they knew their 
eancks, according to other Setiptres. 4. All chat can. 
be concluded from this rext, is the ſolemn declaration 
ef the Apoſtles ſentence by the Elders inche afembly, 
and che exocurion ef itby {both men and women. 
ow rogganne Ap Famer oberg 
Fe e ſokmnit COngre- 
> 6: en andthe whole congregatiag may 
Taidl 20 deliver eo: Satan, 2nd judge , beoauſethetr 
Elders do-ir, the whole being eaken for-a pert by a - 
ſyncelideche,, or the fibje& for the adjun& by a. 
metonony Num. 35.31. Exod. 22.18. Deaf. £7. 5, 
6. = pk TS. 13, 19.and 20, 1%. 7. The elders are 
" here meantinreſpeRof the ſentence , -norwithfiand- 
: this text , and may bemeant in refpedt of the 
j- Hop rind rao: to this rexe ,, Ir: ſpeakes no- 
_ at ei ro declare — then 
er powers re notwithſtanding: _ 
gccordingto this 1exz, they may have other power, and 
41 power in. way of preordination, as WE GS PUP 
er te declare the fentences Resprejudicats in Pres 

—_— Calvin, ripos this, text. Þ. 
en may-judge by implicite conſent, not vo- 
bye tders , noc_ immediatly ; by way- 
T tentiafly , not by way of 
amhoriry , akrer the ſentence of the elders not before 
| *; ore by fade with the: clders , -execuiively-, not. 
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woansz cons AAS AA 0% 


. 2 -vore hid (called inte queſtion wherher rhe 


an Toþemtatee; why tot alfo RINGS 


_ 8 
They TIT renacing a7 gi 
Chriſt, 9, The apoſtlciarended woe) as well aFtmibis 


in oxher expreſſtons, and ptoportiond! this of 
ing. Lhe wontien wefs th 


omnges fl uf 
cheinfelves ro'deny communion , fo: 2Ho' ws frldge” by F 
proportion i1way of ipprodation & Executive, 2 
the apoſtle inane; co attribute nate power here of 
co inet chen to women, 10, Jud & ſometimes 2 
taken for the anthotirarive execurion of the” authe- 


deciſfiv 


ritative lawand ſentence, foGods of ſinners 
this life is called judg ment; ſo God cadul- 
terers inthis life. Sv w thrhofe woo ny 


according to the texr irfelf , executive 7 
to all independence apon authority Pry '6E 
tive, 7, This rex dork eonfieme thie' ſabo#di- 

nacion of che brethreh , "the apoſtle did , (nd 

cominand the” exconmiunication of the ihncefttzors pete 
fons; Thoſe 'thar njade this perſon” aſhanied wee 

not all theco! ation but many, 2." Cor. 4. 6. M#-- 

ny for the'generall doth note-ſome onely , nor all, rhe 


apoſtle Op nor aske the confenr of the brethten 
- whether the offender ſhouldobe delivered op to Sa- 
the conſene 
— 1pm pany 
2 Cor. 2:'9. ite 

cr the tp 


tan or not.” The many did' not at 

of rthe- whole a die ek 
a&-in. obedience tO + 
Corinthians could not vote whether the 
fon ought to be excottithutticared', beeauſe the 
ftle had determined it , and commanded: italfs, 


ſhould be _ * Ln _ nornogd rd 
eo confivint their to ERS 
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w-rmen and women in ſome expreſſions - about 


:this perſon , why notin all other thar are-applicable 


. according to Scripture. Men and women did alſo 
ſcarch and; purge out the leven in their places and re- 
lations, to-exclude women in executive judging croſſerh 
the truth and forceththe text:13.The apoſtles did write 
their Epiſtles with a juriſdiQive authority,commanding, 
blaming, threatening, by their own authority. 4nd Paul: 


accordingly did prejudge in this caſe by way of aucho- 
rity and Juriſdiction and the Apoſile here judged this 


perſon, asif he had been preſent,therefore as having ab. 
ſolute power without the conſent of the brethren pre- 
ecding. It may appear by theſe conſiderations,that what 
power brethren have above ſiſters, or what power el- 
ders have above common members , or that Brethren 
and elders have more power then ſiſters , or that 
elders have any more power then common brethren 
cannot be gathered from any thing attributed here rd 
the Church of Corinth. I preſerve moderation.indif- 
putable - points before Zeale , yet I think I may fay;, 
that it is better to have one Popethen many , and to 
give the reynes of ambition to one then to many , to 


\ pull down a community of puny Ben a ſingulari- 


ty. Beza reſolves upon the Que 


| on , x92 lantum pe- 
riculoſum , ſed etiaw ry cr efſe , totum cetum in fuffra+ 
a 


4 mitti, Epift. 83, A faculty to diſpence the Keyes ,. 
My gift of all objeRively, but doubtleſſe ſubjective- 


- 


ly, onely of ſome. [om HAT 
: ObjeR. Cyprian determined not to a8 fine confilioclert. 
& conſenſu plebis Epift. 6. 6 


h-not ſay Ze was his abſolute duty, 


A Wo Fo Hed l 
though he might ſee a preſcny neceſſity of ſo doing , 


a paſtor 
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me witur. Cyprian wanted c1vil ptoteRtion, apoſtoli 
gifts and miracles riches and favour of oyerſhadowing 


a paſtor as Greg. Naz. ſaith > fifaleſepe; prelo renfe 4 | 


great ones. It was a time of faQtion and corruption. | 


Though the Law of God requires obedience , yet the 


perverſneſs of men is ſometimes beſt charmed by per- ; 
ſwaſions. Fins legis non ſemper cadit [ub legem. 2..Cy-. 


prian ſpeaks thus 1n reference to the reſtitution of the 


relapſers, which was then much controverted, At other; 


times, he {aith,-and that frequently even to his Clergy, 
and urgeth , Epiſcopatus Vegorem & cathedre autho- 
ritatem. He did ele& Miniſters, Numzdicus a presby- 
ter, without the people, and received penitents , 7e- 
nitente plebe, and commanded his Clergy to. receive 
them to communion, any one ſingly, withopt the peo- 
ple, or the. reſt of the Clergy either.. It is clear: thar 
Cyprian intended no more in thoſe words then bis pur- 
poſe to act ſo, as that the brethren might ſhew them 
ſclves- pleaſed and. not offended, if it: could be.;;'The 
whole ſeries. of his doctrine and praQtife proves it, 


3. The conſent of the people was mbre hopefal in 
_”—_ time then in ours, becauſe when they had no. 
r 


ought of their authority , bur only of- aliberty'to 
interpoſe reaſon , if any were at: hand , they. would 
be the-more filent.. It was then: granted accord- 


ing to Cyprian, that Biſhops were the Apoſiles ſuccef. 
ſors. Eccleſia conftituitur ſuper Epiſcopos, & inde 4 


Chriſto per temporum & ſucceſſionum Vices Epiſcaporum 
ordinatio decurrit. Dominws elegit apoſtolds, has. e# 8- 
prſcopos , Epiſcopi vero diacones. Epiſcopy vicaria- re- 
F10ne ſuccedunt. 4. Where is any mention of the peo. 
pies voting with Elders in any matters of diſcipline 2 

w ſhould itcometo paſſe that Elders did univer- 


| fally | 


a. A nn . 


OS 


n 5 Apa; © es Dan > IS TT N I I , 
r> mY JW F> 4 45 RI I Sl S Mr a 
# X +" - e ny. Þ OY TOE ſhy, 0 FR ED 
8 ; I OO Ts EI LO IN ILERN 
. % >» - . $ 5,980 wy j- . Nh ROS, ES __ 
a a; 


| I TIONS Air 


OI 4. 2 


ſally come'rs goyera'f6 abſokitelywikhott Sppolitioh, 
if i; hat been innovation? The eeiples eanfent is al- 
wayces deſirable ; and (7priabs. defire corintndable 2 | 
(tenientt (pahentis ayes cupimile Vincere 5 q nan ſacer- 
dotdiliteutia Vindicare, Cyprian fecks 16 more from 
che ClerpyrharCoancet,and only that as he ſheweth, 
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— = Power _ the —_ 


of Coriuh, i 4 they having ,que:end.of -it tn. their ow own 
hands, might have broken-ir in" pieces/ by their 
vatiag. The tuth is, it was a modeſt filence in the 
people, which Cypriaz ps opounded ; It was his ſay- 
ing of himſelf XY & At. 4750 flentivm proficit- aol 
atam. Surely it is no leſſerthen mockery eo fer up ry- 
ho Elders, and thenrulechem; and ir is the. high- 
eo and uſurpatian to encroach on the divine 


gronnN Elders di govern tz calling , moderating. and 
Siffobving meetings. 

- efuſy. inthele things they ate bur moderators of 
aftions > ngt- governours of .perſons. 2. They do 
theſe things as ſubje@ to the people, w foro eccleſpaſts- | 
£0, for if.rthe people judge, the Elders doerre;: they 
may ſuſpend ond Sifciglioe them. . a Thoſe -Scri- 
pauzes Which allow Elders thus to e, do-alſo 
afford more pawer , where the potle he 
them which bawe the rule over you, wi _ excepnindy, : 
whydo we fo limit cheir i and: diſtinguiſh. of 
obedience. 4. The do. 

cateſt matters. Thetr vote "q 

e judictal eng. 
non in chief, becauſe vos win 


conſtrain judgement , 


6, The people in the c 
government as upgoRan v coral ey badehe office | 


by partnerſhip with the 7: 7” Ie is; rational, 
.chac the voting) with the Ejders, the major - 
_ _ coryl it Sayre mares v7 | 
that the peo ving. power to act : 

offending ,and to ua Man a penile. | 
charthe ont pant ſhould alſo a& without the Elders | 
Ma. 
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a 
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Concerning the Power of the Church, 

in caſe theyrefuſe.' If -the; people \muſt votre with 
-Elgerg, whar inſtitution gives an Elder a caſting vote, 
where the ſuffrages are equal. And if they may ſer 
up a moderator; and callthe Elder, refuſing to vote, 
into queſtion ,. why may.:they not 'alſo immediately 
| .carry on the: vote ? It-they can queſtion 'the+ Elder 
| Fra -which is a greater thing, why Can they not do the Jeſ- 
and yore doth [ET and vote without him ? (a) Fruftra fit per plure, 
depend + quod fieri poteFt per pauctora; ſurely then the major part 
ww apoolv Judge, the people judges," the Elders, Porters,ery- . 

| fe voreythen ers, CO_ armoſt but Speakers in” Parliament; 

- thepeoples vote G, Elders in this way have no commanding power 
gr as to the Congregation , or majur part , Har no 
 eofthecak,, Obedience 1s due 77 foro eccleſiaftico, while the peo- 
ple may judge, as they ſee cauſe as well as the EI 
ders. : 19. In Parliament all that Vote do' governe. 
I.1. Theythar do bind and looſedo govern, but in the 

| Congregational way the people do binde and looſe, 
They do ſo compleat the Elders binding and looſing , 
-that their Votes muſt neceflarily concur. 12. Con- 
gregational principles do not rationally afford Elders 
power to call and Uiflolve meetings , otherwiſe then - 
4d arbitriumpopult in foro Eccleftaſtico. The major part 
-hath power to.judge wherher it be meet tocome,being 
called,orio departbeing diſmiſſed. Let ir'be-remem- 
bred that ſuch asuſurpedthe Pricfts office under the 
Law wererodie, Nam. 4.15, 19; 20. 13. The de- 
termination of the caſe depends on the: Vote: of rhe 
-people,:as well as onthe Vore of the Eldevs;'nay more. 
- 14- The Elldtsdo not command the; people: ro!Vote , 
becauſe theyrare at Tiberry:rocþemegative; or affirma- 

tive! or netitral, to. Vote'or notto Vorteto the calc. - 
S&T oorte ver 25tv Vo BlgGot TIS F3taf Df. 3 
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Lders are fent by Chriſti to ipreach the Goſpel 
1: in. way of office. © 1. They have both gifts abd 
authoriry. to preach the Goſpel; - They are fer, and 
ſending notes authority by commiſſion -from- Chrift, 
An Eccleſiaſtical office is a power to diſpence holy 
things by Chriſts'inſtitution and ordination,” Rym.x.5; 


* 


2:Cor, 13. 10." Heb.Z.1, Tit; #15; -24 They are 


ſent as Chriſt, and'Chriſt was ſent in*way - of : office, 
Fobu 20.21. Foha 17,18. 3- Chriſt ſends them as 

is Ambaſſadors, 2 Cor. 5. 29. Epheſ. 6.20, 4.Their 
Commiſſion is fully expreſſed, Mat. 18. 19. 5. They 
are {cnt to preach, as to baprize, therefore in way of 
office, 1414. .: 6.. Paul acknowledgeth bis:office ,"and 


.magnifies it, and calls it a grace, Rom.1.5-- and L1.13.. 


.7.One was choſen in Fudas his place to fill up the num- 
ber of: the higheſt grder, AAs 1. 16:8. It concernes the 
beauty of the Church, that there ſhould be order,and 
therefore official-preaching of the Goſpel.  /'The workd 
was without forme till ir was ſet:inorder. An Art 
without order is a confuſed multitude. g. Order-is mc 


beneficial, and conſequently official preaching : Iris _ 
both for che beauty and biel -of the: body; ye LY 
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Of Church-Officers, Eh 


| 1:-Tim, 3.2-4802-23-2:Chron. 31. 4.and's. 32: 


only the eye have the office of ſecing. 10, Ir is for 
the honour 'of :the., Goſpel , and the. ordinance. of 
preaching thar ir ſhould be diſpenſed in way of office. 
I. Preaghingis-a chief paxrof-the miniſterial office, 
Rr'62;8.* TE: 117. 12-It\rends to cedificati- 
on,that the Goſpel ſhould bepreached by order and of- 
fice:the preaching by common perſonsleſſens the eſteem - 
of the ordinance, .and conſequently proficiency there - 
by.. 13, It glorifies Gods holineſs and greatneſs, thar 
thoſe that come ſo near him inway of worſhip, ſhould 
be ſeparared and conſecrated in way of ſacred office, 
14:Itexaltsgrace to:lerup a ſavingofficein the world, 
15.Preaching the Goſpel 15 2 repreſencation .of:Chrifts 
prophetical office Hb. 3-1, | 16, GodicntPricfts 
ani Lrvizes; and iProphess only: to. preach; .under che 
Law.. 17- There is need chat ſome ſhould bein office, 
char they may; ſtudy the original Scriptures, and the 
arts z and the fallacies. of mens. hearts, . Tit. 1.9, 
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; AL E kders are ſent in way of. office to preach to 
i£ A. all the warld as accafton/{ſerves. 1. Their com- 
.miffionis-evident, Mat,28.19. 2. The world is:to' be 
-converted-in way of office by! preaching, Rem, 10. 15. 
Hat. 16.15.Fohn 17. 20, 3. Edification of believers 
Lrequites prcaching in way:of office; why-not alfo the 


Etonverfion of unbelievers. 4. It is meer ithe: Goſpel 


vfAhoaldhe preachedin way of office; if-ir be preached, 


- /and iought robe preached to allthe world. 5. The | 


Apoſtles: were Apoſtles to: the: world , therefore El- 


_ *gersto/the:workd alſo. 6. The Elders adminiſter as 


- Elders. 
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their Minifiry\and:Subordinations. wp 
Elders to membecs.of 'other: Churches 5 why: novalſe. 
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-: 34.0252 3 mor; boiplanco <d vim 25 453-0} 
A _LL' Elders ateElders toatlChurches as'occafton. 
\ ſerves. 1, Blſe Churches have lefs intereſtin 

Iders then the Nations. - Elders are Miniſters ro:all. 

Nations, - therefore to'all Churches. -2. Members 
have priviledge .to pattaks - of ordinatices 'in alk 
Charches., therefore Elders hive power to diſpence 
Ordinances in all Churches 3 Communion of Elders: 

13-as rational as Communion of members. 3. It 
rends to edification,and nothing ae all offends. 4. All 

Elders ate cleed by the power of all the Churches; 
by the conſent of the Catholick and ſipreme power. A 
King ina Kingdom doth chuſe'bygrant and confent;the 
particular Othcers of all Corporations. Elders are . 
dleaed by all, and forall. 5; Theriatnre of an/El- 
ders Office both in gift and commiſſion” is unlimited 
| I '2z | tn 
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in this .refpeR :: The flars of heaven> ſhine to- alk 
men .on:eatith'; and as: abeirs, becauſe God hath- ior; 
dainedithern fqr:B}Lmen: over: the whole: carth;: An 
Elders relation to @;particular flock, is but a common 
adjind& , nov the Eflcnce: of Office. - 6. .It hath ever: 
been.che faich-and;pracife of rthe.. Church. Qzed effi 
aoihen zone flyernm,; 7,cAllPricftsand:Levites were! 
Pricſtsand-Levitesto allIirael. .  --- "= 
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"fred brethren may not preach 1h the Church at 
ptcaſure; - x. God condemns-ſuch a praftiſe , 


Fer.23. 32+ Numb. 16.10, 2, All that preacht in- 


primitive times were Prophidtsior Elders in Office, 
ſo far as may be concluded from .the Scriptures. 4- 
might notthave preached:, 'bgcauſe no: Prophet , 
nor. ſon of a Propher, if God had not called; hjm , 
Amos 7: 14. Mal. 2. 7. Mat 13.32. Tit. 1.9-,2 Tim; 
22. & 1.73.2. Als 15.32. & 18..24.-1 Pet.1,12. 
I Kino 1334. Mat.18.19. Rom.10.15. 2 Cor. 26. 
3. According to many Texts, none but Prophets-and; 
Elders. ought . to preach: , . therefore others ſhould: 
nat , be permitted to preach farther, then other 
Texts do allow them, according to Rom. 10,15. Men: 
mult beſent before tbey preach : this Text of ic ſelf, 
furcher then iris 1nterprered by other Scriptures, cone: 
fines preaching to miſhan. According to Heb,5. I. 
Lhe diſpenſation of haly things and preaching is.con- 
fined co ordiazcion, furcher 'then is interpreted: by, 
other $criprugese (According to 438 15. 22, preach» 


ng , 


*» 


i _—— 
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their Miniftry-and Subordinations. , 


ing-is confined co the fingular atid miraculous gift of 
Prophaſic, furcherrthen other Ecrtptures do anterprer 
it; Had we noother Scripture thar- did iſpeak tothe 
point , we ſhould allow none bur Prophets, noneinfe- 
rior, leſs then a Prophet, topreach:. . 4::ln.cthe Tems 
ple- none bur : Priefts and- Levitew vidrradhininifioe, 
though. others -conld kill - ſacrifices ;:arid ſprinkle 
blood ,. and- kindle fires, &c.' as well as they. ' The 
\ Church of God is Gods Temple z and- publich' wors4 
ſhip inthe Church, is publick worſhip tn the: Tem+ 
ple of :God. | God doth-ordain .fome ceremony as 
| well as zquity of. holineſs; to the [end of the: world 
in publick worſhip. - 5. It.defaceth the beauty , and 
diminiſherh the benefit of order:.: It leſneth the eſteem 
and cfficacy of the holy:ordinances: Ir 15 unſutable to _ 
the Holineſs and Majcſty. of.the. great God,to be wor. 
ſhipzd by common perſons and maimed. ſacrifices: 
roo much -familtarity is contempt : Ir renders the 
Miniſtry contemptible : It corruprs and deſolates the 
Church with the plague of errors and Herefies., the 
plaguy frogs and Jice of &gypt,  Suchas have excellent 
gifts may do-ſome goad , .but.the. queſtion ts ,. whe. 

er all things confidercd , they wil not-bemore hurt. * 
full chen profitable , if- they exerciſe their gifts with» 
outorder. 

Object. Common brethren preached , At 11. Apoſtles . . 
preached, Ads 18, | 

eAnſw. Ic is clear enough rhat ſuch as preached; - 
were more then common brethren, - Feruſalem was - 
fnll of \Prophers and extraordinary Elders. Phzlyp 
isramed: for -one1of them-that preathed , which 'ra- 
cher argueth' thereſt-r6 be” fach Hike perſons. And 
concerning 2pol/os, it need nor be donbred-, bur = = 

b ; 4 , . | 
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"ho was «Ptopher: | The: Text:dorh mor affinw ahyof 


them-£o:be: common mambors!,'only'i rhe preaches; 


- and: other 'Texrs:do: not admir-rhem to be} ſuch Ai 


extraordinary gift: af: Prophecy, though fallible; was 
a ſufficiens: call , forthe ordinary: exerciſe of! it, The 
cxrfaordinary giteofi coopucs; wasiatalifor vhepube 
Hd infe of ar; ivisiallo! ro be abfebved-,. if comers 


Diſciples: didi: preach -accurding to-' the! places ob- 
| jeced:;>ycerhey did nov preachiin- the Charch:,-burito 
'* 


thofd withoutc; _Itmay be: immodefity , though« nor 


 diſandenfor common:members , to) preach /to:thoke 


withouv :It'is boat; for: fuch', though: gifted and} edy- 
cated for: the Miniftry. to: preactr. in the Church, 
without due leave and caution from Church- 

er ; ir might be one of Fobzs Diſciples that did eaft 
our' Devils. , cMar.:9.298..- And' accoruingly  Apollos - 
might be: a Propher ,1though he: was: baptized” by 
Fon, Icisaffirmedrhat he was' fervent-in the Spirit, 
eAfs 18. = This fervency in che Spirit ſufficiently 
intimareth the extraordinary motion of the Spirit it 
reference to his preaching(common in thoſe times) be- 
ſides, his gifts, andthe' praQtife of others, do declare 
him tobe no ordinary diſciple, bur at leaſt one indu- 
ed with prophetical gifts. , = 


—————_— 
—— 


Prop 8.. 


C Qme Elders may have ſuperiority of-jurisdiction 
- I ,oyer other. [Elders ,- according:to Chriſts inftizu+ 
\ Lion. 3. It. is pot imaginable that Biſhops-ſhould = 
come by ſuch power , as 1s recorded' in: eccleſiaſtical 
hiſtory , and thar over all the world, and in way of 

| ambition 
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ambidonin ſuch humbling times, -withour all manner 
of oppaſition forthree hundred yearsrogerther,and im. 
mediateſy;:afrer the Apoſtles , had ie been-ufurpari-- 
on or innovation :- VVhen and [where is. innovation 
without :qppioſitian f VVould notElders,{o-many ſce- 
ing and kyawing . men, at leaſt ſome of them, have 
concended _ ruth , _—_— _— _ liberties and 
rights were ſomuch intereſſed. Aerius his oppoſing of 
Biibhops,; ſo loog after their riſe and Ghanding.,ts ras oe 
Gderable, - 2.:1r.is evident thar godly fathers did 
believe biſhops to be ſtared by the Apoſtles. Ir is to 
be ſeen what /gzatas bath left, behind him for witneſs 
hereto, tagether with-(lemens and Egi[rippms And 1re- 
ze. , And itis \uppolſed:,; that tewoof them knew the 
Apaliles. According to:Tertsllian, 4Apeſtolick Chur- 
ches -bring in theiraccoum by ſucceſſion of-Brſhops ; 
ruming up .to the Apoſtles or their ſchollars - De vs 
preſcriptionthus aduerſheret : According" to Ferome , 
Mark was.made Bithap of | Wlexwidria by the Apa- 
files, Timothy of Epheſw z'TiHtw of Crett by Paul : and 
ſuch apaſtalick rraditions; 'according to him , were 
taken our of ehe O.T. fo that what Aero , his ſons and 
Levites wcrein the Temple ,: the Biſhops, :Elders and - 
Deacons.may challenge in the: Chyrch:: He largely 
ſhews alſo the neceſſtry of Bilhopsto mantain-peace , 
that elſe there-will be fomany Schiſms as Presbyrers , 
that 7aceb and Eſaucould not bur ſtrive m the womb.,! 
* that Rome would not ſuffer two bre thren to reign to- - 
gether ,; De-ſcriptoribies: eccleſtaſtions jad Rufticum mo- 
pachum ,' ad.avagreum; proem ts comment ſuper Matheun. 
Cypriazafhrmetrh , thar ordinacioniof' Biſhops deſcend-' 
ed from..the Apoſtles by conſtant ſucgeſſion, EpiiF:69, 
4865+ 4+. $-69+.3s.& 75. 14." 34 Though Biſhops- 


4 ; "$../ rouane or WI Anh = ok _ , 
Fo, CE _LASrELAd dRY.AE ieoninns Eaoet RE tia waa 
Sj of 5 ox OST. S ERDISES a ws - es Roe EEG ag 2A %..5 O:-Y & 
= Re — N 5-83 3 $ - 


—— .—_ li. —— —. ce." 2 


— | R 
4 - % Fa Y = Pas» 
CY \ d a » Ry = 


I 


in Cypreans time did agitrate weightier marters, as the 
receiving of the:Lapſt , and ſuch like, by the com- 
mon Council of all the Clergy , and many Biſhops 
rogerher ,: yet they did exerciſe.power-:alene' alſo in 
orcinations , and in reſtitution of the :Lapſi then- 
ſelves in-ſome caſes, and in cenſures, Epift. 75. 3-: and 


49-7. 845.2. & 62.3, & 64.4. &'65:1,4. 667:6. 


& 27.1. - Cyprian doth peremprorily:aflert,thar there 
-was, bur one 'Prieftand; judge ,: and that the Biſhop 
was to. beobeyed as the: Lords Prieſt under the Law, 
He : frequently -commands his whole Clergy.” and 


much more -to this purpoſe might. be urged out of 


_. Gprian and others. But iris not mine-aim to enlarge, 


veuher-have I books ; nor ſufficient- reading ſo to-do. 
4.lr1is ſurable-to the firſt-conftirucion of che Church. 
The. Apoſtles: had power of-juriſdiftion over other 
| Elders... And the firſt conſtitution in 1ſ-ael, though 
the. firk Governours," as- Moſes, and : Aaron,.and Da- 
w44,.. &6.; were. extraordinartly:conſtituted: by God, 
was permanent. in following :apes. . 5; :The Angels 
of. the ſeven: Churches in the: Revelation , cannorbe 


otherwiſe underſtood without a figure , which-is no- | 


thing neceſſary. - 6. Timothy and Titus had ſuch dele- 

ated power-in Epheſus and (reet., why might not -0+ 
thers alſo. They had notſuch power as Evangeliſts, 
unleſs they were delegated by the Apoſtles. © 7, Sin- 


 gulargifts inElders do beſpeak ſingular: honour and. 
| Power allo. 8. There is. -need of fuch- order unto 


the end of the world. - 9. AnHieratchy of ſvch'or- 
der is a great, ornament in -che-Church, Fhe-order of 


twelve Apoſtles with.cheir Thrones, is ſomething of - 


the beauty of heaven. © Paul bids Timothy:keep the 
commandements of ordaining , and receiving accuſa- 
FI? q tions 
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tions: againſt Elders, '@c. ''to the. cnd' of the world. _. _ __ 
This argues Timothy and 7itss:have tucceſfors' inover-: | * 
ruling power. tothe end of the world. :+ 11. Accord- 
| ing. to. the commiſſion, Mat: 28. 19, Apoſtles do. 
continue to the end of the world , and: therefore Su-- 
periority of juriſdiction in Elders doth continue. One- 
Biſhop may be called the Biſhop, though there are 
other Bifnops. Chriſt is called the Apoftle,thuugh. 
there were twelve Apoſtles under him. The Lord , 
though there be other Lords under him, ſo there was 
| one judge in Iſrael called the Judge, though there 

were many other Judges alſo inferior to 'bim in-j1- 
riſdition. Cypriaz is confident, that the Biſhops 
were peculiar.y the Apoſtles ſucceſſors. How came 
Diatrephes to rule ſo abſolutely in the Church? He is 
not blamed for ruling by. himſelf over the Church; 
bur for ruling proudly over the Apoltle, 12; The Priefts, 
Levites and Singers had their heads and Princes in If. 


racl, ſome under 1thamar ,” and all: -under El- . 
azar. The Cobathites had their Prince , and-the-Ger-: 


ſhonites had their Prince , and the Merarztes had their: 
Prince; every order of the Prieſts had-its head 'and 
Pcince : The ſinging Levites had their beads and 
captains, and ſo the Porters, Num.3:-24,32.$4:16, 
28, 1 Chron.24.3,5,6. & 25, 2. & 26109. .- Itis evi- 
dent.that among the Prieſts, ſome were Rulers, or 
Princes, as it is in the Original over others , 1-Chroy, 
24. 5, 13, There were twelve Prizcetsvverthe Tribes, 
and Captains oyer thouſands as; 'well as over hun-+ 
dreds, to carry Iſracl all along; to Cana: the type:of 
heaven, Num.2, Det. 1, Some of the 'Charches. chil- 
dren muſt be Princes under Chriſt their King over all 
the carth, ”ſalm-45, 16.: Such were the X _ 
FI K | ir 
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their ſucceſſors, infpecial. 


chat the Platforas of the Chriſtian Chaurch-in poine 
of Government is correſpondent. to that ſtare of the 
Church under the Law , except wherein 'the inſtituri- 
on of Chriſt doth alter ir. The Apoſtles,cxtraordi- 
nary Elders , and their eſpecial ſucceſſors, may. be' 
ſignified by the great Presbyrery in Feruſalem , confti-. 
tated by Moſes the rype of Chriſt... The ſons of 44- 
ron and Zadec may lignifie the ſame , the extraordi- 


and alfo in fome ſutable degrees of fuperiority, de- 
feending from Chrift , rypified by Aaron and Zadec.. 
I5. Ionew «lem, Rev.21. there ſcemes to bea 


ercrmining(whenſoever it begins ) otherwiſe then in 
heavenly perfeAtion. And this Church hath irs City-. 
Government,and Apoſtles, fome' way or orher all along, 
as.wellas irs angels in the ſeveral Churches. If fach 


how deſparate ſoever the preſent ſtate of the queſti= 


#n magnis laudandus. 

- -Obje&. . AMIE. lders ſeems to have the ſame Titles... 
'. eAfxſw.Sohad the Prieſts and Levites which had 
not the ſame power. 2. It is ſuppaſed the Elder-. 


nor {o. diſti tiot 
Rles did norgive diſtinguiſhing. Titles to Timothy, Tr- 
2, Mack, Luke , 8c. When they menti 

» others; -or in{alutations to. themſelves; ' Plainnefs 
of; Spirits: "maſt -finable 1o-ſuch. men., and thoſe 


ict over others « 
: I ———— Princes. - 14- 'The deſcription of. 
che ch, Ezek.44..and 45. doth ſufficiently ſhew 


_ nary Elders, and their ſucceſſors in the ſubſtance, 


reraiture of the Chriftian Church upon earch, nor. - 


fupcriority , and order amongſt Elders be of Chriſt, 


on feems ; it ſhall be reftored again ; & #pſe condtus-, 


ſhips and their Moderators, though the Apoſtledo . 
nguiſh-1n any ſalntativns. 3; The Apo--. 


' mentioned them .. 


_ 


F 
» a : 


"times. 4+ For Rv4much as the difference was ner: be- 
tween Elders in power: of arder:;:bus-only- indegree 
of JurisdiQion, 4t may be fully. ſufficient to diſlingaiſh 
them, by calling the Chief the Bifhop, wichout any 
preciſe title of a diffcrent nature, Chriſt *s ſamerimes. 
diſtinguiſhed, only as called the Apoſtle, rhe Prince 
of Iſrael, the head and ſhepherd of the Church, 

<Ezth.45. 7. Heb. 351. I - 
ObjeR. Ferome ſaith , Elders were all equal at. firſt. 
Coment on Tir. | My Ce 
Aaſw. Yet he ſaith, that afterwards the Apoſtles ſer 
ſome over others. He faith alſo that Biſhops obtain= 
ed ſomethings by cuſtome, and .it is moſt likely they 
-did riſe too high quickly after their exaleation by civil 
- power, There was not need of placing ſucceſſors in-the. 
Apoſtles ſtead, till they were going away. - - -- + 
Objet. Church caunet be one Biſbep,Mat.1$. - 
Anſw. It is evident that-onc Apoſtle had Church 
power, and that Timothyand Titm. had over-ruling 
power in Epheſus and Crees = delegarion., as well as 
'the Apoſtles. It: was enough totell one Apoſtle of one 
tbar had offended. | EH ets t, 2% 1 
- Objet, 4n univerſal Biſhop may alſo be granted; - 
_ Anſw. Chriltisthe univerſal Biſhop, high Prieſt}, 
Arch-biſhop ,-chief ſhephard, &'c, vifible all along. 
Chriſt is the. head and Prince of 1frael, and: Apoſtle of 
the Church, Ezek. 43.7. Heb.3.1. beſides we learn'in 
hiſtory by what ſteps the Biſhops of Rome came to be 
univerſal, and alſo what great oppoſicion attended 
his aſcenfion. A Monarch may be the beſt kinde- of 


 pality in aproportionableccompaſſe, but it could nor 
be profitable ro the whole world, to be under 
one Monarch, which _ a man,becauſe its affairs 
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_are. incomprehenſible to:one poor mortal ; and {inful 
p15 er hy LF ah,” cujrt" pars tnſolidum te- 
actar 4 ſingulis, Cyprian. FEE, 72 

-Obje. There. 1s n0 - ſhadow of Evangeliſts remaining 
after the Apoſiles. .. | [> 

- Anſw. The Evangeliſts as choſen to be - attendants - 
antheApoſtles in their apoſtolical perambulations,were 
occalional Miniſters, and ceaſed fo far with ſuch per- 
ambulations, Yet the Biſhops had ſome ſpecial help. 
ers as occaſion required. Wes. Weds 

, .Obje&R. Apoſt les and Evangel:its could not le ordinary 


, rh Not onely ſuch, but they may be the great- 
er, and the lefler together. The grearcr contatns the 
lefler,. The Apoſtles for a time ſerved inſtead of the 
Deacons, Afs 6. And Fames fixedly exerciſed jurif- - 
diQion at Feruſalem inftead of an ordinary Biſhop. Ec- 
clefiaſtical . hiftory is 2 ſufficient witneſs of the pra- 
Rice, or de faFo,and apoſtolical practice is a ſufficient 
rule, de jure., It ſeems he that was called: 4xtiftes,pre- 
poſits, the Biſhop in a Presbytery., by-procelſe of time 
was only called Biſhop, though all Elders are alſo ac- 
popding to-their-office eſſentially Biſhops, and differ- 
ing only. in gradual juriſdiQion, mults renaſcuntur que 
Aune.cecidere;cilentque , Gods power isglorified inre- 


* 


parations;.&'c.- as well as 10 preparations. 
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Jf the power of Magiſtrates over. the | 
Church, under Chrift1be Head. 
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Prop g. 
MA power is above Church power , 0- ns 
1 iNgS$, 2. ' 


verall perſons and all cafes in a political way. John 1.7,8. 3 
1, Migiſtrates have a ſupream power under Chriſt to ;Chron.23,1x + 
ſee the whole Law of God kept without. exception , Ffy $519. © 
Deut. 17,19. Numb. 27.21. CMagiſtratus  eft cuſtos S—_ F 
utriuſque tulule. 2. Fathers have power over their Fzc&. 21.25. 
children, and Magiſtrates are nurſing fathers to the —_———= 
Church, Eſay 49.23. The Magiſtrate bears.the ſword, 0c. 5... - © 
the Churchthe keys, and the fword -naturally over- _ 
rules the keys. - 4. It'ts the Magiſtrates . duty: to” re- 
form all abuſes with exception, Eſay 1. 25, 26. 
2 Chron, 15.30. and 24.4. and 29. 25. Neb. 13.13. 
Fer. 3.7. Aeft. 9.39. and 10.3. Ezek.6,8,11; Dar. 
6:23. 5.Ir ts the Magiſtrates end topur. away all 
evit, Deut. 17,10,7. 6, It isthe Magiſtrates end to 
puniſh all evil, Rom.13.4. 7. Ir is the Magiſtrates 
end to maintain all godlineſle , 2 7im. 2. 2. 8. Ir is. 
the Magiſtrates end to maintain peace amongſt all 
perſons, z&id, g, We have many unqueſtionable ex. 
amples, Exod. 32.20. Foſb. 22.10. 2 Chrox. 15.13. 
and 19.3. and 34. 4,33. Neb. 13.21. Rev.17. 16. 
I Kings 2,37. and 2, 23,20; Fudex & ara ſunt idem, 
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ad utrumque confugitur quoties alicut injuria intentatur. 
LO, ang, 20787 are maſters in the Republick; and 
maſters of families oughr to- maintain all peace. and 
religion'in their families. 11. —__ recelve 
power from Chriſt as Mediator. All power is given 
to him, and therefore:comes from him , and is given 
by him unto others. And Magiſtrates receive power 
from Chriſt, without exception in a .politick way , 
therefore their power is correſpondent to Chriſts Me- 
diatorial power in a politick way. 12, Elſe the 
Church would be deſolared with herefies, idolatry , 
prophaneneſs. Tr is needful that Magiſtrates ſhould 
have power to preſerve the Church from deſolarion, 
by raking away foxes and wolves, &c. And their 
power. 35 np where. limited in this reſpe&, therefore 
they have fuch power as tro take away. foxes and 
wolves, Ge. 13. All perſons ought to puc forth their 
juſt power for the preſeryatipn gf the Church , and 
Magiftrates have a juſt power to uſe. the {word in 
their bands, 4gY gay perſoes for the good of che 
Church, and the glory of Chrifts Kingdoms , turcher 
thenghey are limited. Kings muſt ferve Chriſt as 
Kings by app! be their regal power for the pe 
pagarion of Oh $ Kingdome,, Cart. 2.15. Pfal. 2g 
10,11,12. The Kingdoms of zhe caxth, and fo.the 
Kings of the earth are the Lords .by ſubordination, 
Rev. 11. I5. Efay 66.23. Fu fort eft jus polt , ws 
eftts in gccleſta,ega extra eccleſiam epiſcapug,, Conllant. 
4. It appears by Peu{s appealing unto Ceſar, that Ma- 
BOraens baye pgwer in ſome religious ogntroyerlics, 
why nc inall. Occamtherefore a great Schoolragn (q4d 

we |, Fperor defend me with the ſwarg, and -I will - 
Aefendehee with the per, 


- 
—_ 


Object: 


 Objet. Magiſtrates went types of irgel. 
- nfm. Ns elbeiatly. And the- efſence of -Ma- 
giltracy concained Pfirfily power ic felf , until "#eron 
was divided 'from Afoſes., and therefore remains ſich 
except wherein God-hath ſhortened it by giving pow- 
er-to Aaroz and his ſons. 2. Magiſtrates were types 
of Chriſt in their whole Government ,, therefore if 
Magiſtrates ceaſe in one thing tipon that account, they 
mult ceaſe in all points of Government. 4. The old 
Teſtament is now to direc us, unlefle where it is al-- 
tered by the New Teſtament, And where is. the 
power of | Magiftrates- repealed and leſſened inthe. 
New Teſtament. 4, God promiferh like Magiſtrates 
under the Gofpel, without any limitation or alterati- 
_ - on, Iſa, 1.26 and 49. and 66. The Prophets do ſpeak of. 
the Chriſtian Church as an antitype generally; 5. We.. 
are under the ſame Covenanr, ahd'of the ſame Church 
for ſubſtance, and therefore the ſame Ordinarices do . 
belong to us that are notrepealed and anttquared ; the }.. 
eſſence of Magiſtracy is by no conſequence repealed. . 
6. Grearer power is not” givento the Church - by the .. 
Law of Chriſt, then was given to thePtieſts in frel, 
therefore. rhe power. of Magiſtrates-is not now leffe. 
*. The ten Kings ought to. defend-religion withoht.. 
tlimication in a.palitick way, Rev.17,t6.. 8. Paul: ap- - 
pealed under the Gofpel to Cefar, and the New 
Teſtament confirms the power of Magiſtrates in all. : 
caſes for peace and godltneſſe alſo, If megiſtratical - 
power-was effenrially typical, it would wholly ccafe 
now, wichour a new inſtitution. But the Apoſtles 
cammand us ro obey Mmpiltrates , as ſtared antece--. 
dently ro the Goſpel. Many things Cy -- 
pical donor ceafe inother refpeds —_— 
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the {word, all of Chriſt for their Oracle : #7 wefcit pa 
rere, Befcit regere.. + Wont | 
Objea. Sapreame Magiſirates may ' be  excommunt- 
cated, : : TN © 
Anſw. Magiſtrates ate ſupreame Judges. ,. ſu-. 
pream Juſtices of the Peace, ftandum ef iz aliquo pri- 
mo. They do hold the beam of the ſcales of Judge- 
ment, of all judgement in a politick way ; they may 
judge of injurious; cenſures inflited upon others. by 
Church-power , why not alſo of cenſures inflited. 
upon themſelves. : Therefore Supream powers. cannot 
be ſo abſolutely excommunicated , bur that they may 
1g anorderly way counter-judge the judgement of ſub- 
jects, it ir appears tobe injurious 72foro humano.. Yet 
higher pawers ought to acknowledge themſclves ſub- 
act and ſubordinate to- Church power , as. Chriſts 
ordinance ,- and not to preſume to a& Ecclcſiaſtically, 
or. immeciately ro take off Church cenſures though 
injurious, They may immediatcly puniſa offenders 
by. politick mediums, and ſo he]prhemſelves and 0- 
thers from injuries inflicted by Church power. Ma- 
giltrares are Lawgivers to the Church as well as Aoſes 
was to /ſrael, Numv.21;18. FE « << pt 
Object. | Magitrates may not puriiſh ſirnes ef con- 
ference. | 
Anſw. They may. 1. Sinnes committed by the mil- 
underſtanJing of Gods word-:may be puniſhed; there- 
fore. ſinnes of -conſcience may be puniſhed. A plea 
from, Gods word, is- greater 'then-plea: of conſcience, 
The..Fezs might have been puniſhed for their killing 
of: Chrift, though they pleaded from Gods + 
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he, had delerved ir. by blaſphemy. 3. Men may be 
puniſhed when they fin in religions zeal, ſo Saul mur- 
dered the Gzbeonttes, and the Jews, Chriſt, zeal argues 
a love of duty , andan apprehenſion of conſcience ih 
refcrence ro Gads commandment. Peter was threatncd 
with death by the ſword;for ufing the ſword unlawfully, 
though conſcientiouſly in way of religious zeal 24at,26. 
52. Pauls mad zeal was conſcientious, A mad conſcience 
had need be reſtrained, 44s 26.6. 3. Magiſtrates as 
well as maſters and fathers of families may make, 
and- therefore execute Laws againſt an erroneous 
' conſcience. They may confirm Gods judicial Laws 
which' puniſhed idolatry , and therefore an erroneous 
conſcience, Deut.13-13, 4. Negligence is puniſhable 
withour exception, and conſcience is negligent when 
a man ſinnes. - «Adam, his conſcience was negligent 
in the ac, though nor in the habir, when he firſt ſinned, 
and accordingly puniſhed. A negligent & corrupt Judg 
is puniſhed,though ignorant : A corrupt conſcience is a 
corrupt Judge. Conſcrentia eff tejis, judex & vindex, 5. 
God doth puniſh fins of conſcjence,and Magiſtrates are 
Gods vice-gerents,& not reſtrained in this reſpec, Deut, 
17.19. 2Chr.19.6. 6,Magiſtrates under the Law did 
puniſh ſins of conſcience,andLaw is nor changed in this 
reſpeR, Exod, 32.4. Deut.13.13.:7.Men may commit 
murders, perſecute and deſolate the Church in a way of 
conſcience therefore they may be punithed for ſins of 
conſcience, Fohn 16.2. 4.26.9. Rom.10.2.icah 45.8. 
Men may be puniſhed in reference to ſins of the' mind, 
and why not-in reference to ſins of conſcience alſo? 
Mad men having not the uſe of a rational minde , 
are not puniſhable. A conſcience is a power of the 
- minde, whereby we diſcern the rule, and judge of 
our aQions and conforaiiry C——_ The ——_— 
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4nd hſcittite arepttaiſiitd inttedighdy by Go; the 
body ittitnicdiitely by mari. Conſcience”is' fottnally 
amthed, though mediately as well as formally the 
ubjeas of heat fron fire,though mediarelybythe air; 
A murderous hererjcal conſcience had tieed be corce- 
Qed , not onely direted, melfores dvcit 'amibr ;plureFta- 
men corrigtt timors ' 9. If dUireQion, be not fufficrent, 
then correion' is to be 4 pplyed , ts confctence, rothe 
whole man, 2 7/m.3.76. T6. All difobedfence is to 
be corre&ed without exception, 1 Per. 3.10,T1.177m., 
1.9. 11, Conſcience is bat a natural power of the 
ſoul, therefore cotrigible , as other natural powers 
offending, as well as the affeRions , and the will, and 
minde, &c, Heb.r0.25, Tit.1.15,16. Men miy con- 
ſcientiouſly weglees to hear the Church; yea, perſe. 
cure the Church conſcienciouſty , which is worſe. 
Men . may be puniſhed 4s contempruous and wilfull, 
affeing ignorance, morally mad. A_' Maſter of a 
family corrupted, had need be correed rarher then 
others, becauſe ſo many do'depend on his integrity. 
A drunkard that is wont to be miſchievous ; ang Yr 
will follow the cups , defcrves Pythacw his Law ; a 
double puniſhment. Tf the ſiworh Fews had killed Paul, 
they had murdered him in conſcience, AF. 23, 14. 
A rod is forthe fools back, and'conſcience is natural- 
ly foolith, 7:t.3.3. 2. A conſcience that ſerveth lufts 
is concemptuous  Wilfully ignorant affecting igno- 
rance, 2 Pet. 2.3,5. and naturally conſcience doth 
ſerve Juſts, 73t. 3. 2, 3. The'thiefand adultertr may 
have fach a conſcience as to think God 'ts like tothem, 
Pſalme 50.29. Heathens have worſhipt God by adul- 
rerous roltitutions. Met are in'a ſenſe conſcienti- 
oaſly ctiminal ; when confeietice pexmitreth rhe per- 
| - F © $-648 AJ: SEX : -pertarton 
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petrationof crimes, not onely when ir commands. /t 
a corrupt-'Tonfcience maketh Gods Houſe a den of 
thieves, it 1s mectit ſhould be whiprt out. If conſci- 
ence be a_ den tor thieyes, and a ſhelter for murder- 
crs ; Ir muſt nor be tolerated, Gods” owni Temple 
mult not ſecure ſuch. 13; Miniſters are to puniſh con- 
ſcience, 2 (0r.10.5,6. 14. 1f conſcience is not to be 
corrected, it 1s becauſe ir is ignorant, or becauſe there 
is ſome goodnefle in ir, or for ſome' other reaſon. Bur 
no {uch conſideration doth excuſe ir, Not the firſt, for 
rhere 1s greateſt ignorance in the greateſt ſinnes, yer 
they are rhe greateſt fins, There 1s more ignorance 
of ſome high principles in fins againſt known princi- 
ples, then 1n fins that are called finnes of ignorance. 
The mare knowledge the lefle ſin, therefore rhe more 
ignorance. the more fiÞ, - It appears that the will tol- 
los the intelle&t in mad men. The will doth not a& 
like the appetire of a bruir. All luſts are luſts of igno- 
rance. 'True.knowledge doth hinder fin, becauſe ir for- 
bids fin, and the wilt cannot .but follow rhe ultimate 
dicate' of theintelleft; Omnis mal eft ftultas , omnis 
peccons eft ignartm.” Ionorantia juris non excuſat. Igno- 
rance deſerves pity , but yet it doth not excuſe from 
puniſhment. Not 2 6 ſecond. There is ſome goodneſs 
nan heathens tonſcience , godlineſs' in truth accord- 
Ing tothe Goſpel, doth not exempr from punithmenr. 
Conlcience ſofar as it argues a good man, renders one 
the more worthy 'of regard, þut not free from pu- 
nihment, Quz parc?t culpis preſentibw, Vitia tranſmiti 
ad pofteras. Ee a 
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Exod 6.14.25 
Deur.s.15. 
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"*Hrift the Mediator is the Head of all in a large 
| ſenſe. 1. The Man(t Cor.11.3.) may well im- 
port all men. The reaſon is univerſal : for all are 
{ubjM to Chriſt the Mediator. 2. Head is taken for 
any beginaing, Ezek.i6 25, and Chriſt is the begin- 
ning of all men, as preſcxved. by his Lordſhip and. me- 
diation. #7. Governours are called heads in the Old 
Teſtament ,-and Chriſt doth govern all the world , 
1 Cor. 8.6. All things are both by him and under him,There 
are many heads, Princes, Kings, Lerds, Apoſtles,. bur 
Chriſt is the head, the Prince, the Kipg,.the Apoſtle , 
the Lord. 4. All powers receive the {word from him 
over all rtheearth, ?ſalm 2.8. Rom.14.8. Fohz 15.21. 
Gal.6.2. Phil.2.9,10, 5. All power 15 given to Chriſt 
firſt, therefore it muſt be from him,, Matth.28; And | 
it is given to him as Mediator, becaufe itis ſaid to be 
given, power 1s not given to Chrilt as God. properly, 
Chriſt 1s conſidered as Mediator becaule be is diſtin- 
guithed from God, 1 Cor.15.25. I Cor,11.13. . 6. It 
1s neceſſary for the ſalvation - of the Church, . thar 
Chriſt as Mediator ſhould be inveſted with allpow- 
er, for elſe he would not\{ave the Church compleatly 
2s mediator, 7.All wiſdome and power dwells in 
him 
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bun as. Mcegtatar, becaulc it is from Gods pleaſure, 
Egb 141 9.8; Angels arciubjett to Chriſt. as >?Media- 
for \ "therefore all men, x Pet. 3,22. 'Chritt {ends An- 
gels, np and downthe world , and that as Mediator, 
beczule his power ariſcti) from donation , not onely 
fxom eternal generati-n , and both in heaven and earth, 
AMet,28. 9. lt is ſucable ro thedignity of his perſon ; 

_ all che Angels muſtworſhip him, - che Meadiator and 
- Gad-man.- 16, Ghriſts Throne is at the right hand of 
Godas he is angimted, ?ſalm45. 11.Chriſtas min 
is ſon-by perſopalunidn, by nemporal generation, by fa- 
vour. Pſa/m2;7« by promife,;;Heb. I;5. 2 Sam..7.'14. 
ſuch ſonſhip beſpeaks Lord(hipvver 'all. 12. Angcls 
acknowledge themſelves Fetus his fervants , and the 
Name J<ſus poimsto:Chriſts Mediatorſhip; Rev.1.5. 
and 22,9. 13, Chriſt is : Prince. of the Kings of the 
earth as diſtinguiſhied from God, thereforeas man, Me- 
diator, Ret.1.5.,6..':-14. Chriſt hath power by gitt to 


ſend his Miniſters and Angels, and ſpirit over all the 


world to ſubdue all Nations, Cbriſt ſends the ſpiricby 
impetration , creatures by commandment as Media- 
tor, I5, Chriſt is Lord over all by petition , ?ſal.2. 
16. Chriſt is Lord of all by inſtitution, Pſa/m 2. and 
8. Heb.2.5- 17, All things were ſubjeid ro Chriſt, 
becauſe he was by ſuffering made inferior ro Angels , 
and conformable to ſervants, Heb.2. 7. Thil. 2.9, 10. 
If the Angels were to worſhip the humane nature,then 
to obey 1t as united to the divine. 18. Chriit is Lord 
by un&ton, King, Prieſt, and Prophet, and fo by office 
Mediator over all , thongh for the Church, &/ay 61. r. 
P-11.2.7,8,9,10., | 19. By remuneration, Ph:1.2.9,10, 
H all Magiſtratical -power were not from Chriſt , it 
fhould be caſhiered; becauſeChrilt, as Mediator, hath 
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Of the power of Magiftrates ower the Church | | 
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all power in his own hands, . If Church power: be 
all power; it is the only power to! -be- owned in the 
, world, Chriftu totime mundi clauum tenet. 20, Chriſt 
is head of the church as Mediator and mar'to fave ir, 
why not alſo of the world to govern ir? Chriſts ſolitary 
reigning as immediate ſhall ceaſe when all his :ene- 
mies are his footſtool, 1(or.15.25. 21. Chriſt isnor 
onely conſidered in his Lordſhip as diſtin, but alfo 
as ſubje& to God, 1 Cor. 15. 27. Chriſt doth governe 
as man, and is a viſible head.as man, becauſe the 
humane nature doth govern with the. Divine, Sinful 
men do goyern, why not the humane nature of Chriſt? 
The church ſhall reign over all che world, well there- 
fore may the humane nature of Chriſt with the di- 
vine perſon, Yet it.isto be underfivod , quoad rati- 
onem communen vel ſpecificatiue, that Chriſt 1s head of 
the world as man, though he be viſible as man , quo- 
ad rationem ultimam or reduplicatrve. 'Chriſt 1s a 
Lawgiver like <Moſes, therefore both with and under 
God, as man and Mediator, Gal. 6. 4. A man as 
man 1s a living creature , quead' rationwem communem. 
Chriſt is head of the world., onely quoad ratio- 
- —_— » it the world be compared with the 
CaUIcn. | T4 
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Prop. 2. 

Hriſt is Head: of the Church as Mediator and 

_.- man, both: to defend it and to. govern it, 11. ſpe- 
clalty. I. The Scriptures do fomctimes: appropriate 
Chriſts headſhip. to ce<hurch., Col. 1, 18. -Epbeſ. 
| 6:33. 
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"* under Chriſt the Head, © 


- \ 


1:5. 3. Chriſt. is in ſpecial the Prince of 1ſrae7, 
the King, Prieſt and Prophet of his church ,; Ezet. 45.7. 


is the head of the church, a myſtical and figurative 
head over all perfons. 4. Chriſt as King , Prieſt and 
Prophet converts the whole world into his church. 'As 
Apoſtles and all Minifters are Miniſters to the whole 
world, ſo Chriſt is King , Prieſt and Prophet to the 
whole world, for the converting and dvcipling of 
the ele&. In reſpe& of Government Chrift as man 
is headof the church , onely -quoad ratiozem commu- 
zen: in reſpe& of conformity, quoad rationemultimam: 
Chriſt. is the comer-ſtone that is ingraven with ſeven 
eyes, as having all graces etanſcendently,and the piric 
eſſentially in him, Zech.4.7. and 3.9. 


' 5:23. chriſt is an hucband to che thirch, And ah 
husband.'is the head of the wife, Epheſ.. I, $3. 1C, 


and! 46.10; All the former reaſons provethat Chrift 


"I F1 
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- Prop. 3. 
Hriſt as Mediator is under God. 1, Chrift is 
found in the form of a ſervant, inthe rcal forme 
of a ſervant, though he was allo inthe real forme of 
. God, Phzl.2.7. 2. Chriſt is for God 'as ſubfervienr 
to his glory, and therefore under God for the ac- 
quiring of theend, 1 (0.3.23. 3. Heis made ſub- 
je& by miſſion and accepration as God , by union and 
ſubmiſſion as/man,-t Coy. 15. 17. 4. Chriſts will is 
ſubje& ro Gods will, inthe Lords prayer. 


wasSvbedient in ſuffering death, P41. 2,4. 6. Chrift 
acknowledgeththe father to be greater then Ho 
h | oh 
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> 70Þ.14.31,,24, 
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Of the power of Magiſtrates over the Church 
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. Fohn 10. 18. 7. Chriſt received commandinents from 


God, Fohn 10,18,26,39,49, 8. Chriſt as man is a 
creature, 9.Chriſt is called Gods ſervant, Eſay 42.1; 
and 53.11, God as conſidered eſſentially was his 
God, Mat. 27.46, Fobn 20.17. 10. Chriſt was. ſub- 
je& in ſacrificing himſelf ro God , Rev. 5.6. Solomon 
rcigned under Dautd , Feſeph under Pharaoh, Chriſt un- 
der God as man and Mediator reignes for ever. 
11, Chriſts Lordſhip hath been proved before to be 
ſubordinare, 12, Chriſt aſſumed the humane nature 
that he might be meet to execute the mediatorial 
office in way of ſubjcAtion. The perſon of Chriſt is 
the principium quod, the acceptation of the office is 
the principzum quo on Chriſts parr, All the as of 
the humane nature were the a&sof the perſon. Au 


ſunt ſuppoſitoram. Therefore all the acts of the hu- 


marie nature in way of obedience, were ads of the 
pcrſon. 

ObjeR. The Deity of Chriſt could not be different from 
21s Jelf. i 

eArnſw. Yes, quoad ſiatum economicum. 

Obje&. The as of Chrift as God were afis of the Trinity. 

Anſiw. Quoadeſſentiam & efficentiam, not determi- 
natively. : e: 

Objed. Chriſt as God was to be ſatisfied himſelf. __ . 

Azſw. Chriſt ſatisfied himſelf as God, mediante na- 
ture bumana. Opera Trinttatis ſunt tndiviſa ad extra quoad 
eſſentiam, on quaad determinationem. Therefore the 
{ſecond 'perſon only: aſſumed the humane nature; and 
in it ſatisfied the juſtice of the. "Trinity, - Chriſt is 
Lord by purchaſe , not onely by eternal generation 
and inheritance z by donation, nor only eternal nece(- 
fity, Phil.2. He is made higher then the heavens , by 
I: Þ | : his 
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" "under Chriſt the Head = 


his high authority over the Angels, or powers of hea- 
ven , Heb, T2 % He- is Ls to pave ohis high au- 
thority as made higher , notonly as begorten higher. 
Kings, Prieſts and Prophets did rule in Iſracl under 
Chriſt, ſo Chriſt under God as Mediator, Rev.1s, 
10.Fohn13.3.& 17.3.at. 11.27,29.Pſalm 110, 1,2. 
Heb. 1.4,13.- Rev.at.26. 2 Pet:2.1. Mat. 28.27. 
The humane nature prayed, obeyed, ſuffered, dyed , 
wrought miracles , torgave fins, breathed the Ho-- 
ly Ghoſt, and: when he was glorified ſent the ho- 
ly Ghoſt. Thus the humane nature did co-operate 
with the divine. And what the humane nature wills,the 2 
divinenatuje effes. Allthe world is under;Chriſt, 

quozd obligativzem , though not as yet quoad acceptatio- 

zem; agnitionem & voluntariam , (#bjeAzonem. . Chrilt 4 
is. made more excellent then the Angels , and hath 4 
obtained a more excell:nt name then they, Heb | 


nr I OI _—Þ— LAS. 


I. 4, | | + hens £0 
. Obje, why doth not (brift, being Lord of -all, preſently 
«nd perfetily reform all, ,  . ._ 15 
;, Anſw. He acts according to his commiſſion , and 
Gods decree, by a higher rulethenys revealed to us. 
_ -:ObjeQt. why doth the world gain ty Chrifts meaiatorſbip.. 
.:Anſw. All the world is reprieved from preſent 
Exccution. _ 2. He gives all good things , :food and 
ladneſs, God hathgivenall tohim. 9g. Life is pro« 
ferred toall, and the Ele@ before they are vibly in 
the Church, may be converted by him. - 4. by him 4 
the means of graceare conferred. : 5.By him all may WH 
bepe for-cxernd[ life, ' 6. Allare redeemed and juſti- | ;.. ;....* *? 
- fied by him conditionally , according to the ourward — = 7 
diſpenſatien of the new Covenant... .  . . _ 
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* as oh | ſubje@ton- 
or Oe « ntance, and | 
ofcflion of faith, _—_—_ of _— * _ 
. Ces,1s O oug It. to w: 
:X 2004 les of the Apo * if for this rule.. JET" TIC 
OS pregnant | GC ——_ declaring = 
| ID not be- : con- 
4+ pe ap WM ſands 16 4g TA of onfectan, Gn, are 
Church ſetation; Gfe-4F.2.41. 2 ad for forndatongh weak | 
cere 497 Ch oe TRCOnvery Non can lay no 'maore- d-that cariſhew ns + 
_—_— faieh ar firſt ,. 'ts be admicted-r os: if i'be 
ASare Whoa > 10+ BRLQTH , ſuch ares be admir a» Mag, if it 
ms oc if —_— Ananias, Saphirs _ pron ie> thent ac-. 
[4 s 4 - « <7" 
Grace. There more hat theſe did ſay no GE Banksh , Saphirs 3 CC. 
ean in- hkelv P d A ds 
may be an in- ELY Tha h; --{(a) An | Apoſtles wot | 
complete pro- -3 rding 0 trutn; - receive the po Yu) 
« 1 ning L well be omg, apr as the rule in teligion . 
ity, as com- : C. 15S | es inte ny 
paced with 1;- willingly, which do cleave to Noyelries as attend - 
meer poſſtoili- we find rf have — ſock oifts, 
, ih» concerning E's 5 where they. of - withourſnch-g 
- »y/—crthy gla «ct ud care to relieve Dip - 5 54s appeared In 
roar the ed the Po care to relieve. D 4 ngneſs to repent, 5c 
| means of grace (miracles, 5.4. Such as ſhew.a/wi Lord Jefus without 
E. Srke þ PE in the name of the known: 
” _ cious Coro ro be baptized in ""> | | F 
Atant, - : 
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known. diffimulation, are to be admitted. . The Text, ch.on. x5. © 
doth evidently” prove it,. Afs 25.. 5-God did thus _ 14. 2 
receive ſracl into Covenant often, Exod, 24. 3, 4+ Netu19.39 
Deut. 29. 14. 6, Such as anſwer this rule are ſincere 
ro. us, according to rule in compariſon of thoſe with- 
out, and becanſe we cannot diſtinguiſh berween one 
and another; God only knows tlie heart) privzlegia | ; 
funt amplianda. (5) 7. It isevident by the examples - 4 
ot Sampſon , Solomon,the Corinthians, and many others , (5)Some with- 
char Chriſtians may be ſincere at the botrome, and Feng 
yer wane of education, information and ordinances , Some ** the . 
and by reaſon of tentation and conſtitution, eſpecial[- *ngom are 
| ly in' the Nonage of firſt converſion., appear much  <. King ak 
weaker then others, Some Chriſtians do outward- Kingdome, in 
1y and proudly attire rhemſelyes after the Phariſaical J"Piſon & 
torm and faſhion z not in. plainnefs of ſpiric,but with- 1 Cor. 11.20. 
ont or above therr eftare inrruch of grace, were there 
'nor want of an humble: conſideration of our own fins, 
we ſhould not diſlike others, | indulging our ' own 
weakneſs. ' God doth ſuffer all to fin, that as he, we 
might learn to be mercifull co all like him. Buds on . 
Gods.Oliveare more eaſily blaſted and broken, then 
grown boughs,and therefore ſhould be cheriſhednore, 
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Robabiliry of ſincerity is unneceſſary to members- | 

* "ſhip. God did admit, Iſrael into Covenant, | 

when there was Jittle hope of the greateſt part, | 

>, Some, are 28dmirted, and have been admitted., 

. thongh very ſuſpitious "Fc of others. vey | 
hen, 2 there 
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_ " rhere is not hope of the greateſt part ,, there cannot 

be. probability of ſuch in particular, asare leaſt hope- 

| [IN full. (c) 3, In tines of declenfion how can there be 

0. een. probabllity of the ſalvation of moſt children ar bap- 

fome arencarer Tim, -if there be not abſolute proþability of moſt 

bhegrace & the ther are baptized by rule, thar'they ſhall. obtain ſin- 

RP toi .CCHITY » Why may we not admit adult perſons, without 

as thoſe that ſych probability of their having obtained it, 4. Fobx 

m_— nz Bapt ſtſecins tofear, morethen to hope , -concern- 

medome, arc . : . 

nearer than Ing ſuchas he admitted, and. called a generation of 

uho{-vhac are Vipers, The rule of admiſſion ſhews that men may 

of near the DE diſcipled, though untaught in many catechiſtical 

\gfgiome are points; and the Apoſtles intheir praftice did not take 

rc king0o" rime to Catechiſe perſons at large betore they were 
with an incom- -*,, I, . Y . 

plero probavil:--2d mitted , Mat. 28. 18, 19, 5. Notwithſtanding 

ryorwitha the rule of: admiſſion , or notwirhſtanding the pro- 

ary , :1 Miſc of Converſion in primitive times, the: Apoliles 

compariſon of might haveadmitted more in ſincere Chriſtians, then 

eget nor ich A0anid6y Sapbira, and Simon Meg , "yea molt of ſuch 

a> afolue Aftamp. It depends more on Gods providence, then 

provavilry. on his ordinances, ro render members ſound in the 

faich. And Gods providence doth ſometimes make way 

for Apoſtacy and Jugdement. All that were admitted 

might have been no better then Ananis, and according 

-to the rule of admiſſion,in poſſibilicy:moſt are no bet- 

e-r in probability at ſometimes. 6.1r ſeems moſt in Sar- . 

dis and Laodecea were unſound whenadmitted , Rev.2: 

43. CMulti ſunt luptinti« , mult e ſunt foris oves, God 

hath, provided that ghe wheat be preſerved , however 

it be diſpoſed; concerning the ;tares, Mat. 13. "29. 

God* doth take inro. Coyenant ſuch as are veſlels of 

wrath, as for other ends', ſoalſo to facilitate the con- 

verkoa of their eleq. Children. God, doth proguee 

2.0: 2405 rene | wheat 
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wheat out af tares: And the yeſlels of. wood and 
tone do illuſtrare the veſlcls of filver and gold in Gods 
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CG oncerning the Diſtinction berween teach- 
ing and ruling Elders. 
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P rop. i | 
_ | AA LL Elders areteaching Elders... 1. The-Scrip- 
| ture doth generally. deſcribe Elders by tcach- 
inz , they are toteach and baptize , at. 28. 19. To | 
fecd, notes teaching as well as ruling , «As 29., To - 3 
exhort with ho x" Fa _ doctrine, , Tz. 1.9. They 5 ny 
muſt be Sb aurinol » - 171m... 2. They.are ſuch as bring .: 
the word. of the Lord , Heb. 31,.8, 1Pet, 5.2. 
Fer, 3. 15. 2, Had there beenruling Elders inFe- 
ruſalem, when the Apoſtles choſe Deacons , they 
mighr have attended on the widows , and-ror .been 
interrupted in che. word and prayer.:. 3,/Irs not dy- 
table that Elders for rule only , ſhould have ſuch 
equal honour and maintenance as is required, 1 77m. 
5.17. 4» It is contrary. to Gods. —_ diſpen- 
fation of power :. that Elders 1o igferior. jn-gifts and 
office, ſhould have cqual. pawer to.. rule. with choſe 
that do excell in gies, and thar. are- cntruſted with 
che Tables and ſeals alone, - .. The Pricſts rhat-were 
ſo catruſted and gifted aboye Levites.,. were ſer. alfo 
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ders, © Tim, E 


bitation , ſith-che Apoſtle doth fo abſolutely affirm, 


— 


over Levites in Iſracl. | 5.1 carmot yer'find re fag | 


rs. 


is pretended. The antecedent is proved from the former 
Texts, compared with Mat.28..19. All Elders muſt 
reach, or are ſentto teach, 1 Tam 3.2.7:t. 19, & allthat 
are {cnt roteach, are alſo ſcntto baptize, Mat.2g.19. 
.8.  All.Elders that are ſent to reach have full pow- 
cr to diſciple,or ro admit,and baprize,therefore-mecr- 
ly ruling Elders have not a co ordinate power of ruling 
with reaching -Elders, *if there be ſuch a diſtinion. 
Teaching.Elders may admit , and why not do more 
alſo according to their:commiiſſion, Mat. 28. 19. with - 
out ruling: Elders , or againſt ruling Elders. 8. .Ir 
is. cereain - pony. bu Cyprian, that the” Biſhops did 
rule inchief, and that all Elders were 'Sacerdotes in 


Primitive dayes.” 5. Elders are deſcribed by the 
'fons -of Zadoc, which did not nor only govern, Ezet. 
44.15. -And this Texrſpeaks of: the Gofpel-Chu 

as ts evident, This Texr dorh repreſent by the fons 

- of Zadec, all Elders, it norBiſhops only; Hp 


. —- . 


urch, 


ObjeRt.” The ApotHle maketh' diftinfion between El- 
Arſw.Drdany Laideiice fi antiquity appear for ſich 

a diſtin&ion , I ſhould nor dare interpret this Texr,as 

diſtinpuiſhing the office of Elders LING out much du- 
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- tharall Elders muſt be gpt to/ teach: ;:and that they 
| Tit,..I-9. --Bur fath amiquiry doth -nort give: "bl clear ; 
evidence , and the rexts alledged doſpeak'ſo _ 
De veefins ſo.far as to conceive (1:ch a ſenſe. 
2...The:Texe, it. ſelf makerh at pm 
honour and . maintenance as to its-degfee, buronly in 
Ns af le about it. AlGuR have. double 
hagaue-z-. though . ſome arc to. be conſidered as. 
chiefly deſerving it..- 3. Thoſe chat laboured in the 
word and doctrine , therefore: thoſe. that ruled; may. 
nat rule only ,;according,to che. Texs,'; 4.. The word 
Tp%oares; may include reaching An the way of autho-- 
rityas well as other acts of ruling, ſo a maſter is. 
faid mou5dusy O.3 I:Tom: 3a 4+ And a ma(tcr dothgo- 
vern by: teaching in way of authority, as well as 
otherwaycs.... .5.. The, Text may.:fully/ intend: no 
more> then 2 diſtintion berween Elders in reipe& of 
gift and laboriouſneſs ig attending thereon, Thus 
Paul. was the. chief ſpeaker;'in compariſon. of Barna- 
honour, Thus Paul attended; onheword , and ap- 
poinced others to baprize,, and yer ſuch Elders as ar- 
tended on 'baptizing , did well, anddeſerved hononr. 
| Andrhus Paul alſo -laboured ( ashefſaicdiof himſelf). 
mare. theh all the, Apoſtles, and yet ahe other 4poſtles 
| ſabotired well, and deſerved: honour as well as Pavl.. 


.*Aaf. Iristhe intent of the Apoſtleto-ſpeakhere of 
diſtin& gifts , or of members as -indued with diſtin&t 


ifrs,, as well as of others $.*.', At officer is'nor” In- 

Gicd' Bee ad iſtin& gift, but with many. 
Miracles, Tongues, Interpregation of tongues, do 'nor 
as” lads 6 Ee a ; 4 . 


im-- 


ts 


Ob.Governvurs are diftinzgui[bed from belpers,1Cor.12:28. 
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88 _* Of Admiſſonof Member, © 
impore ſo many diſtint Officers. The Apoſtle 
mentioneth ' Members eminent "in gifts , ' rogether 
with Members eminent in. office. 2. Elſe why 
doth the Apoſtle Tay Governments , and not Go- 
vernots. 3. Helps do feem to anſwer to the gift 
of Prophecy and Governments, to the diſcerning 
of ſpirits, verſe 10, * Wildome may be the ' emi- 
nent gift of the Apoſtles. __ may be the 

; eminent gift of Prophets. The word of' faith may 

BD be the eminent gift of Evangelifts, &c. And thus 

: * werſe28, will be correſpondent to werſe 8, 9g., 10. 
And all along the Apoſtle ſpeaks of diſtin gifts, as 
well as of AHA Offers. os 


To 


Odje&." Teaching Elders are the Doflors. 


_ ._  eAnſw; Where afe the: paſtors then numbred , 
if thzy are diſtin&tin Offices 2. The DoRors are ra- 
cher the Evangeliſts, elſe Evangcliſts are left out, 
elſe Goverhments/ ſhould have been placed next to 
Doors; It: is moff oppoſite ro the Apoſtles enu- 
- meration , '&pheſ.- 4; | 11: Ordinary Elders jare no 
where elſe deſcribed by the Title: of Dofors, Do- 
Qors are here ſert-inthe mind of 4 icy, Prophets 
Miracles , - Healings;j - which are all exr AOrc nary | 
gifts, nor -onfy'ih *reſpe@' of their * cariſe,, but U- q 
ſo in reſpe& of their ſe and " permanebcy in 
their ſpecialties. We read of ſuch extraordiuary 
DoRors; "#85 nyiliets 2 TS Cn, 
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 Objet, There 1s a drſijnBion Letween Elters , Ron: 


Arſe. 1. Te the Apolils projilt to peak of 
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the gifts and faculties of members , both- in 


Office , and out of Office, verſe 5. and from 
terſe the ainth, wo the'end of the Chapter. 


- 2. There is no reaſon to interpret Prophecy 


here otherwiſe, then as a gift of edification in 
thoſe. out of Office , elſe the gift of Prophecy 
in.. common. Members , which was in the Apo» 


files time frequent, though extraordinaryin re- 


ſpet of the cauſe , 1s not ſpoken of at 
all, And ir ſeems here to be diſtinguiſhed 


from . the gitr of office in verſe 7, Furſt the 


Apolile ſpeaks of the gifts of diſpencing divine 
chings umo verſeg. or of edifying-gifts, ver. 9. 
Secondly , from verſe 9. he deſcenderh to com- 
mon gifts , or to gifts of difpenfing humabe 
things. Concerning edifying gifts , he firft rec- 
koneth Prophecy , that which is compettble to 
common Members , as well as to ers, Se- 


condly , he'.ſpeaketh of the' gift of office com- 


plete, wer. 7. Thirdly , He inftancerh in the 
partial gifts of office 5 namely cxhorting, teach- 
4ng,, &'c. Teaching is a Miniſtry, 1 Tim. 4. 5. 
and Teachers are Miniſters, x Cor.4.1... 3. Why 
ſhould, ruling .clſe.be ſet between diſtriburing 


and ſhewing Mercy. 4. Teaching is not a com- 


plete office, becauſe all Elders muſt exhort as 
well as reach, Tit. 19. exhorting is not a com- 
plete office , becauſe all Elders muſt teach as 
well as exhort, 1 Tim. 3.26. Shewing mercy is 


-not & comptere-office;” becauſe all Deacons muſt 


diſtribute , as well as ſhew mercy. And conſe- 
quently, ruling is not a diſtin& and complete 


4 


der 


office, according to = Apoſtle here, One El- _ 


tt. 


rhe LES, 4% LT 
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Of Admiſſion of Members, vc. 


der may have a ſingular gift of exhorting, and 
another of —_ and a third of ruling , and 
ſo Elders may differ gradually-in gifts, 'as the 
right hand from the lift, yer not 1n office, be- 
cauſe every Elders office is to teach, exhort, 
and rule allo. He that proficyeth only , is not 
a diſtin&t officer ; he'that ſpeaketh with rongues 
only , is not a diftina Officer ; he that interpret- 
cch rongues only,is nor a diſtin Officer; ſo he thar 
exhorteth, is not a- diſtint Officer ; he that 
teacherh, is nota diſtin Officer ; hethar' rulerh 
or diſcernerh | ſpirits, is not a diſtin& officer: 
Theſc adminiſtrations do not adequately or com- 
pletely deſcribe ſo many diſtint Elders in point 
cf: Office , bur are all neceſſary to every Elder : 
Efpeciallyin 1:7:m.'5.-17, doth note a gradual 
diſtin&ion, nor cf{cntially an- official diſtin&ion, 
aud fo Gal. 6, 10. efpecially doth note a dt- 
tinaion between the world and the Church, 
but not a n official !diſtinion. - And- as all 
in this place notes” both i believers and unbe= 
lievers '1n general, fo ' Elders that Frule well 
in the. other Text , notes all teaching Elders, thar 
o comparatively attend more on ruling then. on 
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The Miſchief of Separation. 
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| Prop. 1. 


T is unlawfull to deny Communion with a 

Church before cenſure, in ſuch as have not 
authority to cenſure , while there is no neceſlity 
of ſinning by holding Communion ,. except 
in caſe of ſuffering perfcurion thereby. 1. 
Communion is a duty , and therefore not to be 
negle&ed , bur according to ſome rule, or au- 


LR 


thentick example , which is not found in Scri- 
ptures!,” for the denying Communiton as it is pro- 
pounded. 2. Chtift; the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
&c. did communicate with the Jewiſh Church,” 
notwithſtanding its eorruptions. 3. Our Savi- 
our! expreſly comminis - hearing of the Phari- 
fees ;* and: ſacrificing! tn that fintull fare 'of the: 
Prieſts and DoCtors. - He writes by the Churches 
of: Afia, ſo as ro confirm their mutudl commu- 
Rion,, for the: oppoſing® of , Fezgtel "and lyars, 
Rev. 2.83; ©. - 4. Phul confirms Communion 
wich Galatia aud Coriath',in that he diredts them 
how to communicate , and commands conjun- 


: 
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ion unto the cutting of Seducers, x (or.11.17, 
Neither doth he deny Cummunion with parti- 
cular perſon,before there was legal and ſufficient 
proof , or withany Church for the faulrs of ma- 
ny , or the greater part in it, before the caſe 
was argued » though he had ſuch ' Apoſtolical 
authority. 5. The rule, Hat. 18. 17. doth 
not admit authority it ſelf, ro count ſo much 
as'a particular Member , much leſs a whole 
Church: a Publican and Heathen, before tryal , 
private brethen , and ſuch as have not authori- 
ry, cannot do it in way of authority without 
uſurpation.- Paris 7Þ parem on eft poteſias.” It 
may be ſaid to ſich , who gave ſuch anautho- 
rity 3 as Fous commitred murder in killing A4- 1 
maſa, though Amaſs deſerved death. 7.The - 
Church is.a mother , and there are fathers tn 
it, how ſhould children as ſuch, puniſh fathers 
and mothers * Forathaz may hold communion 
7 with Sazl, till he perſecutes him with his ſpears. 
8. It cannot be done- in way of charity to the 
Church.” The reaſons alledged , ſhew that it 
cannor be lawfully done upon any account. The 
rule, XLat.18. the examples of Chriſt, Apoſtles, 
Prophets, &«.. do conclude it. Beſides , that 
irregular wayes are provocative. 9. It may not i F 
be.done to avoid fin by participation, The rea- 
fons above ſpecified, do ſhew. that this is' not a 
ſufficient reaſon. - . This was not a ſufficient | 
reafon to the Apoſtles nor Prophets: Chriſt 
commands the. contrary, notwithſtanding - this 
reaſon. Meer preſence is not. participation in 
evil. - Eljah for ſome end. was preſent at yo 
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The meiſchief. of "Sap drevion..” * 9'3- 
crifice. It is an offence to our ſelves, not a-pri- 
viledge, to deprive our ſclvecs of ordinances, for- 
others offences. It is vanity to diſcipline vthers, 
by converting ones ſelf, We do nor {in with 
others, unleſs we conſent to others fins. It was 
dangerous for Obadiah, Nehemiah, Daniel, &c.. to 
live in fuch' Kings Coutts ;-dtid yer lawful: we , 
may- form theſe -laft} arguriterits thus, we may 
got deny communion it! way of antliority , nor 
upon any other conſideration, farther then is 
cautioned in the propofition-, therefore not at 

- all: we may nor -deny- comminish in way of 
charity to the Chureh: offeriding , tror apon any 
other conſideration, further then is cautioned in 

4 the propolition, therefore not all. We may 
not deny communion, for fear of participation 
with evil, -hor upon any other confideration , 
therefore not at all. There was. ldolatry oft in 
Iſrael, Hereſie in Galatis, Herefte and corrupt 
manners in Cor:zmth, &c.and yet communion was. 
hwfull i [theſe Churches: Publicans enter into 
life ſooner then proud ſchiſmatical Phariſees. 
Schiſm is feigned -piety , and therefore double: 
iniquity: Corrupr Ceremonies are polluted gar- 
ments:  burSchiſmis a fire and a poiſon in the 
bowels and hart: of the Church. Dr: Afeliora, 
pris oradenemgie boſftibus illum.. Tantaze animis ce-. 
leftibw ret © | | | 
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Prop. 2. 

Eace unto edification is to be preferred be- 
tore circumſtantial truths. ' 1, Peace doth 
more promote Love naturally, then ſome truth, 
and ſo naturally doth more edifice , Rom. 14. 1. 
17.19.22, Chriſt ceaſed: to preach fundamen- 
tals themſelves at times. And. he gives all a li- 
cence or warrant to flee, and fo to ceaſe from 
preaching fundamentals themſelves , when per- 
{ecution hinders edification thereby. One ordi- 
nance glves place to another for edification ſake, 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles did not;alwayes preach 
the VVord... +. 3. Peace may be ſo diſturbed for 
circumſtancials, as to deprive.us of fundamen- 
tal truths. 4. Mercy is the moſt acceptable ſ{a- 
crifice... And there is moſt mercy in making peace 
ro. edification..., 5; It 'is grearer mercy: to*enjoy 
peace, than circumſtantial rrucths: * One duty 
muſt give place ro anorher. - , 6. Ir is ſutable to 
the deſcription of Saigrs, ghey are doves, ſheep., 
lambs, liwle' chUdren. ., i75, The kingdome. of 
God. conſiſts more 12 peace , then: in.cotitending 
or ſuch truths, Rem, 14. 22. We muſt noton+ 
ly tolerate , but alſo indulge the weak , when 
we .do not believe withthem for edification ſake, 
I Cor, 10. 33. The Apoſtles made decrees, and 
declared them without giving reaſon of them , 
ahd the Gentiles were bound co obey them ; the 
| things 
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The miſchief ef of Separation: i 


things: decreed being, lawtull , rhoubg it was a 
burthen, to'themſelves:/, while it. dia edihe rhe 
Tewes, Aas:15., Our Saviour did carry himfclr 
as a friend to Publicans and {inncrs, for ro win 
them. 8. Wemuſt conccal {ome truths (rhere 
being not time and .place. alloted us im our 'mor- 
ta} condition) to give. place to the greater;there- 
by to procure peace tor the edificationand fruition 
of greater tuths. Pay] prefcrred peace beforc 
the m1intaining of Genealogtes , though truc, 
1Tim. 14. 9g. One may conceal ſome truths 
for ones own peace , therefore for the Churches 
ace unto cdification, Hence it was partly that 
Chriſt avoided the Jews fo oft by withdrawing 
himſelf. 10. All duties and gifts may be ſu\- 
pended-in way of omiſſion for edificarion, 1 (or. 
12. 7. & 14.26. Rom. 14. 17. 19. Chriſt and 
the Apoſtles firſt taught truths of greateſt con- 
cernments, Heb. 6. 1,2. Rom. 14.1. Such as are 
contentious for leſſer truths, are apt to be zealous 
ſor errors ; Peace 1s eſpecially robe maintained, 
'with'fuch as being in authority are defenders of 
truth. Tr is better to Iay by ſome truths,then by 
contention to weaken the authority of ſuch as are 
defenders of truth in fundamentals ; Plura ſunt 
optaneta quam preſianda. A Church that ceaſerh 
not to be a Church by providence, or ordinance, 
ceaſeth not to be the noble Iſrael of God. Ifracl 
was not divourced , notwithſtanding many back- 
flidings and pollutions, while God afforded them 
true Prophets or preſerved ſome ſaving doarine 
in their Teachers. Chriſt walked in the midſt 
of the Golden Candleſticks , though ſome of 
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: 96 The Miſchief of Separation. 

them were ſocorrupt,Rev.2.3. Laodices ſeems 
to intend the Popiſh Church ſpecially , though 
its apoſtacy be ſo great, and hath: been main- 
tainedis long by a cruel and bloody faBtion, the 
man of fin being head thereof : they have bread 
and water , though by weight and- meaſure, 
Ezek.5. I6, 17. Pray for the peace of Jeruſalem. 
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Subordinate Power may not offenſsuely 
reſeſt Supreme Power in an boſille 
way for its own defence , except the 


Laws of the place do ſo permit. 


Here is no imitable Preſident 1n 
Iſrael for ſuch defenſive reſiſtance, 
though ' 1ſrael - oft and a long 
time groaned under ſad and hea- 
vy oppreſlions. Jehozaga ſuppreſ- 


ny arc ſuppoſed to. reſiſt Kings. or 
Judges legally inveſted with Power without ſpecial 
warrant from God, except in an unrighteous manuer. 
The godly Prophets, and Prieſts, and Nobles. would 
have redreſſed evils at ſundry times ( as it may, be 
preſumed ) by fuch meanes, had it-nor | been, un- | 
lawfull. Berri ot arr 3 aniignng! 
2.: David would not defend himſelf by : force.. of 
 armes againſt Say! withour Gods command... He 
thought 4t behoved him to -m rather then to fight, 
£oA | till . 


- 


ſed Athaliah uſurping ,;bur none Ex0d-13.24, * 
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till God. bid him return into the Land of Fudah. Gods. 
bidding. him. ro return into the land of Fudah might 
cauſe him. juſtly ro conclude that it was his plea- 
ſure he-ſhonld there defend: himſelf as neceſſity re- 
quired and arcordmply' he: thought it lawfull' to 
hold Kerlzhb by force againſt Sau! ; yet he never took 
advantages to cut Saul off, but counted it wickedneſs 
foto do, Sam.24.14.and 26.9,10,11, Bruits will turn 
head when they cannot flee,. but good men will ſuffer 
rather then'be rebelltous, David was anvoinred, Sau! was. 
an implacable enemy, had murtherd the Lords Pricſts, 
waged war cauſecleſly to the opprefſionof his Subjects, 
God had openly rejeted him. Some rold David that 
it was lawful to make war againt Saul, and to kill 
him alſo upon all advantages, but Davrd was not of 
this opinion. Firſt, David choſe to flee till God di- - 
reed him another way.Secondly,Gods bidding him re- 
turne to Fudab pur him into fome poſture of defence 
rational confequence , and: yet Daverd did ſhunne 
always of offending Sau]. Thirdly , God might give 
Duvid more expreſs command then is recorded. 
Fourrhly, had ir been lawful, why did not the good. 
men in Iſrael ſtand. up for Dauid in his righteous 
caufe, againſt Say! their King rejeted by God , for 
their King David anointed. by God © God extraordi-. 
narily ttrred up ſome, but none are faid to help De- 
vid as deeming it lawful for the defence of David" 
or themſelves. Fifthly, i it were lawful for David 
to defend himſelf by the ſword. againft -Sawl to rhe 
endangering of his life , it had alfo been warramable 
for David to have laid hands 6n Saul npon the ad- 
vantages giver him foto do. If neceflary defence 
gave Duvid leave to hazard Souls life in daricl;why- 
| | | ror. 
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not to take away his life out of baztel,; ar- lealt #oire-. 

ſtraine him © Sguls death was neceſlary for 'DNawads: 

right, yea as he thought ſomerzmes , for bis-life, for 
he ſaich, I;ſhall.one day periſh by the hand of; Saul. 

All this may ſhew that Dauid duſt not forcibly arts 

tcmpr any thing againſt Sazl, further then God gave 

him ſpecial dirxeQuon to at. Fofephm obſerves that 
the revolt of the ten Tribes from Rehobogy, wasthe 
beginning of thoſe miſcries which brought chem to 

their end, HM CITE 1 
ObjeA. The Kings of Iſrael were ancanted,  -._ 
Anſw. Their anoiming was not any addition ef their 

power, . Other Kings . may have: the ſame degree gf 

| pawer, though not ſuchconfirmation , and _ may 
be ſufficiently confirmed by Gods Ordinance, thoug| 

not ſo abundantly as the Kings of Jſeeel- . Ir j5;fin to 
reliſk power:, * thaugh a gregter ſinne: ro .xeſiſt 
power moſt eminently confirmed by God. Gr4- 
ds non Variant ſpeciem. Prieſts though annointed might 
be. called to account, and ſo might Kings iallo ,if they 
had been ſybordinared to an higher: power. Kings 

.are_ now annointed with the xeality , though not with 

the Ceremonic of regal power. 

.  ObjeQ.Kings in Iſracl were ſet up by God emmed{ately. 
Anſw. This was an eminent qualification of 
wer in ſrl, - but this did - not exempt Kings 

bs correQtion , farther then the Law allowed it. 

God immediately called Aaros in ſome ſort, andthe 

Prophets*, yet theſe were ſybordinate to higher pow- 

ers. The nature of Kingly: power ,/ noe; the,manner of 

conferring it, priviledged - in iſratl:from; boigg 
ſubjeR tocorreRion. The eſſence of things. dotti.con- 
ſiturc and denaminate them. "The: efficient is oy Sh 
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ſecal to being and operation. Beſides ſucceding Kings 


in Iſrael had the ſame power with the firſt, though 


immedtately called. Kingly power whether it be gi- 
ven medlately or immediately , is Gods: Ordinance , 
and therefore they that- reſiſt ic,, reſiſt Gods 'Ordi- 
narice. - BY 
Objea, The Kings of Iſrael had more power then thoſe 
of thee dayes. | 

eAnſw. - They inherited their power by Gods Or- 
dinance, and therefore are imitable preſidents. Ir is 
evident that ſuch power was cuſtomary amongſt other 
nations. But what power Kings have, muſt depend on 
the tundamental Laws of Kingdomes. $7 errandum 
eft, ſine jure abſolvere , quam per mjuriam condemnare 
ſanfins eſt, | | 

Objea. Amaziah was ſlaine by them iz Jerulalem. 

Anſw. Firſt, they at Feruſalem are brought in as 
doing ir illegally. Secondly, they were very corrupr 
at this time. Thirdly, there is no mention of good 
meti confenting. 'Fourthly, they conſpired againſt law 
and reaſon, if David might nor have made a party 
againſt Saul for the ſame end. They are ſaid tocon- 
ſpire; and the phraſe uſually imports an illegal pro- 
celle. Febu may be ſaid to conſpire. 1-Kings 10, 
Though he had a Commiſſion from God , becauſe he 
blurred and tained his warrant with his politick de- 
ſignes and cruel intentions, He may as well be char- 

ed with conſpiracy as with blood, Hof. 1, The hi- 

Body of the Scripture doth uſually declare and not 
cenſure, both perſons and- actions. Fifthly, the god- 


ly Priefts and Prophers are never obſerved to ' make 


fuch attemprs and-infurrecions ,- but - alwayes to be 
ebcdient, when their Kings were moſt outragtous; 
«ao wie F540 | and. 
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and yet Prophets had been like to prevail. Sixthly, 
Baaſha; and Shalum, and Zimriare cenſured no other- 
wiſe. Seventhly, all 1f-ae] concurred in the ſettingup 
of Amazlah his ſoz, when as only the faction of Fe- 
, ruſalem is ſaid to conſpire and flay him. -Eighthly, 
the faction was ſo potent that flew his father , thar 
they maintained it till Amaziah was confirmed in his 
Kingdom, 2 (hrox. 25.3. 2 Kings 14.5: And though 
the Hiſtory be ſilent, yet ſome might be puniſhed 
for conſpiring againſt Ameziah. Sometimes an amne- 
ft:a is moſt conducible to peace and [afety. Ninth- 
ly, it was unlawful for any to make themſelves ſu- 
pream Fudges ; Exod, 2. 14. Luke 12. 14. Numb. 16.. 
28, Cuſtome is the beſt interpreter of Law. The Law 
of God is the beſt interpreter of right. 2” 

' Thirdly, it is illegal ro private perſons., becauſe 
they are ſubje&, and therefore for publick perſons, 
if by the Law they are alſo ſubje&. Ir is fubjeRion, 
not privacy thart.binds the hands of private perfons.. 
Folly ſhould not be exalred , nor-ſervants ride while 
Princes' gd:on-the ground, Eccleſ. 10. 6, 7. Ir is 
one of the four things which the earth: cannot bear, 
Prov. 30. Rex ef,nocentem punt, cede juſtitie,thnocentems. 
« cede fortune. Sen. COS a 

Fourchly, Subj are- uſually fworn abſolutely. ro- 

ſupream power - for oaths ' not; kept eſpecially the 
-Land mournes, Ezek. 17.16. Pſalm 15. 4. Zedekiah Ez 
muſt keep his oath to a tyrant, Fer. 27.12. and 29. 
Hatth. 22.21, Eccleſ. 9.2. Exod.20.12, and 21, 25, 
' Rom. 13,1.. 1 Pet. 2,13  Foſbua' might ' have: pre- 
tended much for breaking .-his ' Oath: to the . Grbes- 
nites, Falſajuratio eſt exitioſa, omnis periculoſa, nullaſe- - 
cura.. Aug. x Ll | 
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15.and 322.28 


- Fifthly, Primicive Chriſtians were ſubjc& ro moſt 
nefarious men, -to Tyrants -in ation, while they were 
not ſuch in rc{pe& of right and confticution, Prayers 
and rears were the weapons of Chriſtians. Did they 
want multitude 2 Tertullian denies it. Did they want 
zeal 2 They could-chuſe to be Martyrs. Ir is greater 
zeal to die like Martyrs, then to fight like ſouldiers, 
We are apt. to applaud the ſeditions for publick 
ſpirits. Sclf-love and love of novelty rogerher with 
fair pretenſions, eſpecially religious ones, makes ſedi- 
tion hanqurable. RN : 

. - Sixthly, children are forbid to revile parents, much 
Mmore- forcibly to reſiſt them, Ir is' more oppoſite to 


-the . publick —_— refſt the father of our Country, 


then to offend our natural - parents. Patria . eft charior 
parentibu, ergo 'pater patrie; they are moſt unnawral 
that refiſt parents, moſt pernicious that reſiſt Princes. 
Thefather of. the republick, ſaith C:cero, deſerves e- 
.very: ones love. VWe muſt -revilenone if rhey are not 
-wicked, not parents whatloever they be. . Paul icknow- 
ledgeth rhat he ought not to revile the high-Pricſt up- 
an any.account.. The Law doth not forbid us to revile 
Rulers with an exception ,-only when thoy do not de- 


' ſerve it. Publick reproot of a Prince, is a reproach. in 


-policy. To ſpeak evil of. dignitics, is one CharaQer 
of the filthy dreamers and apoſtates, foretold by Pe- 
ter:and Fude, Optabilins eft. in ſapientem, quam in ftolt- 
. d@m hoſtem Incidere. | 


' . - :Seventhly, ifirbe lawful for one to. right-ones ſelf 


for a. great injury; then for..a leſſeriand. for any one, 
.farcher then there is a reſerve in the Law; And if 
ſo, men would fall together: by the. cares for every 
bone. He loveth tranſgreſſton that loveth firife , a 


reſiſt $ upreatt Power. 


he that exalteth his gate, ſeeketh deflruftion , Prov. 
17. I9. Ir is ſafer ts know our duty, then to. en- * 
joy liberty. | 
Etghthly, Paul, Peter, Fude, all command honour jg, ;;.c. 
and obedience, where Chriſtians were atthe beſt, and : Pa.3.13- 
Rulers ar the worſt. To: honour and obey 1s ex dias _—_ — " 
metro oppoſite to the ſecking of defirution in an ho- Exod.z2.28. = 
file way. To reſiſt Magiſtrates, is not to obey them, T:197-16-12274 | 
To fight with men, is nor to defend them. To reſiſt a \;. *%nq 24. 
Prince,1s in tazto to deny his authority,to.deny his autho. 21. and 30-31 } 
rity is to make him-no King.Soveraignty makes Kings, 8: — 
ſubjection Subjes.Relatives ſtand & tall rogether.Plea- Ezra 6. 10. | 
ſure becomes nota fool, much leſle for ſervants to rule 1—— 
over Princes, Prov. I9, 1. Ir is lawful to. reſiſt the 4,1 io 
unlawful command , not the perſon nor his power, Tir.z-:. 
Acive obedience is not alwayes due , bur paſlive is. | 
then neceſſary. To reſiſt the perſon is to reſiſt the 
whole authority, becaufe the perſon is the Subje& of au- 
thority in whole, | 
Obje&. The ApoRles ſpeak of Magiſtrates in the ab» 
fra. | 
Auſw. The Apoſtles ſpeak of Magiſtrates in the 
concrete, He beareth xot the ſward in. vain ;. be ts the 
eHinifter of God, &c. Rom, 13. 3,4. Other placesare 
paralle]. Peter expreflcth the King in the concrete , 
L Pet.2.13,14. | 
pe | ObjeA. The Apoiles ſpeak onely of good © EMagi- 
ates. | 
Anſw, They ſhew what the Ordinance tends to... 
and makes that an argument of obedience ro Magi- 
ſirates though not good. We muſt revercnce- 
one tn office for the office-ſake.. Ir is certaine tize 
Apoſtles inſtructed Chriſtians .how to bchave rm 
| clves. 
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| Subordinate Power may not offenſsvely 


ſclves to their preſet Magiſtrates, though de fado, 
they were a rerrour to the good Chrititans; The 
practice of primitive Chriſtians ſhews that they un- 
derſtood the Apoſtles of all lawful Magiſtrates whether 
, they were bad men, or bad Magiſtrates. Peter mention- 
eti>Kings {uch as they were at that time. ”aul makes the 


end of Magiſtracy a re.ſon,not a condition of obedience 


They urge vbedicnce to all without exception, there- 
fore we owe obedience without exception. Our Savi- 
our obcyed, and paid tribute to the preſent Magi- 
ſtrates , becauſe-he.was not free from obedience ap- 
parently, though really he was the Lord of lords. Elſe 
we ſhould obey bad Magiſtrates onely for neceflity 
' ſake; but: che Apoſtle ſaith, for conſcience, for the 
Office, for Order ſake, for the Ordinance ſake. So 
the Fews obeyed the Babylovians , namely for their 
Oath fake, at leaſt it was their duty ſo to do. Chri- 
ftians were cxhorted to obey the ſame , which they 
| ought to prav for, and ta, pay dues to, Good men 
mult obey evil Magiſtrates that bad men may obey 
good Magiſtrates. EEE 
Niathly, paſſive obedience is due as well as active, 
I Pet. 4. 13,14. Servants, Wives, Children muſt obey 
froward Maſters,. Husbands , Parents. .The Apoſtles 
might have gathered: great armies with their gifts. 
Sergius Paulus,the Steward of Corinth , ſuch great men, 
together with the Apoſtles might have {ſet up the 
ſtandard for truth, and for their brethren. Bat the 
Apoſtle requires our ſuffering even unto death for 
well-doing. Ir were flattery, and hypocriſy , to: pre- 
tend obedience , and intend it no longer then mult 


needs. Weare bid to honour the King, and fear God in 


ſincerity. 


Tenthly. 


_ determine ftrife..: All: Judges are to determine,two wit- 


. ſuchlike, may wiſh there were- many Clementes,Cafteli, 
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Temihly ,/ Subje&s de commit themſelves:to the dil- 
cretion and faithfulneſſe of ſupream- power , further 
then they reſerve for themſelves. Children bynarure, 
Subje&s by reaſon are ſubordinated to.authority. Oe- 
conomick : power. is the: ſampler of ipolitick 5;Men: 
muſt ſtand to arbirrationoor.compromite,: when they 
bind” themſelves to it. SubjeQion |includes-paſſive '0- 
bedience, if abſolute , and paſſive obedience precludes 
dedtructive reliftance. Nullum aliud quam parendi. & 
patiendi datym ei -mandatum:..” Calvyloſtir. lib, gi caps 
20,::SeR. 2 Io! ali Li{fIC2 £ - 454471 us 0 7! 1} - 
. Eleventhly,Supream power was ordained by God to 


neſſes are to determiine,anoath is xo determine and (nd 
ſtrife, Ex04.24:.12>Thefailth Commandment is the Ca - 
{tle of bothTables,Magtfiracy is the keeper of borh Ta- 
bles. They that make Laws and give Oaths muſt inter- 
pret them, Seditions,violences, rapines, murthers,pari- 
cidesmuſtneeds be multiplied ; if axen may judge their 
Judges. . Se: jugice nemo: revs, Such, as ate under au- 
thortry may. complaine : co-ordinate 'authority may 
refift; ſuperiqur authoricy may puniſh, Ir. is better, 
faith Bodin , magnanimouſly to die, then to vppoſe a 
Soveraign in an hoſtile way. Feſuites , Mariana and 


Ramullaci,;. as if there were nor devils cnough. | _. 
_ Twelfthly, the godly were either actively or pal\- 
fively obedient to Saul, Dauid, Solomon, Ahaz, &Cc. not- 
wichſtanding idolatry, murther, and; many crimss! did 
urge:the gantiatfior i np nat; 09 plc Frayn © 
.:;\Obje@.. eA people. may: chayge ther Government at 
pleaſure. | Fat G15 ttt T F WET: 
Anſw, By the mn the preſent. poſleſlors , 
| h | ' T0 
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x1 Sam.$.6. 


and 13.56. 


Ezra 6. 10. 
x Tim,2.1,2. 


or: by their confene, 'or:by: Jawfulconqueſt, or by de- 
liiquency ; where it is fd provided. Yet go 


x Kings 12.19, ON! tranſlated hardly thrives if ic lives. The Text 
2Chron.10.19 alledged doth: nor prove a power in /ſrael to chavge 


at pleafure, They finned-in - rej=xRting Samuet and. 
David, for Saul and Atfolom. They were men of 
Belial that deſpiſed Sault after his EleQion, x Sam. 
IO, 27. —_ rebelled againſt Rehoboam that ad- 
hered to Feroboam , 1 Kings 12.19. 2 Chroz., 10, 19. 
and 13. 5- I hope' a Covenant conferring power on: 
Kings is as firme as a common Derd. of pifr; 


| Gods indignation againft Koyak' was great , becauſe 


he oppoſed lawful authority, Numb. 16, 

Objea; Defenſive porter is nataral. © 2a 

Anſn. Adivs etldred might not- have . defended 
chemſtves by” hoſtility 4g&aitt” clicir Farther and So- 
veraigh; ior the younger brechren - againſt the firſt 
borne , Ger. 4. 7, Exod. 21, 15,17. and 22,28. 

Though deferifive! power; be naucat amongſt e- 

tals, yer they-miy' give vp theit power for order 

ſake, as well as their freedome' in coming under any 
authoritie. | In the natural body the interror mem- 
bers cannot defend themfelves without the head ; 
much Iefſ> 2gainft ir; Heels cannot reach the: head. 
Chriſtians are bid pray for their cyranical Lords , 
and yer 6ne m1y pray: for the death of him whom he 
_ hot put ro death by reſiſtance. They that have 
nnltmiced power to ele a King, may make cautions, 
condittons, and reſerves in theit comradt, or they may 
inveſt him with abſolute power. Men-may recractrheir 
opiniohs, but not their covenants. Apainit a King up- 
on his Throne many wile Nations have allowed no 


ring up, 2 Chron.23. 5,697. Heart by Gods Ordiounce 
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all along ſubje&ed them(clves to higher powers , there- 
- fore it was both lawful and ne S to do. Men 
may give away and (ell away thar which they hold by 
natural right of inheritance. © , | -_. 

' Objet. Covenant mu#t give: place to rights of na- 
Faure. | 
Anſw. When rights of nature are tranſmitted by 
Covenants , they muſt keep thetr place , elſe all thar 
ſwear fidelity do (in, either in {wearing that which 
is unlawful , or equivacally and falſely. Nay, elſe ar 
is unlawful to fell ones inhericance, to marry/to 2 man, 
to ſerve another in a way of.a free choice. Elſe a- 

way with Magiſtrates, and down with Maſters, Tf 
this.-be a natural principle, all Government is unnatu- 
rall which arifeth by combination. Burt why then 
muſt Zedekiah Keep his oath with che King of Babylon? 

What ſhall we make of all the admoaitions con- 
cerning ſervams aud ſubjecs in the Scriptures 2 Me- 
Liu eft non [wr or nou preftare promiſ[s. School- 

men ſay the natural right is:twofold, preceptiue & 
evnceſſrve, and rhat:Covenanrs du conceflively belong 
ronatural right. And it is clear enough that Covenant- 

keeping doth belong ro natural right preceprively , e- 
ven whenche Covenant-making in particular isagainſt 
the natural Law. - We muſt keep Covenants accord- 
ing © the Law of nature, howk we dampiiifie our 
ſelves in making of them, Pſalm 15. (ato would have 
delivered (ſar to the Germans. for breaking league 
with them. Regul kept his Oath with the Carths- 
:atrrans , though it colt him his life. 'Faddw the high 
Prieſt is commended for denying to ſwear fealry .co 
Alexaxder a Conqueronr , while Daria his rightful 
> Lord lived. es: 2a as ——_ 
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* I8 Subordinate Power may not offenſively 
and therefore-rranſcend Covenants; and belotg:to! 'Di-: 
vide tight; 1Furamentum eft (tris juris & interpretatio- 
 xts, Covenants. be nullified by fear , force, fraud, but | 
not Oathes becauſe they oblige to Gal 2:1vin 
- Objea. The: Prences-of. Germany: have depoſed D- 1 
perours. | 
Axfſw.' Sometimes with a vengeance as well as with 
a witneſs. ' Fodaizu being Emperour made it lawful in 
caſe he obſerved not the .imperial.conſticutions.. It 
is ſaid that the Subjeas: ſwear fidehty to the Empire, 
norito the :Emperour , it! being .an Ariftocracy ,: nor 
an abſolute Monarchy. The uniced Provinces of 
Belg:a (according to Grim/#oz) had liberty from their 
conſtituted Laws to refift Philip;  Trajan bid the-Ro- 
:mane Pretor.uſe the ſword. againſt him as 'the;cauſe "1 
required. Atid ſomethink the Majeſty was not it the 
Emperour. Bur it ſome have oppoſed. and .depo- 
ſed Princes de fafto , it: doth not: -tollow chat all may 
ny 5 ELIE Lo WOT 3-3 mg -73 15 
- Obje&: what if Xines ple edamian; 1 005:E 
- Anſn. Iris lawful rorward blowsiy: when hors 
=ive them :- Children may. have cauſe ro bind pany 
never to beat them... 


:Objec. A ferrenn? me defend binelf oxain bis 


Anſw. Maſters are conerally ſubordinate chan. 
ſelves to higher authority z; nor have they: ordtaarily 
power of lite-and death; ſo farre. as\ Maſters have 
power , ſervants ought to ſuffer. All-ſhouldi/beobe- 
dientto the: pawcr,chough nor; i to, the _ 
of - Superiors. -: - 

Objet, Kerngs\ ſmear to the people. 
yn. God ſwears .to us, yer | ts not ſubje to. br 
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4 refeſt. Sapream Power. \\\/." 


A.;promifſory Oath binds bur to the matter pro. 


mis'd, .and they do not {wear to be ſubje&t to pu- 
niihment, depoſitton, &c. An- Oath doth bind 
{tmply as co. the ſubje& matter as a Covenant , and 
a Malſtcr doth not make himſelf ſubje& to: his ſer- 
vant for correQion , noran husband to his wife by co- 
venanting, nor Saveraigns to their ſubje&s , though 
they covenant and ſwear to obſerve Laws, Some 
Kings in 1frael entred into Covenant without dimi- 
nution of- their Soveraignty. Kings may ſwear :only 
to bind- their conſciences to. the dire&ion , not the 
corre&ion of Laws. A witneſle in Court may ſwear 


to no Covenant, but: only to anaffirmation, Here- 


ditary Kings are eſſentially inveſted with power be- 
fore. thetr: Coronation. ,. 'The King -never dies. ;Ihe 
Law is expreſs, that the next by birth ſhall raigne, 
and be acquitted of all crimes whatſoever, Kings 
chat have power to call and diſſolve Parliaments,and 
to. renderall As void that have not royal conſent, 
.cannot be ſubje& rocorreQion , if they will not. cor- 
re& themſclves, A King 1s the Primum' mobile of 
all coercive pawer. Sworn brethren have no coercive 
power. over each other, though their conſciences are 
mutually obliged. Supremacy and impunity >ate 
-noble Twins. ; In .a Democracy the major. part 1s 
unaccountable , in-an Ariſtocracy the optimates, as 
to: men, If we ſwear abſolute: fadelity to the King , 
then the Kings Oath doth not render him capable of 


_correRion. by us; but at his own; pleaſure ;El(e. 
our: Oath: and his would be. contradictory. to.cach: 


other. 
. Object. We ſwear-condetronally.. . 


Anſw.. There is no condition intimated inre jurata ; 
EN GEIA PERL ; 
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 Perjuro ſemel, 

nunquam baven- 
da eſt fedes, 
Cic, Tu. 


Ifrael flighted 

the Theocracy ' 
profanely, ask- 
ed a King un- 
ſcaſonably, na 


: 1 wry ON od, 
> injuriouſly re- 
L zeQing Sarel. 


and there is none. imended by him that gives the 


Oath. Furare lingua , mente injurata, now licet, We 
ought ty take an Oarh with the ſame intention thar 
it is given. Equivocation in an Oath, 15 a profana- 
tion of Gods Name. Ne vwtoles religionem juraments. 


The Lacedemozians having ſworne to overcome the 


Meſſenti before they returned home , though beguil- 
ed, choſe rather to endanger the loſle of the City, 
and off-ſpring, then to violate their Oath. 

ObjeR. Power 1s ſtill ſuppletive in the collearve body, cu- 
mulartive non privative, derruved from the commu- 


ty. 
ys This diftinRion ſeems altogether fiftitious 
and faRious. - The Oath of Allegiance and Supre- 


'macy, the confticution of Parliaments muſt ſuffer a 


privation 'to generate ſuch a diſtinction. When 
Subjects ſwear fidelity to the King, and not the King- 
dome, where is the Majeſty > Samuelſhews what was 
the ' power of Kings in 1ſrael, 1 Sam. 8, He doth what 


he pleaſe, Eccleſ. 8. 3,4+ He is ro be charmed not 
violenced, Eccleſ. ro, r, 8. He is not tobecurſed in 
our thonghts, leſt God diſcover it, ver. 17, Hedigs 
'a'pir and falls into it himſelf, that oppoſerh the King, 


536,7,8. See Pemble, © | | 
' Obje&. Samiel intimates that Kingly power 'is a nt - 
miety. | 

Aris. Samuel (lews that it would ſeem a nimiecty 
npon tryal. God did not count Kingly power too 
much abſolutely, becauſe he allowed ir,and bleſſed ir 
in 7ſracl. Kings are not wont immoderately touſe 

wer. And Iſrael deſired a King by reaſon of un- 

lief profanely, unſeaſonably, and injuriouſly, ſlight- 
ing Theocracy, not conſulting God, or regarding S4- 
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: refift Supreem Power. 


muel. Moſes had a Kingly power, Deut. 33.5. And 
the Judges had a Kingly power, Fudg. 17. 6. and 19, 
2. and 21.25, God had promiſed ro give Iſrael 
Kings, Gen. 17.6. It was Eſau his prefterment to 
have Kings before Facob, Gen. 36. 31. The Judges 
might have Kingly power, though not the title and 
ſtare of Kings, Samuel ſhews the Kingly ſtate would 


be more inconvenient in ſinful mens hands then they - 


would foreſee, but nor that ir would be more grie- 
vous then: other formes of policy, The Sun is ſome- 
times too hot forus, and breeds many ſorts of ver- 
mine, yer it is maſt eminently neceſſary. If ſupream 
power be 1n one, he cannot do much hurt unleſs the 
greater part joyn with him , and the ſame* miſchief 


& more frequently incident to a Democracy. One . 


is more eaſily perſwaded then a multitude. The 


greater part is commonly the worſer, The body of 


the people is a ſoure ſtock, ſeldome or never yeeld- 


ing any good fruit, except a Monarchy or Ariſto- . 
racy be tngrafted upon ir. Ariftocracy is more ſub. . 


je& to ſedition, and often breaks into a Monarchy. 


One Monarch doth moſt reſemble Gods Soveraignty, 


and the Kingdom of Chriſt : and is moſt conform- 


able ro farherly or family power, and to the Supre-- 


micy of the head in the- natural bady, One head beſt 
likes and becomes one. Many heads have many 


mouths to bite and devoure. . Multitude Senatorum oft - 
rnepta ſecretis. Kingly State doth moſt ſecure State 


ſecrets, terrifie enemies, daunt the ambitious, 
rengrthen authority , beaurifie Laws, ſweeren Ju- 
Rice , .cxalr the people, raiſing higher by the head 
then other politick bodies. Therefore God promt- 
ſed a King ad hoyorem, Exod, 19. 6. God never ap- 

| I proved 
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16  Cubordinate Power may not offenſzvely 

| proved of 'a Democracy in the Church or State of 

1ſrael.' The vulgar are carried by affc ion , conſult- 

ing negligently , difficulcly, rumulcuoully , openly, or 

nothing ar all. Openings are weaknings to the 1n- 

communicable affairs of State. Great bodies are ſo 'P 

flow, that dangers do frequently prevent their moti- 

ons. God preſcrves goodneſs in ſome particulars and 

not in the gencral. God preſerved a good line from 

Adam in a tew only. The ſtreame of affeRions incer- 

ing like: many rivers in one channel, renders a:mul- 

titude uncontrollable and implacable. All: are not 

born, and framed to rule. Amongſt the bruit crea- 

tures , ſome have an inſtin to lead, others to follow. 

Dos ſus cutque. Ina multitude there will be too many 

new Lords and new Laws. - Nouw rex, zous lex. In (|: 
theinatural body the head is accommodated only with 
underſtanding , and the ſenſes of {ecing and hearing, 
&:. The interiour parts are capable of feeling , and 
naturally .deftinated to be paſhve in way of correction, 
|  _-»- Tather- then active in governing. 1t is cafie for a po- 
; gs pular: Orator. to ſuit the diſpoſitions and inclinations 
| Lſcentub ever. Of an; heady multitude, and to ſtir their paſſions to 
tux Kempbli- his own purpoſes, as a winde raiſeth the ſeas, and 
| can. C. caufeththemto rage and toame. A Councel of all ſorts 
| is 2 jwvenatxs (as one ſaith) nota ſexatu. Weak in- 
telle&tuals arc ſoon made drunk with honours. One bad 
maſter is better then many. Turba argumentun falſs eſt, 
populo zoz placet cut vitta d:{ſplicent, Great men in Rome 

and Athezs were wont to foſter war,thatthey might not * 
| be troddenunder feet by the people. 1t is goodto 
adventure all nnder one Maſter , if in-one+veſſe]. God 
ordained one great light to rule the day. : Councel u- 

nited like light in one body, doth diſpell, diſſipate, 
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 omnia,, Bias, being minded to put their City into a de- 
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compoſe oralay the clouds ,* and flormes of faction 
moſt effeually.” 1ſrael never - flouriſhed more then 
under Kings. Magiſtrates , annually ele&ed want 

root and ſhadow like young trees , there is need of 
ſeparation, and union and duration in a Magiſtrate. 
Learners : in muſick break the harpe before they 
can uſe it. In eletive Kingdomes - wiſdome _ 
makes choiſe. of one line to prevent deſolations, \p""9:13 & 2 
It is not ſafe to graft often upon the ſame ſtock. Ma- 1c. 1.16. 2 
giſtratcs had need be encouraged as well as qualified Nuw- 27.13. 3 
They have to do both with the worſt of men and things. 0". 8 
Magiſtracy is divine , though a Magiſtrate be an hu- | 
mine creature, Liberty as now it is, is an accident 
and cffe@ of fin, All were naturally {ubje to fathcr- 
1y power in Adam,diſtin@ republicks are fundamentally 
for many ſets and factions, Freedome to finne 
hath uſhered infreedom from authority. Per orainem 


# 


moccaticall forme ,. anſwered , Go and put thy family 
firſt into the like. A family is an image of a City, aCiy is 
2 greater family. In an ariſtocracy the fewer the firmer, 

- The weiFht of a reaſon is better then number of votes, 
God raiſed Kings ſo high in 1ſrael, that their arbi- | 
frary power waS Vila lex. | T 

Object. Salns popul: eft ſuprema lex. ;- ie 
Arnſw. This rule holds in making , executing rati- 
fying and abrogating of Laws , Bur irbelps not againſt 

| law and obligations of obedience. The general good 

. ſhould not + be @ particular -mans injury , any 


. generall goodto nullify law and obligations religious _ : 

or civill. The good of the Church is immediately the Fiert naw BY 4 

generall end of government, and yet the minor may not viler, 23 
D 


bb IP os * 078.0 oo OT VT 
CR OS *x- 


— 
—— 


'x8 Cubordinate Power may not offenſively 


*- —— 


'be'deftractive: to/the-major ,:or themjor:to-the nginoe 
' part againſt order; for ſuchanend. Children-though 
the greater part of afamily , may not murrher 'theit 
father for their own ſafety , grace doth not deſtroy 
nature, Nor reaſonnor Nature allowes defence a+ 3 
gaihſtthe greateſt in a by a diſorderly: way: Gods will 
1s a greater law thea the peoples weale. Whart is 
illegall is unlawfull , becauſe promiſes though hurt- 
Ze. 8.15.8, full to our ſclves ate obligatory in Gods word. 7ſa, 
| 5. Tr is not lawfull becauſe it is plauſible , to ſay 
-that anarmy' may turn their 'Cannoh' mouths againſt 
. a generall ſeeking their ruin, in caſe they are bound'rb 
- him without condition, EL TOES hi. 1A 
Torquatus cauſed his ſon to ride intryumplis for a 


3 | victory , and yet condemned him to death for archiev- . 
/ ws icdifcrderly,: on (ek one ite | 
Object. Arethildrey Lora te obedience? - 8% 


RP Arſw. Children may be bound and fold by pa- 
Maſrick are rents Gideo had-the profer df.-2 Kingdom for his 
ſubje& co the children after him: ,; therefor 'they--that;” made 
.- + pl the proffet would :have bound their. 'own:hitdren to 
ther co the B:- obedience together with themſelves.: Alboth in an he- 
- } ow * reditary Kingdome are ſubjeR to it's laws , yea irah- 

| gers while they are in it's territories... Elſe children 

may combine ints-*a new':t&publick.ar their pledfure. 
_ The -thilirenof faves : are borne . flaves\ Chil. 
- dren are utidet the:like obligations , while they enjoy 
like priviledges with their parents, Parents do covenant 
with: God for- theic children;Gers 17. 7.-Deut. 29.14. 
"ThE law -of natare- gives patetits' power .ro 'bind/chuil- 
dren-to penalty - "to forfeiture 'of leaſes, to payment 


Ob- 
* nd 


of rents, Dewuti 29. to, Numb. 30, 6, 
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12! refit Supream. Power." 


" Obje&. 'God promiſeth to raiſe up 4nd reftore Fudges as 


at the firſt, E1. 1. ; 
. eAu(ſw. Not in oppoſition to Kings , for clſewhere 
God promiſeth Dav:dftor King , rhe off-ſpring of Dauid 


in _regall ſtate, Hoſ. x. and provides for the Prince, 


Ezek, 45. 7. Though theſerexts be underſtood mſti- 


cally, yec they prove Kingly power to be a greatgitft . 


of God. 
- And thetext alledged in the objeftion, fo farre 
as it 15" litterally interpreted may intend only good 
Judges in conju tion 'wih a King. And he ſine 
prophet doth littcrally promiſe the protection of Kings 
- Ef. 49.23. The texrwas never literally ful-filled of 
d&es in oppoſttionto Kings, "1 4 
.- Obje&. Acordinat power may defend it ſelf. *'t ii - 


-- Anſw. But are they coordinatethat have ſ{wornthe' 


Kings ſupremacy ? -Are they coordinate that heve ab- 
ſolurely ſworn tov defend the King his 'perſon, crown 
and dignity with the loſs of their awnLives that cana@t 
nothing in Parliament burar the *Kings pleaſure # The 
King hath been. counted" the Priveipium caput ;'& fints 
Parl:ameuti. Laws are like ſeabanks imoveable with. 
out the ſame power that made them covenants and 
oathes- are the heart firings of lt ſociery. and ordey 
The: oath -expreſſely excludes alt equivocations and 
memal!l reſervations; ' A. condition 'not 'declared* in 
the aarh, is a meer nientall reſervattorr,. and expref- 
ly cautioned. *. Whar breach'of-oath', or doth every 
_ bieich 'difoblige / ſirbjeR! from obedience ro: 26h 
Kip **"'Fligher*powtrs are (o'calledbecule. hey 
ire Highet-if force as wal as in fotthies! Ryo 7 


© Object, 4 martherer muſt dhe by [ve or ler, eſte = 
an - Anſw, 2 
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Azſw. Firſt Impunity is granted to the Major part 
in a democracy. Secondly , All Laws do make 
ir murther for a private man to kill a murtherer, 
Thirdly , David ſaith none could lay :hands | on 
Saul, though a murrherer, and be innocent, Fourthly. 
Why did not the Prophets and Prieſts move to bring 


' murtherous Kings to condigne puniſhment? The f1- 


lence of Scripture in this reſpe&t doth probably give 
conſent. Fifthly, Gods law is, that the Judges ſhall de- 
termine and Judge between ſtrok and ſtroke. Sixthly, 
Chriſt counted it capitall for private perſons to uſe 
the ſword in defence of himſelf againſt murther. 
Mat. 27. 52. Seventhly The Apaſtles exhort Chriſti- 
ans toobey ſuch as were murtherers. Eightly , 1/rael 
is commanded. to obey. and pray for Nebucadnezar. a 
grand murtherer, Ninthly , It is not lawfull for pri- 
vate men to execute vengeance.. Itis Gods preroga« 
tive either immediatly or in way of an. ordinance to 
avenge himſclfe.. Rom. 12. Chriſt would not Judge, 
becauſe not made a Judge. The King of Kings 
doth puniſh Kings. Pars 77 parem 70g eft pote Fas. 
Cavenant-breaking is heatheniſme. Rom. I. 28. 3o., 


To make might right, is to. make men beaſts, Lex lups, 


eft. robur corporis. Rex. non ef magni nominis umbra: Ne- 
mo prudens ſumit p&nas quia peccatum elt ſed ne peccetur. 
Pena non traſcitur ſed cgvet. It is uſurpation of liber- 
ty in ſubjets to deny obedience , of Soveraignty to 
exerciſe authority againſt their Soveraign, thieves and 
robbers may. have ſharper ſwords then honeſt men, 
Fiat juftitia, ruat celum. The {word.is-not a maſter but 


| a ſervant to juſtice.  Teis unneceſſary to ſfinne, when 


itmay be avoided by death. Ir is better to be pati- 


entx-10 cruell perfecutions , then agents in bloody re-.- 


> 


formation. 
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75 to reſiſt Supreem Power. 
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reformations, Let ir not be ſaid the King of Spain 
is a King of men, the King of Frazce is a King of afles,. 
the King of Exglazd is a King of devills. The anct- 
ent cuſtome of ending controverſies by fighting it 
out , Was wont to pur an end to the perſons as well 
as the caſe , Homines non amant reum ſed rem. Auguſt. 
Amo proditionem ., proditores non 'approbo , Phil. Mace. 
Ler not jutitia be converted into viſtitra. Heſiod calls 
ſome X#1peJixu. Brennu preffit (luſium jure naturalt , ut 
reſpondebat, quo is qui minus fortis eſt potentiors cedere 
jubetur. Plrt. in camil nulla turpis Vincendt ratio , apud 


ethincum Amicitiam utilitate non fiae colebat was no good Lylander ad- 


friendſhip. Rules are difficult , 'and* certain examples 


miniſtred ju- 
Kice in pelle 


caly and dangerous. $S: jus Violandum eft, tum regnands ulyina 


cauſa , in ceteris pietatem colas is no good inaxime.. 


Tempus eſt ſapientiſſimum Thales. One put's downe *7'"*hislongs- : 
sftion and Anſwears in nner follow- ** roremigh 
a Quz RWCArS IG Manic mangle juſtice, 


ing. not meaſure ir 4 


Qu. Dre mthi quid, queſo , toto jam regnat 12 orbes 
R. Fu5 vel tranſpoſitis (vis ) male litterulis; 


Ir is unlawful for born or ſworn ſubjes to engage to- 
uſurpers while the right heir lives and doth not give up - 
his righr, firſt engaging to uſurpers to help. them,or nor. 
to help the right heir doth preclude 8 exclude thar due 
obedience which may be called for SecondlyUlſurpation 
doth not diſoblige ſubjects , becauſe ir. cannor deprive 
the heir of his right. Robbery doth not take away 
an honeſt mans right, though his goods. . Thirdly, 
Febojada aud Fudah were bound in conſcience to pull 
down -Athalajah, after that ſhe had conquered and 
poſſeſſed the government ſeaven yeares.. Therefore 
they. could not have engaged to her with a good 


Pr” 
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confcience 2: Chrox:- 23.3: Fourthly Jadaw and' the 
Fews refuſed ro ſwear fidelity unto Alexander while 
Darius lived, Six thouland Phariſees (as the Hſto- 
71an reports) refuſed 10 {wear to Herod and (ear. t's 
Fifthly, The renunciation of a Prince by the 'Major- 
part of people, doth not difoblige , if it be injuſtice 
eo renounce: him. An unjuſt renunciation cannot juſtly 
diſoblige. We do not {wear fidelity fo long only as 
the Major part ſee cauſe: fubje&ts may rebellaswell 
as forreiners invade, Sixthly, When a Prince is in an 
incapacity to govern , his right remaines. God can 
comtort deſolations. God can change hearts and 
weaken hands, David was in ſome degree of inca- - 
' - pacity , whenhe fled before Abſolom. Azariah was 
. -.. in nocapacity actual, while 4thaliah had full poſſcfi- 
on; Goddoth try the faithfulneſſe of his people bb |. 
overturning providences. Huſha: , Ittar, Abimaaz, and 
ſuch like muſt have occaſions to ſhew their fidelity. 
Fudah did: yeild to Nebucadzezer, but they were dire- 
&ed by the prophet Feremrah , and the other Prophets: 
| howſoever example is not equivalent to rule, Seventh- | 
ly, A meer conqueſt is a meere roberry. A pirate 
rightly told Alexander that he was a great thiefe. | 
Eighthly , It is lawfullfor a caprive to flee it raken by 
ſuch as wage war uhjuſtly , Azor, Ninthly , A juſt 
war and conqueſt may require the acceptance of fa- FF: 
tisfaction without ſubjeCtion of the conquered. Tenth- | 
ly., an abſolute and juſt conqueſt ſuppolcth the capri- | 
. varing and depoſtng of the Prince-, or power , and ] - 
that in way of juſtice , or Elſe it cannot diſoblige rhe 
{ubje&s. A juſt depofing of a Prince only renders him 
civilly dead. Eleventhly , Subje&s cannot juſtly con- 
quer and depoſe their abſoluce Prince. An abſolute  Þ: 
| Prince - 
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... Faign im age, My Son fear God and the King, and 
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Brince mey. ſuffer wrong from;..buendt do. wrong to his «© 
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ſubjects, ; BS oS% I G@- I76ILD BRLGIIES 12 

The reverenceI oweto higher powers, aud many 
{ad paſlages of providence , have moved me to look 
into-this Queſtion), ſcaſonable:though difficult and 
dangerous. VVhemetror.isoft horſe:backitt is-neighet-ea- 
ſy nor ſafe to undertak it: liberty ts too oft prerended on- 
ly ts paliate licentiouſneſs,and neighbouring vice is too 
oft taken for virtue , as the evill ſpirit for Samlel his 
ghoſt, Jt is common to uſurpe authority under pre- 
rence of liberty , and for Tyrants to be moſt adverſe 
to Tyrants, Civill and ſacred power did confiſt well 
in the ſame ſubje&, and ſurely they are moſt ſubject 
to violence , when at greateſt diſtance from one ano- 

ther. Moſes and Aroz have cauſe to embrace each 
other and Iſrael both of them together. In a policy con- 
ſtiruted conformity is requiſite , but in conſtituting a 
Republick , I ſhould think it wiſdome to obſerve the 
divine paterne. The ſea hath more need of bounds 
and banks thena rivuſer, Ie is moſt formidable to ſee 
a whole Countrey , or City on fire, doubtleſs magiſtra- 
cy is very ſacred, controvling churchmen and Church 

power , tending to the ſame end, though not by the 


ſame meanes. Ir is matter of lamentation to ſee a 


conjuncure of proteſtants and Jeſuites in principles, to 


:the committing of ſuch ſacriledge.upon perſons in high- 


eſt place. '* Boy BF qui facit 1mjhriam, nol credere ma- 
Iueft > noli mirarih eftia eſt? noli imitari. Dianyfius 


having robbed: the Temple , and enjoying a proſpe- 


ous wind , ſaid ſacriledge was no offence. The a+ 


] pole doth not unadviſeadly conjoyn fear of Gad, and 


onour to the King, Pet, 2. 17. A King is Gods ſove- 
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